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Letter From The President
Dear China Council friends,
Welcome to the Year of the Tiger!
2022 is truly a “Year of the
(Siberian) Tiger!” as the April
snow in Portland fell when I began to draft this “Spring” newsletter column. Northwest China
Council held our Virtual Chinese
New Year Celebration on February 19 with a special musical program by Dr. Jerry Lin on
Erhu and Mr. Hai Bi on Guzheng and that video is now
posted at https://nwchina.org/videos/ We enjoyed seeing
NWCC members Linda Salmonson win the raffle drawing
from Paper Tiger Coffee Roasters in Vancouver, WA
https://papertigercoffee.com/ and Stephanie Kohl win a
children’s book bag from Kumquat Kids Productions
https://kumquatkids.com/

As one of the NWCC’s “YEAR OF THE TIGER” programs
we are working with the Mandarin Immersion Program at
Martin Luther King School to present a “Zoom to the Zoo”
Tiger Talk by ZooMontana executive director Jeff Ewelt on
May 6. ZooMontana has two Amur tigers named Jasmine
and Sofi who are among the rarest and largest species of
tiger in the world and are found in the Russian Far East and
China along the Amur/Heilong River. The story of Tiger
Rescue by Jeff has appeared in the news at:
Meet ZooMontana's tigers (VIDEO) | Watch (msn.com) and
we are delighted to coordinate Jeff’s talk to MLK students
in Portland. See Page 3 for more details.

details on Page 4. Also, check out the latest updates on our
Movie Chats and China Chats programs on Pages 3 and 4.
You also won’t want to miss the review of a fascinating
book on the internal workings in the Chinese corridors of
power, on Page 5. And now, for a brief mention of events
around the northwest:

Seattle: My recent journeys took me to see exhibits at the
Wing Luke Museum in Seattle HOME - Wing Luke Museum and a wonderful concert at Benaroya Hall by the Seattle
Symphony which held the Celebrate Asia Concert in March
featuring the U.S. premier of Tan Dun’s “Trombone Concerto: Three Muses in Video Game” performed by master
trombonist Ko-ichiro Yamamoto from which a selection is
posted on YouTube at https://youtu.be/eqpr9Ph3bVM

Tacoma: The Chinese Reconciliation Park with Fuzhou
Ting Pavilion provides a sweeping view of the Tacoma harbor and access to the waterfront walk. It is well worth the
visit to learn the story of this important Chinese community
that was once part of Tacoma:
https://www.tacomachinesepark.org/

Finally, last but certainly not least., see the top of Page 2 for
the NWCC’s tribute to the late Portland Mayor Bud Clark,
who did so much in his life to make Portland the unique and
culturally-vibrant city that it is today. His spirit lives on in
the present-day Portland-Suzhou sister city relationship as
Other events coming up include a Women’s Leadership Fo- well as the NWCC itself, where members including myself
rum on China-U.S. relations in 2022, featuring guest speak- were fortunate to have had the privilege to know him.
er Machada Smith-McGovern who will be discussing the
-Jim Mockford
most recent trends in anti-hate efforts in the U.S. More

Tribute to Mayor Bud Clark: Revisiting the 2010 Flying Horse Award
The NWCC was saddened to learn of the passing of
former Portland mayor J.E. “Bud” Clark on February
1, 2022 at age 90. Not only was Mayor Clark revered
for his bold, unconventional approach towards city
politics which gave way towards
establishing Portland’s signature
“weirdness,” but he was also a
key player in establishing today’s
sister city relationship between
Portland and Suzhou, China,
through which we are now enjoying Lan Su Chinese Garden. He
served as Mayor of Portland from
1985 to 1992.

out, and, while many members of the delegation
bowed out, he and three others still made the trip to
complete the signing, emphasizing that this was a
“people to people” relationship.
The Flying Horse Award was presented to Mayor Clark at the
NWCC’s annual Chinese New Year
Dinner Auction on February 20,
2010. Among those present were
NWCC President Michael Bloom
and NWCC President-elect Cathy
Chinn, as well as Robert Fraser and
Lynne McIntyre of the PortlandSuzhou Sister City Association.

