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Membership Form

For Northwest China Council membership benefits information, visit www.nwchina.org or call (503) 973-5451
Northwest China Council Members receive invitations to China Council events, a subscription to the quarterly newsletter and
discounts on admissions fees and books.
Name

I would like to volunteer to help the China Council with:

Address

Assisting at events

City/State/zip

Publicity

Home Phone

Work Phone

Hosting/Escorting speakers/Chinese visitors

Email

Office Work

Occupation

Fund-raising

Special Interest in China

Recruiting members
Research

Membership Category — Please check the category you wish:
Individual

$40

Major Donor

$250+

Family

$45

Patron

$500+

Full-Time Student

$15

Phoenix Circle

$1000+

Sponsor

$125+

Dragon Circle

$5000+

Please detach and return with a check payable to the Northwest China Council. To use MasterCard or Visa, please complete the following information.

Card No.

Expiration Date

Signature

The Northwest China Council is a non-profit, non-partisan organization primarily supported by its members. Our mission is to increase understanding of Chinese
culture, contemporary affairs and business in Greater China, i.e. China, Taiwan, Hong Kong SAR, and the Chinese Diaspora.

Letter From Our President

2008 Annual Meeting — A Great Success!

China is not immune to the
economic issues facing the world.
In November, while traveling to
China on business, I had the
opportunity to observe the state of
China‟s economy first hand. What
I saw was very disturbing. Due to
closing factories and construction
sites, many workers are being forced to go home to their
towns and villages causing more competition for the few
jobs available. The fear is palpable. The atmosphere has
become one of despair causing the beginnings of civil unrest.
However, despite the prevalence of fear, the old ways
continue to survive. I saw this first hand when I had the
privilege of visiting Shenzhen‟s Hong Fa Buddhist Temple.
I burned incense, played a game where coins are tossed into
a 20 foot tall pagoda-shaped urn for good luck, and watched
devout worshippers climb the many temple steps on their
knees, bowing at each step. In a small building at the top of
the tiered structure was a room occupied by the Temple‟s
Grand Master. Imagine a desk behind which sits a cherubic
monk said to be 105 years old. Hard of hearing, he has an
interpreter “shouter” standing near him. In front of the desk
are two square black mats on the floor. Worshippers,
sometimes in pairs, kneel on the pad, bow, and then rise to
have an audience with the Grand Master.
I‟m not a Buddhist. Yet, I wanted to experience what the
worshippers felt so I joined the line and waited for my
audience. I‟m also not so good at kneeling and even worse
at performing deep bows so I did the best I could. I then
walked around the desk for my audience with the Grand
Master. He asked me, through the interpreter, where I was
from and some other questions and then he grasped my hand
in his and held it. The best word I can think of to describe
the feeling of that touch is “magical”.
Something
transcendent had happened. The Master gave me a bracelet
made of wood beads and I left, smiling.
We live in troubling times but we members of the Northwest
China Council seek to understand the inexplicable, whether
it‟s the collapse of a robust economy, or the transcendence of
touching some form of godliness that we do not know.
Come join us on the many journeys we have planned so we
can enjoy the trip together. Come to China Movie Night,
learn Mandarin in our classes, attend China Business
Network luncheons, join one of our new China Reading
Groups. And don‟t forget to join us on Saturday, February
21st for our Year of the Ox Annual Auction.

Despite the fact that the evening of the November 12th turned
out to receive one of the heaviest downpours of the season,
the Annual meeting, held at the Hi Hat Restaurant in
Portland was a huge success. After driving and wading
through torrents of water, the attendees were treated to a
wonderful multi-course banquet. From the smiles and
laughter, it was easy to tell that everyone was glad they had
come. While the meal continued, we listened to Yat Sing
Music Club present traditional Chinese Opera for our
enjoyment. The meeting began as our new President,
Michael Bloom introduced himself. He spoke of the
accomplishments of the council this past year and the goals
for the coming year.
The highlight of our evening was a talk given by Mel
Gurtov, Professor Emeritus of Political Science, PSU. He
spoke to us on the subject, “China and the United States:
Responsible Stakeholder or Emerging Threat?” He
introduced the subject by stating, “With so many other
concerns facing the United States—wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, a recession and perhaps worse, Russia‟s newfound assertiveness, and of course a new U.S.
administration—the so-called China challenge has receded to
the background. Rest assured, it will return to center stage In
the immediate future, the central question facing the next
U.S. administration will
be the same one it has
faced for some years
now: whether to engage
China on equal terms, or
treat it as a potentially
hostile competitor.” To
read Prof. Mel Gurtov‟s
speech in its entirety,
please refer to the China
Council web site.

