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Journalists Find Faces

of China Contradictory

As journalists, Nick Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn

would love to have continued covering the ongo

ing economic explosion in China, but as compassion

ate human beings decided to leave their post of five

years.

But before they begin their next Asia tour as New

York Times correspondents in Tokyo, the Pulitzer

Prize-winning couple is on a book tour to promote

their personal and journalistic observations, China

Wakes: The Struggle for the Soul ofa Rising Power.

They kicked off their national tour at the China

Council's annual meeting September 9 at the House

of Louie restaurant in Portland.

"We still have a gulf in understanding China,"

Kristof told the gathering of about 300. "When histo

rians look back, they might see the economic explo

sion in China as a milestone."

The central debate about China is whether America

should impose sanctions because of Beijing's abys

mal human-rights record or continue to do business

with the world's fastest-growing economy. Kristof

said both sides are right and wrong.

"The truth encompasses both because of the inter

play of both elements," he said. People in the

human-rights community underplay the importance

of the economic activities. And the same is true with

the business side."

WuDunn said no matter how bad China is, it is "far

better than it was." The horrors of the past blend

into the rapid economic opportunities of the present,

and that dichotomy is what makes the country inter

esting to them. "It recklessly represses the dissi

dents," she said, "and yet promotes economic

growth."

She said one of the toughest tasks as journalists was

to get out to the countryside where most of China's

people live. "We saw a different China. The peas

ants were living much better than before; they were

happy. If we knew and wrote more about them, we

would have a different view of China."

That was not to be because of the bureaucratic mind

set of government officials. "(They) wouldn't allow

us to visit the countryside in any meaningful way.

Our only good visits were made when we sneaked

off on our own," said WuDunn. The government
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Quick Observations

On repression: During the big

publicity push for the Interna

tional Olympic Committee's visit to

consider Beijing's bid to host the

2000 Olympics, the authorities con

ducted a sweep to get rid of the

undesirable elements in the city.

They picked up a retarded man and

beat him to death. WuDunn and

Kristof tracked down the neighbor

hood woman who reported the man

and found her to be "a little old

lady." Kristof said, "We thought she

was a monster until we talked to

her. She was terribly ordinary. We

were struck by the banality of evil."

Meaning of Tiananmen: "Tianan

men created such emotions because

it was on TV, in Beijing, in Tianan

men Square. The lesson is not to kill

people on television."

Population control: The ultrasound

machine may have the next major

influence in China. Peasants, with a

long preference for sons, are going

to clinics to find out the gender of

their unborn children, which could

lead to more abortions of girls. "The

Chinese population will have a sex

ratio of about 118 boys for every 100

girls, and the implications of a grow

ing society of young males are far-

reaching."

Hong Kong and 1997: "Hong Kong

will work out pretty well, depend

ing on how China makes that transi

tion. A case can be made that Hong

Kong will take over southern China

rather than the other way around.

You can't underestimate the resil

ience of people in Hong Kong."

Military spending: "China may be

spending as much as the equivalent

of $90 billion a year on the military.

Is it buying the ability to project its

forces beyond its traditional bor

ders?"

has an awful sense of public relations and goes out of its way to

show its worst side. "The first step to improving China's overseas

image would be for (leader) Deng Xiaoping to take out all the offi

cials that deal with foreign journalists and shoot them. The officials,

not the journalists."

She cited a personal example. When their son, Gregory, was born in

1992 in Hong Kong, the governor sent congratulations and the Tai

wan government sent flowers. And Beijing? "It tried to punish us

by refusing to give Gregory a visa," WuDunn said incredulously.

"We were followed everywhere," Kristof said, picking up the story.

"Our best sources were friends who took great risks to pass informa

tion or top-secret documents to us. We got sick worrying about

their safety. We had to leave because we couldn't keep endangering

our friends anymore."

He disclosed an incident that tested their journalistic impartiality.

Liu Xiang, a university student who had helped them cover the

Tiananmen democracy movement, was arrested and imprisoned.

"He later escaped and came to us for help in getting him out of

China," WuDunn said. "We were nervous wrecks. The last thing

we should be doing as correspondents was helping a fugitive. There

was no question that that is unprofessional. And yet, this was a kid

who had gotten into trouble only because he had helped us"

They carefully and delicately helped Liu enter the United States.