Especially noteworthy about his
The NWCC will remember Mayor
role in this achievement was the
greater political context in which Mayor Bud Clark & NWCC President Clark and his contributions to
Jim Mockford
Portland and the local Chinese
this came about. Following a visit
community with great fondness,
to Portland in 1988 by the Suzhou Goodwill Delegaand
will
always
treasure
its interactions with this betion, he and a delegation from Portland were scheduled
loved local legend.
to fly to Suzhou in 1989 to sign the sister city agree–Shireen Farrahi
ment. But then the Tiananmen Square protests broke

China Business Network
NWCC China Business Network programming kicked off the year on March 24 with “A Tale of Two Port
Cities (during the pandemic)” featuring Michael Fowler, Managing Director and Senior Trade Consultant at
the World Trade Center Tacoma in Tacoma, WA; and Michael Richards, Bulk and Breakbulk Manager at Port
of Portland. The webinar was moderated by David W. Kohl, Global Trade Liaison - Oregon Small Business
Development Center and is now posted on YouTube at https://youtu.be/ZI8AAE-NE80

NWCC is joining with the Washington State China Relations Council to share the Export Webinar with the
US-China Business Council on May 10 at 10am (PDT). The registration link will be posted soon. It should be
of interest to members to read the US Export Report 2022 (US Exports of Goods and Services to China by
State and Congressional District) prepared by Ian Hutchinson and Erin Slawson which is now available at US
Export Report 2022 (uschina.org)
We are hoping to organize an in-person CBN meeting later in the year so please share your ideas with us by
email and we will see if the “weather” permits!
-Jim Mockford
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“Zoom to the Zoo” - Amur Tiger Talk
Coming soon! In this Year of the Tiger, the NWCC will be presenting a virtual field trip to ZooMontana with
ZooMontana Executive Director Jeff Ewelt, which has been coordinated by the NWCC for the Mandarin Immersion Program at Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School in Portland. He will tell the story of Amur tigers as
well as his zoo’s efforts to rescue them, featuring special guest stars Jasmine and Sofi. The event will take place
on May 6, 1:00-1:30pm on Google Chat, hosted by the MLK Media Center; and will be recorded for after-event
sharing with NWCC members. More details to follow!

Jeff Ewelt, ZooMontana

Jasmine

Sofi

From the ZooMontana website: ZooMontana is a zoological/botanical garden, accredited arboretum and educational facility in Billings Montana. We are dedicated to the conservation of wildlife throughout Montana and the
45th parallel of earth. ZooMontana cares for over 80 animals of 56 different species, including Amur Tigers,
Grizzly Bear, Wolverine, River Otters, Takin, and Canada Lynx, among others, most of which are rescues.
https://www.zoomontana.org/.

Movie Chats Series 2022
Pop that corn, watch these movies, and join us for a year of stimulating discussions! The lineup for the second
three months of 2022 is below. Please visit the NWCC website for more event details, including movie links.
April 25: I W ish I Knew (2010, Kanopy) - Director: Jia Zhangke. Commissioned by the Shanghai Expo, this film
examines the tumult of 20th-century history in Shanghai as well as its film history through the recollections of seniors from all walks of life, including those of Taiwan film director Hou Hsiao-Hsien.
May 30: Cinema of V engeance (1994, Kanopy) - This documentary surveys martial arts in the Hong Kong film
industry throughout the 20th century, from the black-and-white era all the way through the emerging international
appeal of John Woo. Features TV clips and interviews with many of the greats such as Bruce Lee.
June - Flower Drum Song (1961, Kanopy) - This classic Rodgers & Hammerstein musical comedy centers on the
romantic wiles of Chinese immigrant Mei Li and others as they all devise plans to get the partner they want.
Then, please save the dates for the following chats in summer:
July 25: Chinese Murder Mystery (2012, Kanopy)
August 29: Readymade (2009, Kanopy)
September 26: Daybreak (1933, YouTube)
As one of the NWCC’s educational programs, the objective of the Movie Chat program is to facilitate further understanding of China-oriented affairs from the perspective of cinematic expression. Join us at 7pm on usually the
last Monday of each month on Zoom video to discuss the movie of the month. Please view the movie beforehand.
They are available on Kanopy and YouTube as noted.
3

