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Letter From The President 
 

translator Dr. Frederik Green on February 24th at 7pm 

who will present “Bird Talk by Xu Xu: Modern Tales of 

a Chinese Romantic.” Our Host/Moderator board mem-

ber Dr. Jeffrey Kinkley is a translator of the great Chi-

nese writer Shen Congwen and a contemporary of Xu 

Xu. Dr. Frederik Green is Professor of Chinese at San 

Francisco State University and his book is available from 

the publisher here. After you have read Bird Talk please 

let us know your thoughts for our book review column as 

we prepare for several book talks and book reviews dur-

ing the year. 

 

Save the dates for the May and June China Chat book 

talks and look for further information in our spring news-

letter and program announcements with links to registra-

tion close to the announced dates below: 

 

May 19 7pm Daniel Jackson, author of “Fallen Tigers: 

America’s Missing Airmen in China during World War 

II” which is available from the publisher Kentucky Uni-

versity Press here;  

 

June 23 7pm Doug Palmer, author of “Bruce Lee: Sifu, 

Friend, and Big Brother” which is available from Chin 

Music Press here. 

 

On page 6, David W. Kohl provides an update for our 

China Business Network which has not met during Covid 

but we will soon announce some virtual programs to take 

place in 2022. Stay tuned for details to be provided in a 

CBN Newsflash to be sent to you soon. 

 

I am looking forward to our virtual Chinese New Year 

Celebration to be held online on February 19th with mu-

sical presentations, door prizes and some short sharing of 

stories related to “Lions and Tigers and Lanterns Oh My”  

In our next newsletter we plan to talk about Mandarin 

Immersion programs in Oregon, NWCC Mandarin Clas-

ses online, and other news about Chinese language stud-

ies that have been impacted by the pandemic during the 

past two years. We also hope to have good news for sum-

mer activities out and about the area. I look forward to 

hearing from you with news about your China adventures 

in 2022. 

     -Jim Mockford 

Dear China Council friends: 

 

In this first newsletter of 2022, I 

extend my new year greetings to 

you all with hopes for a healthy 

and happy Year of the Tiger. It 

remains a challenge to manage 

our lives during the continuing 

pandemic but we have developed 

a calendar of virtual programs 

with our online China Chats, 

Movie Nights, and the return of 

China Business Network during the first half of the year. 

 

We deeply appreciate the grant from the Oregon Arts and 

Recovery Fund of the Oregon Community Foundation in 

November 2021 for “general operating support in re-

sponse to the COVID-19 outbreak” and this made a major 

impact on our ability to continue programming in 2022 

along with your memberships and financial support for 

which we are extremely grateful. We have delayed plans 

for “PopUp In-Person” events for a few months due to 

health and safety issues but hope that our spring newslet-

ter will bring some better news about venturing out into 

the community. 

 

I am delighted that we are able to offer a Creative Profes-

sional Series within the China Chat program that begins 

on January 20th at 7pm with “My Art Journey from China 

To America” by Yingzong Xin, Character Designer at 

Pixar Animation Studios and a recipient of Forbes Maga-

zine selection for “30 Under 30 in 2022” honors for her 

creative contributions including work on the 2021 Oscar 

Winning Best Animation Short Film “Soul” and more re-

cently “Twenty Something” and other projects that she 

will share with us on Zoom.  

 

The Creative Professional Series will continue on March 

16th with Jingzi Zhao and a “Noon Zoom” talk about her 

work as a remarkable dance and portrait photographer and 

owner of www.jingziphotography.com here in Portland. 

 

Our first China Chat book talk of the year will welcome  

 

https://www.stonebridge.com/catalog-2020/Bird-Talk-and-Other-Stories-by-Xu-Xu
https://www.kentuckypress.com/9780813180809/fallen%09-%20tigers/
https://www.chinmusicpress.com/product-page/bruce-lee-sifu-friend-and-big-brother
http://www.jingziphotography.com
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In Memoriam: Charles Hui 1955-2022 

China Chats Series 2022 

New year, new Chats! The NWCC has a fabulous year of China and Movie Chats ahead. The lineup of China 

Chats for the first three months of 2022 is below. Please visit the NWCC website for more event details. 

