
  

 

 

  Oct - Dec 2022 - Issue 152 

 China Council Quarterly 
4110 SE Hawthorne Blvd. #128, Portland OR  97214 

www.nwchina.org 

Dear China Council friends, 

I hope that you enjoyed the Mid-

Autumn Festival (中秋节) and 

viewing the full moon whether 

from home or at one of the festive 

places that friends and family 

gather to celebrate this Chinese 

holiday. I enjoyed my visit to 

Portland’s Chinatown where Lan 

Su Chinese Garden, Portland Chi-

natown Museum and other Chinese organizations held 

events and I returned home with mooncakes to share with 

family in person and virtually by WeChat with family in 

China. As we move further into fall of 2022, I am nearing 

the end of my first year as President of the Northwest China 

Council and it is a timely moment to reflect on the Year of 

the Tiger and express my deep appreciation to our board, 

volunteers, speakers, sponsors and members for all of your 

support this past year. 

It is now approaching one year since the leadership of Port-

land’s Old Town Chinatown neighborhood sent an open 

letter to Portland’s Mayor, City Commissioners, and 

Multnomah County Commissioners demanding action to 

keep the area safe for residents, staff, and visitors to Lan Su 

Chinese Garden, Portland Chinatown Museum, Japanese 

American Museum of Oregon, and Oregon Jewish Museum 

and Center for Holocaust Education. The Northwest China 

Council, despite moving its own office out of this area in 

2021 to a virtual office and program, supports these organi-

zations in the effort to reclaim the livability and safety of 

the community in Old Town Chinatown. 

The crisis remains a significant issue and in September 

2022 it was announced by the law firm of Davis Wright 

Tremaine that a lawsuit had been filed by a group of Port-

landers with disabilities against the City of Portland for fail-

ing to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) for allowing tents and temporary structures of 

houseless people and debris that reduce accessibility and 

endanger people with mobility disabilities.  

As this litigation proceeds, I think that the story of disability 

visibility and the conversation about community activism 

 

in support of a safer city will find 

the book “Year of the Tiger: An 

Activist’s Life” (Vintage Books, 

2022) by Alice Wong a timely 

and thought-provoking read. In 

earlier newsletters this year I not-

ed some “Year of the Tiger” 

themed programs being offered 

by the Northwest China Council 

and so for fall I recommend add-

ing this book to your reading list. 

While we are working to find 

safe ways to schedule in-person 

events again we do plan to continue our online program-

ming, beginning with Mandarin classes taught by Willow 

Zheng, which are starting on October 3 and will include 

“Foundations,” “Beginning,” “Intermediate,” and “Reading 

and Writing” offerings. Long time NWCC member and 

Mandarin student Bill Gibson contributes an article on 

NWCC Chinese classes on Page 2 in this issue, and I also 

want to welcome new students who have attended classes 

this year and will join us online as the program continues. 

2022 has been another difficult year for U.S.-China rela-

tions as they are faced with continuing pressures of the pan-

demic, travel restrictions, lockdowns in China, political fric-

tion, business uncertainty, and supply chain and trade ten-

sion. The upcoming 20th National Party Congress to be held 

in Beijing in October (see Page 5) will likely continue the 

direction in which President Xi is leading the country but 

will there be opportunities to reengage positively for those 

seeking better relations with China? 

The mission of the NWCC, “to promote a greater under-

standing of Chinese history, culture, business, and contem-

porary affairs in the Pacific Northwest,” is as important as 

ever since our founding in 1980. We are delighted to an-

nounce the forthcoming publication on October 15 of a 

book by Mel Gurtov, titled Engaging China: Rebuilding 

Sino-American Relations (Rowman & Littlefield) that 

promises to find common ground by “competitive coexist-

ence” and an alternative view from current perspectives in 

the U.S. and China. See Page 3 for an announcement of a 

book talk with the author later this fall.                                                                                   

            –Jim Mockford 

Letter From The President 
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Learning Mandarin by Bill Gibson  

I am just beginning my 19th year in Willow Zheng’s Man-

darin Chinese class. I am not yet fluent, but can carry on a 

conversation. 