China Chats
More Chats to come this year! The NWCC has many more fascinating China Chats ahead. The lineup for
the second quarter of 2022 is below, featuring topics related to Taiwan, World War II, and martial arts legend Bruce Lee. Please visit the NWCC website for more event details. See you at the Chats!
April 21: Reporting Taiwan: History, Transformation, and New Opportunities by Dr. Chiaoning Su, Professor, Department of Communication and Journalism at Oakland University, Michigan - for details please see
Upcoming Events on page 7
May 19: Fallen Tigers: The Fate of A merica’s Missing Airmen in China During World War II by author
Daniel Jackson. Jackson presents the spellbinding story of the “Flying Tigers,” whose planes were downed
by the Japanese, and the heroic efforts of both Communist and Nationalist Chinese, united against a common enemy, to return them safely to American custody… at all costs. More information on the book here:
https://www.kentuckypress.com/9780813180809/fallen-tigers/
June 23: Bruce Lee: Sifu, Friend, and Big Brother by author Doug Palmer. Being a longtime friend of Bruce
Lee as well as one of his youngest martial arts students affords Palmer special insight into the character of
this fun-loving but intense young man who trained a multicultural group of local toughs in empty parking
lots and backyards around Seattle and had an uncanny ability to learn from different fighting traditions.
https://www.chinmusicpress.com/product-page/bruce-lee-sifu-friend-and-big-brother
China Chats is a program of the NWCC to present notables for timely discussion of their areas of Chinarelated expertise, and to allow the audience to ask questions.

Rising Above Hate -- May 11, 2022
Rising Above Hate: Trends in Diversity, Inclusion, and Gender Equity

Youngren-Brown

Smith-McGovern

In this China Chat, Machada Smith-McGovern will dive deeper into the distur bing rise of hate cr imes and
incidents in the AAPI community and examine emerging trends in the field of diversity & inclusion. She will
also discuss her journey to the field of DEI through cross-cultural education, building allyship between marginalized communities, & fostering understanding across our differences.
Machada Smith-McGovern is the Or ganizational Development Associate for Inter Exchange, a Depar tment of State designated J-1 visa sponsor and cultural exchange non-profit organization. She also serves as an
independent consultant and Senior Facilitator at Translator, an innovative DEI analytics software agency.
The chat will be moderated by Mara Youngren-Brown, Customer Success Oper ations Enablement Coor dinator at NAVEX Global and Northwest China Council volunteer.
Please register for this education and timely talk on the Northwest China Council website: www.nwchina.org
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Book Review: Red Roulette
from having to borrow money from Shum’s parents for
living expenses to Duan becoming a billionaire, and Shum
a millionaire (although married, Duan controlled most of
the wealth in her company, Great Ocean).
Most of the book details how their wealth was made: the
arduous cultivation of guanxi at various levels, the use of
western capital and technology, the bribes, timing, and
luck that contributed to their fortunes. Shum also describes
how the red aristocracy (children and grandchildren of
revolutionary leaders), the “princelings”, are provided
wealth and protection, while others, including Shum,
Duan, Zhang Peili, and Wen Jiabao, no matter how
faultless and hardworking, can be imprisoned and their
wealth confiscated at political turns. It is who you know.