January 20: My Art Journey from China to the U.S. -  for details see Upcoming Events on page 7 

February 24: Bird Talk and Other Stories by Xu Xu  - Xu Xu was one of the most popular Chinese authors of 

the 20th century, known for unique commentary on China in this tumultuous era. Dr. Frederik Green of San 

Francisco State University will explore Xu Xu’s literary impact as well as certain translations of his works. 

March 16: Jingzi Zhao - Portland photographer Jingzi Zhao will discuss her life story and career, which car-

ried her to four continents before finally bringing her to Portland, where she runs a photography business 

which specializes in dancers on location in Portland at various landmarks, neighborhoods, and businesses. 

Then, please save the dates for the following chats in spring: 

April 21: Taiwan Perspective by Dr. Chiaoning Su, Professor, Department of Communication and Journalism 

at Oakland University, Michigan 

May 19: Fallen Tigers: America’s Missing Airmen in China During World War II  by author Daniel Jackson 

June 23: Bruce Lee: Sifu, Friend, and Big Brother by author Doug Palmer 

China Chats is a program of the NWCC to present notables for timely discussion of their areas of China-

related expertise, and to allow the audience to ask questions. 

Charles Hui was born in Hong Kong and immigrated 

to Portland with his wife, 

Rosaline in 1994. Together, 

they established the Port-

land Chinese Times in 

1997, Portland’s first week-

ly Chinese newspaper. 

Charles was blessed with 

musical talent and organi-

zational skills that allowed 

him to motivate and em-

power Chinese participa-

tion in the community. In 

2000, he organized the 

“Chinese New Year Cultur-

al Fair”, the largest annual 

community celebration in 

Portland. Also in 2000, he 

founded the Hong Kong Club of Oregon to help immi-

grants assimilate into their new life. In 2003, Charles 

founded the Portland Art and Cultural Center, a non-

profit, whose mission is to 

educate the younger gen-

eration of their Chinese 

heritage and culture 

through music and art. 

In 2015, Charles and 

Rosaline Hui were hon-

ored with the Northwest 

China Council Flying 

Horse Award for their 

outstanding community 

service. 

The China Council will 

miss Charles’s gifts and 

leadership in making Port-

land a better place, and 

send condolences to his 

wife, Rosaline, daughter, Elirissa, and son, Jason. 
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NWCC Chinese New Year Celebration 2022 

Movie Chats Series 2022 

Year of the Tiger Chinese New Year Celebration  

February 19th, 2022  7:00-8:30pm on Zoom 

Cost: Free for NWCC members and friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come participate in this spectacular annual event! Order or prepare a Chinese dinner and 

join us to learn about Chinese traditions around this time of year. Enjoy live erhu and 

guzheng music, breakout room “mingling,” and door prizes. 

Please visit nwchina.org for more information and to register. See you then! 

Pop that corn, watch these movies, and join us for a year of stimulating discussions! The lineup for the first 

three months of 2022 is below. Please visit the NWCC website for more event details, including movie links. 

January 25: Mr. Toilet: The World’s #2 Man (2019, Kanopy) - for details see Upcoming Events on page 7 

February 28: Back to 1942 (2012, YouTube) - Director: Feng Xiaogang. Based on Liu Zhenyun’s novel Re-

membering 1942, this movie examines a major famine which devastated China’s Henan Province in 1942 dur-

ing the Second Sino-Japanese War. Premiered at the International Rome Film Festival in 2012. 

March 28: Go Back to China (2020, Kanopy) - When spoiled rich girl Sasha Li blows through half her trust 

fund, she is cut off by her father and forced to go back to China to work for the family toy business. Official 

selection at the SXSW Film Festival. 

Then, please save the dates for the following chats in spring: 

April 25:  I Wish I Knew (2010, Kanopy) - Director: Jia Zhangke. 

