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On Wednesday May 9th,  we start our long awaited ‘All 

About China’ Reading Club. Our goal is to get together 

members who are interested in Chinese culture, language 

or business who'd like to meet on a monthly basis to 

discuss a book that everyone has read.  What a great way 

of networking and making new friends!  Here's how it 

works:  Each month we will meet in a member's home 

who will host the evening.  With an average of twelve 

members in the group, each member hosts about once a 

year.  Everyone chooses one book. When you host, the 

group discusses the book you've chosen.  We are sure 

everyone is going to enjoy this wonderful new program!  

Contact Alexia Steffen at: asteffen2007@yahoo.com.  

Letter From Our President Movie Night 

Spring is here and the Northwest China Council is picking up 

momentum! In addition to our continuing educational and 

cultural programs, we are adding exciting new opportunities 

for all our members to enjoy.  

Our very popular ―Dinner and a Movie‖ continues on the last 

Thursday of every month featuring a Chinese dinner and 

movie about China. Following the movie there is always a 

lively discussion on a  variety of  thoughts such as dealing 

with aging parents in China (The Shower), war and political 

influence on people (The Blue Kite), or family and community 

relationships (The King of Masks). Lately we have been con-

sidering  Ted Koppel‘s documentary  from the Discovery 

Channel:  ―China, the Peoples Republic of Capitalism‖.  

Check website for upcoming features and join us for interest-

ing discussions and good food ! 

 

Sometimes it seems that we're 

just talking to ourselves.  Our 

members are so well versed in 

Chinese culture, language and 

business.  We're the China 

"stakeholders".   Yet who do 

we talk to about China?    We 

talk to ourselves.  We update 

each other.  We network at business and cultural events, and 

swap stories among our knowledgeable selves.  Yet all 

around us myths spread about China's history and its role in 

the present.  Conservative news reports still refer to "Red" 

China.  As a nation, we worry about China's emergence as a 

superpower while knowing little about China's advances and 

still less about the challenges facing China. 

  

Our organization has more than 350 members.  I propose that 

each of us consider ourselves ambassadors of understanding; 

that we take it upon ourselves to educate and inform when-

ever presented with the opportunity.  Next time you hear 

someone misrepresent Chinese history, culture, or business 

offer information that informs.   Instead of jumping in with 

factual corrections, try asking some questions to learn the 

perspective and context in which that person judges 

China.  Then you can correct the context, without contradict-

ing directly.  Let us reach out to skeptics and China bash-

ers.  We already speak to ourselves. 

  

Michael Bloom, President 

‘All About China’ Reading Program to Begin!  

Chinese Medicine Series 

The Northwest China Council is co-sponsoring a four part series 

on traditional Chinese medicine, to be held at the Multnomah 

County Central Library (US Bank Room) and the NW China 

Council conference room.  Lectures are given by faculty and 

staff of Oregon College of Oriental Medicine, and are meant to 

provide a basis for understanding Chinese medicine.   Please 

mark your calendars, and check the website for the latest 

information on topic and speaker.  The lectures are open to the 

public, a donation of $5 is requested of non-members.  Two 

lectures were held in April; the May series consists of: 

May 13, 2009:  Acupuncture for Pain Relief 

Wednesday, from 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM (Central Library, US 

Bank Room, 801 SW 10th Ave. Portland, OR  97205) 

Theory and practice of acupuncture.  Application in pain relief. 

May 27, 2009:  Food as Medicine in Chinese Cooking 

Wednesday, from 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM (China Council, 127 NW 

3rd Ave., Portland, OR  97209) 

Learn how food can promote health and treat common 
ailments.  Includes a short cooking demonstration. 

 



After the silent auction, the 

attendees were treated to a 

stunning presentation of the 

Lion Dance  

The evening proceeded as 

Michael Bloom, president 

of  the Northwest China 

Council introduced Congressman David Wu to the platform to 

say a few words in apprecia-

tion of the efforts NWCC 

puts forth to bring  harmony 

and cooperation  between 

China and Portland. We 

were honored to have such 

distinguished guests as civic 

leader Sho Dozono and former 

Portland Mayor Bud Clark to 

name a few. 