Red Roulette: An Insider's Story of Wealth, Power,
Corruption, and Vengeance in Today's China
By Desmond Shum, Simon & Shuster, Sept. 2021, 320 pg.
This is a fascinating book written by Desmond Shum using
his rags to riches story to give an insider's view of how
business was done during a period of China’s great
economic transformation, from 1993 to 2014, when he was
intimately involved in investment projects in Beijing and
elsewhere in China. It is also a story of how a self-avowed
patriot and former Little Red Guard turned against the
Communist Party and its roulette-like business climate.
Desmond was born in Shanghai in 1968, at the height of
China’s Cultural Revolution. His father resented Maoism
and lack of opportunity and moved the family to Hong
Kong in 1978. There Desmond went to the prestigious
Queen’s College secondary school, graduating in the top 5,
and competed in swimming where he almost made Hong
Kong’s Olympic team. In 1989, he traveled to the
University of Wisconsin-Madison for a degree in Finance
and Accounting.

Although Shum loved Duan, their fights over the
development and management of the Bulgari Hotel and
personal money matters led to their divorce in 2014 with
Shum moving to London with their eight-year-old son.
Perhaps this was fortunate timing. Xi Jinping had come to
power, and as part of his “anti-corruption” campaign, the
Wen Jiabao family got caught up, with the Wen children
forced to “donate” their wealth to the State. Duan herself
has been detained under house arrest since 2017 and
silenced. She was only heard in 2021, as Shum was doing
pre-publication interviews for “Red Roulette”. She called
Shum to plea with him to halt the publication of the book,
with her handlers listening to the call. He said he couldn't,
that only the publisher had the power to halt it. Shum says
that the silver lining was that he was able to speak to his ex
-wife and find out she was not in prison, and that his son
was able to speak to his mother after four years of silence.
Shum hopes that his parents in Hong Kong are not harmed
by the publication of his book.
–by John M. Wong

He returned to China in 1993 where he believed his
western education would make a difference and help to
transform the country while, of course, making him
wealthy. He soon met Whitney Duan, an energetic,
charismatic, and ultimate insider who had cultivated
alliances using guanxi and had obtained the sponsorship
and friendship of Zhang Peili, the wife of China’s Premier,
Wen Jiabao. In China, it is often more about who you
know, rather than what you know. They married and with
complementary skills and equal ambitions became one of
China’s power couples. In 20 years, the couple progressed

Shum & Duan, happier times, in 2004
5

The Tiger in Traditional Chinese Culture
The tiger has served as a traditional art motif throughout
Chinese history. Revered for
its beauty, prowess, and ferocity, this majestic animal has
long incited awe and admiration. Along with the dragon,
phoenix, and tortoise, the tiger
is considered one of the four
“super intelligent” creatures in
traditional Chinese culture.

to be “king of the mountains,”
with the power to ward off
evil. This power has traditionally been harnessed by people
through the use of tiger images and charms in daily life.

In ancient times, people believed that tigers turned white
after 500 years, could live
1,000 years, and that upon a
tiger's death its spirit would
The tiger also represents the
enter the earth and become
masculine principle in nature
amber; and in fact the origiand is king of all the animals, Painting by Gao Qifeng (高奇峰, 1888-1933) nal Chinese term for amber
as shown by the four stripes
was "Soul of the Tiger".
on its forehead, which form the character Wang (王),
or King. In addition, the tiger is associated with autumn, during which time it would come down from
mountains into villages. Indeed, it is also considered

People born in the Year of the Tiger are considered
to be brave, independent, stubborn, optimistic, tolerant, sympathetic, and generous; will live long, and
are born to command and not obey.