May 30: Cinema of Vengeance (1993, Kanopy) 

June 27: Flower Drum Song (1961, Kanopy) 

As one of the NWCC’s educational programs, the objective of the Movie Chat program is to facilitate further 

understanding of China-oriented affairs from the perspective of cinematic expression. Join us at 7pm on usu-

ally the last Monday of each month on Zoom video to discuss the movie of the month. Please view the movie 

beforehand. They are available on Kanopy and YouTube as noted. 
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 Book Review: How Asia Works 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a book that explains why some Asian coun-

tries have prospered (e.g., Japan, Taiwan, South Ko-

rea, China) and others have not (e.g., Philippines, 

Indonesia, Malaysia). It dispels myths and miscon-

ceptions held in the West.  

The author delineated a three-part developmental 

framework which has proven to work for Japan, 

South Korea, Taiwan and China, namely:  

1) increase agricultural output by redistributing land 

as fairly as possible to all those who farm, providing 

incentive for households to put in the intensive labor, 

using the abundant labor available, then;  

2) focus on manufacturing which is more conducive 

to employing unskilled labor, while providing the 

opportunity to learn and improve the skill level of 

the labor force; with manufacturing much easier to 

scale up for low-skilled labor than service jobs, and 

just as important; 

3) provide the finance and infrastructures necessary 

for the first two parts to succeed. This includes pro-

tective financial policies during the early stages of a 

country's development as well as the subsidizing of 

key industries to catch up and compete in the global 

marketplace. 

Land reform and overcoming feudal land ownership 

was important to these developing nations, allowing 

more citizens to benefit from food production, and 

creating a strong middle class. 

A passage provides a plausible explanation why the 

Great Leap Forward turned out to be calamitous for 

the Chinese people. With the land redistribution of 

the late 1940s to early 50s in the early communist 

years, agricultural output was widely agreed to have 

increased 40-70 percent. In 1956, following the ex-

amples of Russia and North Korea, Mao instituted 

agricultural collectives. These changes, along with 

an industrialization drive, were presented as China’s 

Great Leap Forward. What happened with the dis-

ruption of agricultural output were the famines in 

1959-61 which ended with an estimated 30-40 mil-

lion people starving to death. Fortunately for China, 

Deng reverted back to small household farming 

which increased output again. 

The second point the author made was that focusing 

on manufacturing rather than service industries has a 

greater multiplier effect and return. The examples he 

gave were India and Bangalore, which have grown to 

be competitive in call center businesses thanks to the 

ability to work worldwide through long distance ca-

bles and satellites. He pointed out that each service 

representative can only serve one customer at a time. 

The service operators must all be educated and indi-

vidually trained and do not provide the multiplier 

effect that unskilled labor, coupled with labor-saving 

machines can, producing goods at a much greater 

rate. Since those service businesses only cover a 

small percentage of the population versus manufac-

turing, he observed and predicted that India would 

take much longer to develop.  

With big yields farmers would have the wealth to 

demand other consumer goods, which would in turn 

encourage manufacturing. Well-known East Asian 

companies that started that way included Toyota and 

Nissan building robust small cars for rural transport, 

and Honda’s 50cc engine was used to convert bicy-

cles to motorcycles.  

The third important part is the support necessary, 

both financial and other infrastructures, to ensure 

that the agricultural sector is thriving. The state’s 

role is to focus capital on small-scale agriculture and 

manufacturing, as well as on a development strategy 

that produces the fastest technological learning, ra-

ther than on short-term returns and personal con-

sumption. One of the myths and misconceptions the 

author pointed out is the supremacy of free trade. 

When the U.S. was in its developmental stages, its 

industries were protected by tariffs and other means. 

How Asia Works: Success and Failure 

in the World’s Most Dynamic Region. 

By Joe Studwell, 2013, 320 pages. 
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 Book Review: How Asia Works (cont.) 

For the U.S., it was only after their manufacturing 

had achieved superiority that free trade became the 

preferred policy. Competition is useful at a later 

stage in promoting efficiency and reducing waste, 

but only if the playing field is level, and pitting de-

veloped economies against developing ones would 

kill the developing economies.  