"We may have done the wrong thing as journalists," she said, "but

we did what was right as human beings."

Looking at the wider Chinese landscape, WuDunn said the country

is changing from totalitarianism to authoritarianism, which is a big

improvement. "When the government kicks people out of their jobs,

they can find work in the private sector. What is emerging is a bud

ding civil society, for they now have radio talk shows, private

schools, and satellite dishes.

"It is a mistake to think of China as a communist country anymore.

It has pretty much jumped off the communist track and slipped onto

the East Asian authoritarian track," said WuDunn, similar to now

semi-democratic regimes in Taiwan, South Korea, Singapore and

others. Beijing's leaders know that communism has failed and

beyond staying in power, "everything else is negotiable."

With this gradual shift toward a freer, richer society come many

problems, the first among them rampant corruption. Kristof said

that graft used to be a traffic cop asking for 10 yuan to fix a ticket.

"Now there are cops in league with the crooks and running brothels,

smuggling and racketeering. It's Mafia-style corruption on a scale

that is difficult for Americans to understand."
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Chinese criminals have reached even overseas into

Oregon, he said. Thousands of cars stolen on the

west coast by Chinese gangs are transported back to

southern China, with the connivance of the People's

Liberation Army and Customs, and sold openly.

For businesses considering China, he warned that

companies have to be careful. "It is difficult to oper

ate in China now without getting your hands dirty.

You'll be asked to pay bribes, to pay for buyers to go

on 'inspection visits' of the US and so on. And if you

don't, you probably won't get the deal."

Yet for all of the obstacles ahead, both WuDunn and

Kristof believe that China is going to sustain its eco

nomic revolution.

WuDunn said, "There's scandal, there's evil, there's

corruption, but there's also progress. And we think

the forces for progress are winning out."

"And one of the gravest challenges," Kristof added,

"is how the West will deal with a stronger China."

Stanford Chen

Stanford Chen, an education reporter for The Orego-

nian, is a board member of the China Council.

SPECIAL EVENTS

China: Access to the Newest Best

EmergingMarket

Thursday, October 13

11:45 AM

Downtown Athletic Club

999 Willamette Club, Eugene

Sponsored by the Willamette International Trade Center

Co-sponsored by the Northwest Regional China Council

Cost: $12, members oforganizations; $16, non-members

Information and reservations (by Oct. 11): 686-0195

A luncheon seminar with Angi Ma Wong speaking

to the business community on how to enter the

Asian market in the US. This market is growing

very rapidly and is unexplored for most US busi

nesses.

Target: The Chinese Market in the US; A

Luncheon Seminar with Angi Ma Wong

Friday, October 14

Noon to 2 PM

Atwater's Restaurant

HI SWFifth, 41st Floor, East

Parkfor $3:50 (2 1/2 hours) SW Pine and 2nd; bring
ticket

Cost: $25, China Council members; $30, public

Information and reservations: 725-4567

This luncheon seminar is intended for businesses

that are charting new ground by marketing to

the rapidly growing and relatively affluent Chinese

population in the US. From 1980 to 1990, the Asian

American population increased 107%. In Oregon,

Asians are the second largest minority, with Chinese

the largest Asian ethnic group. Yet, little is known

about marketing to this population, and the market

tends to be overlooked by non-Asian Americans.

Angi Ma Wong is an intercultural consultant from

Palos Verdes, California, who specializes in teaching

skills to improve communication between Asians

and non-Asians. Her diverse clientele includes

major corporations, financial institutions, health pro

fessionals, home builders, interior design and public

relations firms. She was born in Nanjing, China,

and, as the daughter of a diplomat for the Chinese

Nationalist government, she grew up in New Zea

land, Taiwan, New York, and Washington, DC. She

is the author of Target: The U.S. Asian Market, A Practi

cal Guide to Doing Business, which will be on sale at

the event.