I hadn’t planned on studying Mandarin. In fact, I studied 

Japanese for five years in the 1980s. I had to stop because 

my law practice was demanding more 

and more of my time. I didn’t study at 

all for about ten years, then, in 2003 I 

had a chance to go to China with some 

friends. I decided then that I wanted to 

learn the language. 

When I returned home, I signed up for 

a Beginning Mandarin class at PCC. 

There were 35 students in the class and 

I was lucky if I got to speak once or 

twice in a 2-hour class. I then decided 

to study on my own. This was in the 

time before YouTube language videos, 

but there were several computer pro-

grams to help students learn. That, too, was a complete 

bust. I need more structure and I needed a smaller class 

environment. 

Someone recommended that I check out the Mandarin lan-

guage program at the Northwest China Council. I called 

Willow Zheng and arranged to enroll in beginning Manda-

rin. To give you an idea of how little I was able to speak 

and understand Chinese, someone in class said to me “Ni 

hao” (hello) and I froze, not knowing how to respond. My 

first class with Willow had about 8 students. There was 

plenty of opportunity to speak, to read and to answer Wil-

low’s questions. I began to make slow, but steady progress. 

I tell people that I continued taking the class because I was 

“Too stubborn to quit.” That continues to be my motto. I 

have been back to China on three more occasions, even 

taking our then 15-year old grandson to Beijing and Xi’an. 

I got to use my Mandarin on the first day in Beijing be-

cause our grandson had an ear infection and I had to find 

out how to get to a hospital for foreigners. We were lucky 

because, once we got there, our doctor spoke perfect Eng-

lish and gave us the medicine we needed. Other times, we 

weren’t so fortunate and so we had to make do with my 

Mandarin. 

I tell people now that I am an “advanced 

beginner.” That helps to lower their ex-

pectations. If you hold yourself out as 

being fluent, Mandarin speakers will 

speak to you as fast as we English   

speakers address non-English speakers. 

So I am still at it. During the COVID-19 

pandemic, all classes were held on Zoom. 

Among other things, it saved a lot of 

driving. We will continue to use Zoom for 

the foreseeable future. 

One of my proudest moments happened a few years ago 

when we went to Italy to celebrate my 70th birthday. I was 

looking for postcards in the gift shop at the Roman Colise-

um when I heard a young couple speaking Mandarin. I 

joined their conversation and we spoke only in Chinese for 

about 20 minutes. I told them that, when I was at home, I 

had two Mandarin classes each week.   

“Oh,” they asked, "are you a professor?” I texted Willow 

and told her that since I was now a professor, I would be 

the one giving the tests when I got back. She laughed at the 

idea, but was pleased that I had progressed to the point that 

I could carry on a 20-minute conversation. 

My advice for new students: Slow and Steady. Don’t give 

up, even when you feel like you’ll never learn the          

language. You will succeed. 

  -By NWCC Mandarin student Bill Gibson 

Fall 2022 Chinese Language Classes Begin The Week Of October 3, 2022 

Foundations of Mandarin   Beginning Mandarin 1    Beginning Mandarin II 

Intermediate Mandarin      Reading, Writing, and Speaking at the Intermediate Level 

10 weeks of these Mandarin Chinese language classes will be taught this fall by Willow Zheng, a native Mandarin 

speaker with 23 years’ experience teaching Mandarin as a second language. Classes will be held online via Zoom tele-

conference. Spice up your fall by joining these classes! 

For more information and to register please visit:  https://nwchina.org/2022-fall-language-classes/  

Bill Gibson with his wife Mary 

and friends in Xi’an 

https://nwchina.org/2022-fall-language-classes/
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Movie Chats Series 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s end 2022 with a couple more cinematic chats! The lineup for our Movie Chat series for the fourth quarter of 

2022 is below. Please visit the NWCC website for more event details, including movie links. See you online! 

October 24: The Tag-Along (2015, Kanopy) - One of Taiwan’s highest-grossing horror films ever (pictured below), 

this moody thriller follows a young man, his girlfriend, and his grandmother on a dark, winding journey of body and 

soul as they find themselves navigating one of the nation’s creepiest urban legends about a little girl in a red dress. 

November 28: Far East Deep South (2020, Kanopy) - This fascinating look into one Chinese-American family’s    

lineage in the American South gives way to a broader survey of the history of Chinese immigrants living there in the 

1800s to mid-1900s and their special relationship with the Black community during the era of Jim Crow policies. 