Stephen Ying, Recipient of
2009 Flying Horse Award
A man of heart and passion,
Stephen Ying is an activist
whose dedication and
involvement has brought forth
positive results for the Portland
community. His efforts include
raising money for the American
Red Cross in support of
earthquake victims in China, and
working with Travel Portland to
promote our city as a destination
for Chinese tourist and investors.
Stephen is a person who stands
for change and progress. He
freely volunteers his time for the betterment of the
community. Stephen‟s service and activism have focused on
promoting and preserving Chinese heritage, sponsoring
youth service and scholarships, engaging in charitable
activities, advocating for small businesses, providing social
service for the community, and most importantly, acting as a
liaison for the Chinese community.
Stephen currently serves as President of Chinese American
Citizens Alliance (C.A.C.A.), Portland Chapter, and as
Vice President of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent
Association (CCBA) of Portland. He is also a Board
member of the Portland Classical Chinese Garden.
We congratulate Stephen Ying on receiving the 2009
Flying Horse Award for community service.

CHINESE BOOK READING GROUP (IN ENGLISH)
On January 14, 2009, the Reading Group held its kick-off
meeting. The group will enjoy reading an English language
book about China and the Chinese each month. Books are
fiction and non-fiction. They tell about today‟s China, China
in the world; and about Chinese culture, theater, language
and the arts. Books include those that are outside of our
normal experience, and out of our comfort zone.
The group will meet each month in a member‟s home to
discuss the „book of the month‟. Everyone gets a turn
hosting the group in their home. The host will lead the
discussion about the book of the month, and provide food
and beverage. This gives everyone a chance to get to know
one another and share hospitality.
The program has generated a large amount of enthusiasm,
and will prove to be a great way to get to know other NW
China Council members. The only requirement is to be a
member of NWCC. Please join us in a literary adventure
through China!
For more information about the current selection, time and
place of next meeting, please contact Alexia Steffen, at
asteffen2008@gmail.com

China Business Network News

2009 Chinese New Year Celebration!!!

The
China
Council‟s China
B u s i n e s s
Network had a
very busy and
successful fourth
quarter in 2008.
In October, Raymond Cheng, Senior Project Manager of
LRS Architects, Inc, (right, above) talked about his firm‟s
experiences in developing one of the largest sustainable
projects in China, a LEED Platinum design green building
project in Shanghai. Raymond also discussed LRS‟s efforts
in supporting the Chinese government‟s environmental
concerns and satisfying the project owner‟s desire to be a
pioneer in China‟s burgeoning green movement.
In December, Dirk Hohndel, Linux and Open Source
Technologist at Intel Corporation discussed Open Source
Software in China. He talked about how open source
software works and how open source software products fit
into China technology market. He also compared the
similarities and differences of open source software in China
and the West.
Closer to home, in November, Peter Englander and Sarah
Harpole of Portland Development Commission gave an
update on projects planned or currently underway in Old
Town Chinatown in Portland; and included a discussion of
potential opportunities and challenges of gaining interests
from Chinese investors and businesses to the area.

Please join NW China Council members and
friends in celebrating the Year of the Ox, at
the Legin Restaurant Banquet Hall in S.E.
Portland on Saturday, February 21, 2009,
5-9pm. This annual gala is the preeminent
Chinese New Year celebration in Portland,
and includes a fabulous silent auction, great
oral auction, no-host bar, raffle, live cultural
performances, and an eight course Chinese
dinner. Individual tickers are: $50, and a
table for ten is $450. A patron table, which
includes preferred seating is $550. Please see
website: www.nwchina.org, or call 503-9735451, for more information or to make
reservations.

As we begin the New Year, the CBN team is busy
developing future presentations and discussions that will
complement the economic development objectives of Oregon
and the Greater Portland area. We will start with our January
presentation by Bob Wise, Team Oregon, LLC and Cogan
Owens Cogan, LLC, on Sustainable Development Business
Opportunities in China. Bob has had extensive experiences
working in this area and we look forward to his very
informative and insightful presentation.
In the coming months, the China Council will be introducing
a Sponsorship Program for the China Business Network. We
aim to provide our sponsors with opportunities to highlight
their companies and offerings to our CBN community; and
to provide us the additional support to enable us to sharpen
our focus and to strengthen our program offerings. It is our
goal to continue to bring insightful and informative programs
on doing business in China and to provide networking
opportunities to help support the economic development and
job growth objectives for our region. If you are interested in
the Sponsorship Program, please contact the China Council.
Note: Cathy Chinn, Craig Fisk, and David Kohl make up the
China Business Network (CBN) team.

The Chinese New Year celebration
starts at 5pm with registration, a
silent auction of hundreds of
interesting items, and a no host
bar. At 7pm, we sit down for
appetizers & drinks, and a lion
dance and other entertainment. The
eight course Chinese banquet is
served, and is followed by an
exciting oral auction. The event
ends about 9pm. It is enjoyable,
with many returning guests.