Another highlight of the eve-

ning was the presentation of 

the Flying Horse  award to 

Stephen Ying for outstanding 

community service. 

Once again the annual Northwest 

China Council Dinner Auction 

was  a  festive evening that all 

enjoyed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We appreciate all the kind support and generous donations. It is 

this type of  community involvement that makes it possible for 

non-profit groups like the NWCC to continuing serving the peo-

ple of greater Portland area. Thank you 

The evening was full 

of excitement. Large 

tables filled the 

dinning area awaiting 

the many courses to 

be served. Most of 

the ‗hum‘ of voices 

came from the next 

room where people 

were gathering to view 

the treasures that were 

being offered for 

auc t ion.  Chinese 

artwork, jewelry, 

paintings, books, and 

collectibles all placed 

on tables ready to be taken to their new homes. 

Anticipation was in the air. 

 Chinese music played 

softly in the background as the 

2009 NWCC silent auction 

gathered momentum.  

NWCC Annual Dinner Auction (Feb. 21, 2009) 

 Begins the Year in a Grand Manner! 



 

Eric van Naerssen 

 Northwest China Council Membership Application Form 

Northwest China Council Members receive invitations to China Council events, a subscription to the quarterly newsletter and         

discounts on admissions fees and books. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/zip  

Home Phone  

Email  

Occupation  

Special Interest in China  

Work Phone  

 

I would like to volunteer to help the China Council with: 

 Assisting at events 

 Publicity 

 Hosting/Escorting speakers/Chinese visitors 

 Office Work 

 Fund-raising 

 Recruiting members 

 Research 

Membership Category — Please check the category you wish: 

Individual 

Family 

Full-Time Student 

Sponsor 

 $40 

 $45 

 $15 

 $125+ 

 $250+ 

 $500+ 

 $1000+ 

 $5000+ 

Major Donor 

Patron 

Phoenix Circle 

Dragon Circle 

Please detach and return with a check payable to the Northwest China Council. To use MasterCard or Visa, please complete the following information. 

 

Card No.                                                               Expiration Date                                                      Signature 

The Northwest China Council is a non-profit, non-partisan organization primarily supported by its members. Our mission is to increase understanding of Chinese 

culture, contemporary affairs and business in Greater China, i.e. China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and the Chinese Diaspora. 

China Business Network 

May 21, 1974 - March 25, 2009 

May 6, 2009, 12 noon - 1:30pm,  Box Lunch and Lecture 

(Mia Hamm Building, Nike Campus, Beaverton, OR) 

The Nike Brand and Beijing Olympics:  The Art of Sto-

rytelling  

Kris Aman, Global Vice President and General Manager 

of Men‘s Athletic Training at Nike Inc., was responsible 

for leading the global business vision for Nike‘s Beijing 

Olympics effort  – one of the most ambitious and success-

ful brand projects in Nike‘s history.  Kris will discuss his 

experience with the Nike brand and the Beijing Olympics 

- connecting the consumer to sport and innovation through 

the Beijing Olympics.  He will also discuss the current 

consumer and market trends in relation to the athletic  

industry and the economic situation in China. 

Optional Nike Campus Tour 
 

There will be an optional, guided 30-minutes Nike Cam-

pus walking tour at the end of the meeting.  Please wear 

comfortable walking shoes if you would like to join the 

tour.  

Please register at:  www.nwchina.org 

NW China Council friends attended a memorial service in 

honor of Eric van Naerssen on April 18th.  Eric passed away 

on March 25th after a brave struggle with cancer. 

Eric grew up in China and had native speaking and written 

fluency in Chinese.  He worked in Shanghai for several 

years after graduation from Cornell University.  While 

attending Lewis and Clark Law School, Eric began 

volunteering at the China Council.  After passing the bar, 

and setting up his practice specializing in China trade law, 

Eric joined the Board of the China Council where his high 

intelligence, cordial manner, and understanding of both 

business and cultural aspects of China contributed to the 

success of our programs.  He will be dearly missed.  
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