Themes of race, immigration, and American identity figure prominently in this insightful 

documentary. 

December: WYOM (Watch Your Own Movie - and share) - no meeting in December! 

There are numerous other Chinese films to be found on Kanopy and YouTube, and you 

may share your selection with the group if you wish. 

Then, please save the dates for the following chats in Winter 2023:       

January: Postmen in the Mountains 

February: China’s Century of Humiliation 

March: Electric Shadows 

As one of the NWCC’s educational programs, the objective of the Movie Chat program is to facilitate further under-

standing of China-oriented affairs from the perspective of cinematic expression. Join us at 7pm on usually the last 

Monday of each month on Zoom video to discuss the movie of the month. Please view the movie beforehand. They are 

available on Kanopy and YouTube as noted. 

You’ll want to save the date for an upcoming 

presentation about a new book by retired PSU 

professor Mel Gurtov. Titled Engaging China: 

Rebuilding Sino-American Relations, Gurtov 

presents compelling arguments for these two 

superpowers reengaging and has received great 

praise from luminaries of China policy. 

Here is a description of the book from its flyer: 

At a time of war, pandemics, and climate 

change, positive US-China relations are essen-

tial. This book proposes deep engagement 

between these superpowers and defines a US 

policy of competitive coexistence. Engaging 

China departs from mainstream analyses of 

US-China relations and is instead equally 

critical of their attachment to stereotypes and 

Cold War–era policies. It brings attention to 

deficiencies in many analyses of Chinese for-

eign-policy motives and intentions. It also 

recognizes US double standards when it comes 

to assessing China’s behavior, as both      

countries’ leaderships are operating from           

insecurity, but mutual engagement could     

reduce tensions and underscore the point that 

national security begins at home. 

So come join us on Tuesday, November 29, at 

3pm at Portland State University. This event is 

presented by the Northwest China Council in 

partnership with the PSU Institute for Asian 

Studies. 

Mel Gurtov is professor  emer itus of       

political science at Portland State University. 

He has written thirty books on China, US 

foreign policy, and international affairs. Dr. 

Gurtov is a former senior Fulbright Scholar 

and is Senior Editor of Asian Perspective, for 

which he served as editor in chief for more 

than twenty years. 

 Book Talk: “Engaging China” by Mel Gurtov 

https://nwchina.org/movies/
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 CHINA Town Hall 

Tuesday, Nov. 16, 4:00pm—National webcast 

Former Utah governor and ambassador to both China and Russia, Jon M. Huntsman, Jr., will be the featured speaker 

for CHINA Town Hall 2022, a national conversation on how the U.S.-China relationship affects our cities, towns, and 

communities. From supply chains to national security, new technologies to climate change, the future of both countries 

will be determined by their relations with one another and the global community. Join the National Committee on U.S.-

China Relations on Tuesday, Nov. 16 at 4:00 p.m. PST for a virtual event and Q&A with one of America's leading 

businessmen, diplomats, and politicians. This webinar is live streamed. Click here to tune in. Then, immediately after 

the National webcast, join the local Portland group to discuss Jon Huntsman's talk, and the Q&A session that follows.  

Tuesday, Nov. 16, 5:00pm - Portland webcast  

Please join Dr. Jeffrey Kinkley, Courtesy Professor at Portland State Univ., and other NWCC members for a local 

Town Hall discussion of U.S. - China Relations on Zoom at 5pm, following Jon Huntsman's talk. Discussion topics 

will be furnished at the beginning of the hour. This is an interactive event and sure to be interesting, so please register 

to receive your Zoom link.  

https://www.ncuscr.org/content/livestream
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIoduqprzwoHtcUr41Z28SxO5uv51xBt2-i


5 

 
First Saturday PDX Program 

Come join First Saturday PDX  and author Dr. 

Xiuyu Wang as he speaks to us on Qing      

China’s attempt to integrate eastern Tibet at the 

turn of the nineteenth century. Dr. Wang draws 

on archival and ethnographic research to ana-

lyze the interactions between local authorities 

in Eastern Tibet and Qing imperial officials 

during the region's incorporation in the 19th 

and 20th centuries. Copies of his book, China’s 

Last Imperial Frontier: Late Qing Expansion 

in Sichuan’s Tibetan Borderlands, will be 

available on site for purchase (check or cash). 