It makes sense for a nation to first improve agricul-

tural output, then work on manufacturing as a way to 

gain knowhow and production, thus pulling a coun-

try up by its bootstraps. In early developmental stag-

es, just growing enough food to eat would be very 

important, so as not to have to spend foreign reserves 

to purchase food from abroad. Food surplus would 

also be conducive for people to have the time and 

wealth to spend on commerce and education - for 

example the stories that the Jiangnan (江南) areas 

had always been prosperous enough to have suffi-

cient food, so this area produced lots of scholars, 

which continued to this day with much higher educa-

tional standards in Shanghai or Hong Kong or other 

coastal cities. 

The use of this framework or lack of not only ex-

plains why most of the SE Asian countries have not 

been as successful, but also why the reminder of the 

BRIC countries other than China were lacking in 

land reform to build a solid agricultural foundation 

and why broad-based participation in the economy 

by the people are sputtering out after short growth 

spurts.  

The three main sections of the book go into details of 

how each part of this framework was carried out or 

not in different parts of Asia - contrasting Japan with 

the Philippines, South Korea with Malaysia, as well 

as with what went wrong with Indonesia. The last 

section focused on China. 

If this framework of three steps has been proven to 

work, why is it not more widely adopted? The au-

thors suggested that conditions were just right after 

WWII for that set of reforms to take place, the first 

being drastic reapportionment of land and the sup-

port and prompting by the U.S. in certain countries 

back then. Such actions are now almost impossible 

over much of the world with many other social and 

legal constraints, just like the homeless problems in 

the U.S. are hard to solve due to many policies that 

may make sense each by themselves but are dysfunc-

tional as a whole. Manufacturing has still been mi-

grating to low labor cost areas, so this may be one 

part of the framework that is still widely deployed 

and beneficial. The author makes a good case that 

protectionism and other governmental policies are 

needed to nurture a developing economy before it is 

robust enough for free trade. 

  - by Gabe Zee and John M. Wong 



6 

 
China Business Network: All Eyes on China 

Thanks to Our Sponsors 

 

We are living in uncertain times. Granted, life is always 

uncertain, but the challenges of the last couple of years 

have been remarkable and they are changing the way in 

which the world operates in a fundamental manner. 

The pandemic has forced governments around the world to 

adapt existing behavior and to create policies aimed at mit-

igating both health hazard and economic loss. This is a 

tricky balance, and respective governments are approach-

ing this challenge in various ways. 

The government of the PRC has implemented a strategy 

that is different from that which is seen in many other 

countries. A strict zero-covid strategy has been in place 

and it has been effective in keeping the spread of infection 

relatively low compared to many other countries. This has 

created social challenges for Chinese citizens, but many 

feel that the inconvenience has been worthwhile. 

These policies have also affected manufacturing, as plants 

and entire cities are shut down to mitigate the spread of 

disease. This not only affects local economies and the na-

tional economy, but it also has a ripple effect that is dis-

rupting economies around the world as Chinese manufac-

tured goods are held up and supply chains are broken or 

severely delayed. This is on top of existing challenges in 

the supply chain related to congested ports, lack of truck-

ing service and container availability. 

Many businesses around the world are considering how 

they will proceed with this uncertainty, and how they will 

pivot and adapt to ensure consistency and reliability in 

their supply chains. Establishing new supply chains is 

complex and expensive, but a broken supply chain can be 

devastating. Companies will be keeping a keen eye on how 

China proceeds with its zero-covid strategy and associated 

policies as we move into a new global business landscape. 

The entrance of innovative supply chain-tracking software 

will help with transparency, but tough strategic decisions 

remain for the long term.                                                                       

                                                                                  

 -David W. Kohl MIM, CGBP, Global Trade Lead,                        

            Oregon SBDC Global Trade Center 
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Northwest China Council Membership Application Form 

Northwest China Council Members receive invitations to China Council events, a subscription to the quarterly newsletter and         

discounts on admissions fees and books. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/zip  

Home Phone  

Email  

Occupation  

Special Interest in China  

Work Phone  

 

I would like to volunteer to help the China Council with: 

 Assisting at events 

 Publicity 

 Hosting/Escorting speakers/Chinese visitors 

 Office Work 

 Fund-raising 

 Recruiting members 

 Research 

Membership Category — Please check the category you wish: 

Individual 

Family 

Senior (65+) 

Student (Full-time) 

 $50 

 $75 

 $25 

 $10 

 $150 

 $250 

 $500 

 $1,000 

Sponsor 

Major Donor 

Patron 

Phoenix Circle 

Please detach and return with a check payable to the Northwest China Council. To use MasterCard or Visa, please complete the following information. 