Thanks to Our Sponsors
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Upcoming Events

Coming up just around the corner! On April 21, Dr. Chiaoning Su will give a China
Chat presentation called Reporting Taiwan: History, Transformation, and New Opportunities. The focus of her talk will be on various historical and political factors
that shape and reshape Taiwan’s international news coverage. She will also introduce
digital practices and strategic messaging launched by this young and vibrant democracy to amplify its global visibility. Dr. Su received her Ph.D. in Media and Communication from Temple University and is an assistant professor in the Department of
Communication and Journalism at Oakland University in Rochester, Michigan. So be
sure to join us on Thursday, April 21, 7-8pm PST, via Zoom Webinar. This event is
free and open to the public. Register via your email notice or at nwchina.org.
Also in April, you won’t want to miss the NWCC’s first in-person event taking place
since the end of 2019. Join local filmmaker Ran Sheng for a screening and discussion
of his short film, Karma Has Y ou, at the beautifully renovated Harold & Arlene
Schnitzer Center for Art and Design at the Pacific Northwest College of Art, located
at 511 NW Broadway in downtown Portland. Sheng is a native of Beijing who developed his passion for stop-motion animation before coming to Portland in 2015 and
receiving a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from PNCA in 2018. So join us on Friday,
April 29, 3-4pm PST. NWCC members and PNCA students may attend in person,
and light refreshments will be available. All others may attend via Zoom Webinar.
This event is free and open to the public. Register via email notice or at nwchina.org.

Northwest China Council Membership Application Form
Northwest China Council Members receive invitations to China Council events, a subscription to the quarterly newsletter and
discounts on admissions fees and books.
Name

I would like to volunteer to help the China Council with:

Address

Assisting at events

City/State/zip

Publicity

Home Phone

Work Phone

Hosting/Escorting speakers/Chinese visitors

Email

Office Work

Occupation

Fund-raising

Special Interest in China

Recruiting members

Research
Membership Category — Please check the category you wish:
Individual

$50

Sponsor

$150

Family

$75

Major Donor

$250

Senior (65+)

$25

Patron

$500

Student (Full-time)

$10

Phoenix Circle

$1,000

Please detach and return with a check payable to the Northwest China Council. To use MasterCard or Visa, please complete the following information.

Card No.

Expiration Date

Signature

Established in 1980, the Northwest China Council is a non-profit, non-partisan, dues-based educational organization. Our mission is to promote greater understanding
of Chinese history, culture, business, contemporary affairs, and US-China relations in the Portland, Oregon metropolitan area. And to build a bridge between the peoples of Oregon and China.
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Please place
US First Class
Postage
here

Northwest China Council
4110 SE Hawthorne Blvd. #128
Portland, OR 97214

Major Contributors to the Northwest China Council
Corporate Phoenix
Sinotech

Board of Directors

Corporate Member
Mark Spencer Hotel, Double River Forwarding LLC, Kumquat Kids Productions, PSU
Institute for Asian Studies

Joanne Wakeland, Secretary

Non-Profit or Educational
Business Oregon, Oregon College of Oriental Medicine, UO Center for Asian and Pacific
Studies (CAPS), Lan Su Chinese Garden

Hong Chou, Director

Jim Mockford, President

Michael Bloom, Treasurer

Jeffrey Kinkley, Ph.D, Director
David W. Kohl, Director

Phoenix Circle
Gordon and Katherine Keane

Joe Liston, Director

Patron
Kathryn & Thomas Albert, Mike Hoffman & Sue Pickgrobe, Stephen Wadley, Ph.D;
Joanne C. Wakeland
Major Donors
Margaret S. Davis, Ruth Hale, Jane Larson, Laura Schlafly, Ann Wetherell, Ph.D &
Chad Southwell
Sponsor Members
Marilyn Beach, Ph.D; Homer L. Chin, M.D.; Joanne Jene, M.D; Jeffrey Kinkley, Ph.D;
Andrew Vetterlein; Grace Warren; John M. Wong
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Staff
John M. Wong, Executive Director
Jan Vreeland, Membership Coordinator
Willow Zheng, Mandarin Teacher
Shireen Farrahi, Newsletter Editor