 

Dr. Xiuyu Wang is an Associate Professor of 

History at Washington State University, in 

Vancouver. Gaining a PhD from Carnegie 

Mellon University in 2006, he has taught 

courses on Chinese, East Asian and World 

History. Dr. Wang's teaching and research in-

terests focus on how the larger processes of 

nationalism, ethnicity and imperialism engage 

regional issues of cultural diversity and develop-

mental unevenness.  

 

China’s Last Imperial Frontier: Late Qing Ex-

pansion in Sichuan’s Tibetan Borderlands 

Xiuyu Wang, PhD 

October 15, 2022 

9:30am-11:00am 

Click here for more information. 

 

New onsite meeting location: 

Portland State University, 

Karl Miller Center, Rm 605 

615 SW Harrison, Portland OR 97201  

(enter bldg. from SW Harrison & SW 6th side) 

 

This program series is supported by Port-

land State University's Institute for Asian 

Studies, Northwest China Council and Lan 

Su Chinese Garden. All programs are free and 

open to the public.     

Two Congresses Coming Up! 

It will be interesting to follow news coverage of the 20th 

National Congress of the Chinese Communist Party 

(CCP), which will convene in Beijing on October 16-22, 

2022, at the Great Hall of the People, located in Tianan-

men Square. A key activity of these party congresses, 

which are held every five years, is the election of the 

CCP’s Central Committee, which is a political body that is 

comprised of China’s top leaders. This year, 2,296 dele-

gates will be in attendance, representing the CCP’s rough-

ly 90 million members. This is the most important event in 

the world of Chinese politics, as it determines China’s 

leadership and also indicates the direction the country will 

be heading in the near future, with implications for dec-

ades to come. These party congresses take place behind 

closed doors - not unlike the Vatican’s conclaves - and the 

leadership selection process is secret. Global media 

sources suggest that President Xi Jinping will be re-

elected as general secretary of the CCP or newly elected 

as chairman of the CCP. If the former happens, then it will 

be his third term as leader of his country, following the 

removal of a two-term limit in February 2018. It won’t 

exactly be a cake walk for him, though, as he’s currently 

having to deal with domestic economic instability while 

navigating choppy foreign relations globally. We’ll see! 

 

 

 

 

 

Just in case the CCP hasn’t invited you to their congress this year, don’t despair! Instead, come be part of the Northwest 

China Council’s own congress (a.k.a. the Annual Meeting), which will once again be held on Zoom. It will occur on 

Thursday, Oct. 27, 2022 at 7pm and will feature a fun introduction to the Movie Chat program. Register  here! 

Annual Meeting: Oct. 27, 2022 

Mini Movie Chat  

Visit with fellow attendees 

Held on Zoom 

“State of the Council” report 

by President Jim Mockford 

https://www.firstsaturdaypdx.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYocuuvqT0sGNzixTBEVATKYbOsnwZhj4Oc
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Jeffrey Kinkley on Chinese Fiction  

Thanks to Our Sponsors 

The NWCC’s own Dr. Jeffrey Kinkley was recorded in a 

podcast and in a YouTube video for “The Translated 

Chinese Literature Podcast,” hosted by the Scottish liter-

ary scholar and enthusiast Angus Stewart, Episode 75, 

posted July 23, 2022. The main topic was Julia Lovell’s 

translation of A Yi’s “The Curse.” Other discussion con-

cerned the author A Yi and recent PRC authors’ crime-

themed fiction generally, both genre mystery fiction and 

more avant-garde works. The podcast is available here, 

and the YouTube video here. It’s fascinating material! 

Please check it out.              