 

Card No.                                                               Expiration Date                                                      Signature 

Established in 1980, the Northwest China Council is a non-profit, non-partisan, dues-based educational organization. Our mission is to promote greater understanding 

of Chinese history, culture, business, contemporary affairs, and US-China relations in the Portland, Oregon metropolitan area. And to build a bridge between the peo-

ples of Oregon and China. 

 

Upcoming Events 

You won’t want to miss this first China Chat of 2022, which promises to be a fasci-

nating look into one rising star’s impact on the U.S. animation industry. Yingzong 

Xin, a character designer at Pixar Studios, will be giving a talk titled My Art Journey 

from China to the U.S. In addition to learning more about her personal story and 

flourishing career, we’ll hear about her art, her favorite artists and subjects, and how 

her Chinese heritage and background still influences the way she draws. Xin received 

her Bachelor’s of Fine Arts from the Beijing Film Academy in 2014 and an MFA 

from the University of Southern California in 2018, before joining Pixar. So be sure 

to join us on Thursday, January 22, 7-8pm PST, via Zoom Webinar. This event is 

free and open to the public. Register via your email notice or at nwchina.org. 

Our first Movie Chat of 2022 will soon be upon us as well! We’ll be getting the year 

of to a truly “crappy” start as we film enthusiasts come together to review Mr. Toilet: 

The World’s #2 Man (2019), available for viewing on Kanopy. The story revolves 

around Singaporean activist Jack Sim, who, following a lucrative career in business, 

decided to dedicate the rest of his life to improving global sanitation. The movie 

chronicles his team’s efforts to bring proper toilet facilities to impoverished areas in 

countries such as India and China. Sim is quite a character with a talent for combin-

ing humor with serious facts, which makes him the perfect  ambassador for this 

cause. Hope you can join us on Monday, January 24th, at 7pm PST on Zoom. This 

event is free and open to the public. Register via your email notice or at nwchina.org. 
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Major Contributors to the Northwest China Council 

Corporate Phoenix 

Sinotech 

 

Corporate Member 

Mark Spencer Hotel, Double River Forwarding LLC, Kumquat Kids Productions, PSU 

Institute for Asian Studies 

  

Non-Profit or Educational 

Business Oregon, Oregon College of Oriental Medicine, UO Center for Asian and    

Pacific Studies (CAPS), Lan Su Chinese Garden 

 

Phoenix Circle 

Gordon and Katherine Keane 

 

Patron 

Kathryn & Thomas Albert, Mike Hoffman & Sue Pickgrobe, Stephen Wadley, Ph.D; 

Joanne C. Wakeland 

  

Major Donors  

Margaret S. Davis, Ruth Hale, Jane Larson, Laura Schlafly, Ann Wetherell, Ph.D & 

Chad Southwell 

  

Sponsor Members 

Marilyn Beach, Ph.D; Homer L. Chin, M.D.; Joanne Jene, M.D; Jeffrey Kinkley, Ph.D; 

Andrew Vetterlein; Grace Warren; John M. Wong   

Board of Directors 

Jim Mockford, President 

Joanne Wakeland, Secretary 

Michael Bloom, Treasurer 

Hong Chou, Director 

Jeffrey Kinkley, Ph.D, Director 

David W. Kohl, Director 

Joe Liston, Director 

 

Staff 

John M. Wong, Executive Director 

Jan Vreeland, Membership Coordi-

nator 

Willow Zheng, Mandarin Teacher 

Shireen Farrahi, Newsletter Editor 