Jeffrey C. Kinkley is a retired professor from St. John’s 

University, New York, where he taught modern Chinese 

history and literature. He is currently a courtesy profes-

sor of history and of world languages and literatures at 

Portland State University. A John Simon Guggenheim 

fellow, author of four monographs on modern Chinese 

literature, and occasional translator of Chinese fiction, 

he continues his research interest in popular detective 

and mystery fiction set in China, by Chinese and other 

global authors.   

https://trchfic.podbean.com/e/chicken-thief/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRrsnvlUuhI


7 

 

Northwest China Council Membership Application Form 

Northwest China Council Members receive invitations to China Council events, a subscription to the quarterly newsletter and         

discounts on admissions fees and books. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/zip  

Home Phone  

Email  

Occupation  

Special Interest in China  

Work Phone  

 

I would like to volunteer to help the China Council with: 

 Assisting at events 

 Publicity 

 Hosting/Escorting speakers/Chinese visitors 

 Office Work 

 Fund-raising 

 Recruiting members 

 Research 

Membership Category — Please check the category you wish: 

Individual 

Family 

Senior (65+) 

Student (Full-time) 

 $50 

 $75 

 $25 

 $10 

 $150 

 $250 

 $500 

 $1,000 

Sponsor 

Major Donor 

Patron 

Phoenix Circle 

Please detach and return with a check payable to the Northwest China Council. To use MasterCard or Visa, please complete the following information. 

 

Card No.                                                               Expiration Date                                                      Signature 

Established in 1980, the Northwest China Council is a non-profit, non-partisan, dues-based educational organization. Our mission is to promote greater understanding 

of Chinese history, culture, business, contemporary affairs, and US-China relations in the Portland, Oregon metropolitan area. And to build a bridge between the peo-

ples of Oregon and China. 

On September 9th, I had the pleasure of visiting BG’s 

Food Cartel, which is Beaverton’s first food cart pod, 

located in the center of town, across from Beaverton 

City Hall. It was my first time there, and I looked      

forward to enjoying lunch from the Chinese Lucky 

Dragon cart, located in the rear of the pod.  

 

So upon arriving and perusing the menu, I decided on 

the Teriyaki Chicken Noodle dish, which according to 

their description consisted of “soft noodle stir fried with 

chicken, onion, scallion, carrots, and bell peppers sea-

soning with teriyaki sauce.” I ordered it, and just had to 

wait a few minutes (it helps to order around 11:30, be-

fore the regular lunch crowd starts trickling in) before 

being summoned to pick it up. Well here it is below! It 

was piping hot and delicious, and exactly what I wanted 

at that moment. It was a warm, lovely day, just perfect 

for eating outside at a picnic table, under an umbrella. 

I’m glad I went there and will return in the future.  

 

The NWCC has been exploring Portland’s food carts cul-

ture and if you have any recommendations for Chinese or 

Asian fusion food carts in your area please let us know. 

Who knows, next time we might try Tibetan! 

        

     -Shireen Farrahi 

Food Cart Fun: Chinese Lucky Dragon 

https://bgfoodcartel.com/
https://bgfoodcartel.com/
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Major Contributors to the Northwest China Council 

 

Corporate Phoenix ($500+) 

Kumquat Kids Productions, Sinotech 

 

Corporate Member ($250+) 

Double River Forwarding LLC, Mark Spencer Hotel, PSU Institute for Asian Studies 

  

Non-Profit or Educational ($150+) 

Lan Su Chinese Garden, UO Center for Asian and Pacific Studies (CAPS) 

 

Phoenix Circle ($1,000+) 

Gordon and Katherine Keane 

 

Patron ($500+) 

Homer L. Chin, M.D., Mike Hoffman & Sue Pickgrobe, Stephen Wadley, Ph.D, 

Joanne C. Wakeland 

  

Major Donors ($250+)  

Marilyn Beach, Ph.D, Margaret S. Davis, Thomas Geiger, Ruth Hale, Jane Larson, 

Laura Schlafly, Ann Wetherell, Ph.D & Chad Southwell 

  

Sponsor Members ($150+) 

Joanne Jene, M.D, Jeffrey Kinkley, Ph.D, Jeffrey Lang, Andrew Vetterlein, 

Linda Walton, Ph.D., Grace Warren, John M. Wong   

Board of Directors 

Jim Mockford, President 

Joanne Wakeland, Secretary 

Michael Bloom, Treasurer 

Hong Chou, Director 

Jeffrey Kinkley, Ph.D, Director 

David W. Kohl, Director 

Joe Liston, Director 

 

Staff 

John M. Wong, Executive Director 

Jan Vreeland, Membership Coordi-
nator 

Willow Zheng, Mandarin Teacher 

Shireen Farrahi, Newsletter Editor 

 

 