Trailing the Fengshui Master:A

Workshop with Angi Ma Wong

Saturday, October 15

9:30 AM to Noon

Northwest Natural Gas Company

220 NW Second, 4th Floor

Free parking in company lot north of Second and

Everett

Cost: $15, China Council members; $30, public

Information and reservations: 725-4567

This workshop introduces the traditional Chinese

art of placement and orientation of building and

landscape features and how this art is used to

enhance a home or workplace to maximize harmony

and balance with the environment. Angi Ma Wong

is the author of The Practical Fengshui Chart, an educa

tional tool she developed to help Americans under

stand the principles behind this ancient art. She has

taught the basics of fengshui to homebuilders, real

estate brokers, and others who want to learn more

about their Asian clients' cultural background. (For

more information on Angi Ma Wong, please see

entry for October 15.)
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Orville Schell Introduces His New Book:

Mandate ofHeaven

Thursday, October 20

7 PM

Portland State University, Cramer Hall, Room 53

On-site sale of books by Pmoell's Books

Cost: $3, studetits; $5, China Council members; $7.50,
public

Information: 725-4567

Author of many books on China, including Discos

and Democracy, and To Get Rich Is Glorious,

Orville Schell is considered one of America's fore

most chroniclers of contemporary China. His first

hand observations of China since 1975 are

complemented by a potent mix of penetrating politi

cal analysis and intimate understanding of the Chi

nese people. Schell is a Research Associate at the

Center for Chinese Studies at the University of Cali

fornia, Berkeley. He has won numerous awards dur

ing his thirty years of China reporting, including

honors from the Overseas Press Club of America and

Page One. He resides in Northern California with

his Beijing-born wife and three children. (Please see

Books for a review of Mandate of Heaven: A New Gen

eration of Entrepreneurs, Dissidents, Bohemians, and

Technocrats Lays Claim to China's Future.)

Third Thursday Lunches Very Successful

and Very Well Attended

October 20, November 17 and December 15,12:30-1:30

PM

Formosa Harbor, 915 SW2nd

Informal, family style, no reservations needed

In true Chinese style on the third Thursday of each

month China Council members meet at the For

mosa Harbor, make contacts, and eat. These lunches

are attracting a large and varied group with every

one having fun. If you have not attended for some

time pull out your pen, mark a third Thursday on

your calendar and come to enjoy yourself.

CHINA COUNCIL NEWS

Essential Volunteers

Great work has been accomplished by Sujit

Michael Punja who is called Mike. He volun

teered through the summer on the Annual Meeting,

up-dating the Oregon-China trade data base, writ

ing articles for the Bulletin, and doing research.

Mike was raised in Portland, and attends the Univer

sity of Washington, majoring in International Studies

with an emphasis on China. He will be a junior this

fall. During the summer he took a Chinese history

class at PSU with Mikel Edwards who told him

about the China Council. After graduating, Mike is

considering law school, with a career in international

law focusing on China. Mike enjoyed working at the

Council and we really appreciated his work and his

company.

Another simply superior volunteer was Heidi John

son who found the China Council as a way of main

taining her Chinese connections thus showing her

Chinese way of thinking. Heidi grew up in

Clackamas and began to develop an interest in

China during a junior high Chinese language class.

She is a musician with a special interest in the Chi

nese flute (Di-zi), a bamboo instrument which she

studied in China. At Western Washington Univer

sity she switched from music to East Asian Studies

and will graduate in March. During 1993 to 1994 she

taught and studied at the Beijing Foreign Languages

Institute. For the future Heidi hopes to attend the

International Women's Conference in Beijing and

continue studying the flute.

An indispensable current volunteer is Brian White

who is helping with public relations because he is

accumulating experience to enter the communica

tions field. He is also seeking intern experience at

Portland public relations and advertising firms.

Brian grew up in Portland and then did his under

graduate work in English at Whitman College, with

a term in England at University of London. He then

checked out the legal profession with a two-year

stint as a paralegal in Seattle. After that he taught

ESL and literature in Sichuan, China and worked as

a shipping agent for a Chinese company again in

Seattle. For two years in Tokyo, Japan teaching ESL

and English literature came next. The China Council

is very happy to have Brian with his knowledge and

abilities.

The Annual Meeting was a smashing event due to

the help of volunteers who kept everything mov

ing along. Art Fish, Bill Gilbertson, Mike Punja,

Brian White were heroic. Regularly in the office are

Lucy Liu and Akane Suzuki who have been folding,

labeling, sorting recent mailings and giving us help

and support.
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Personnel Changes at the China Council

Jeanne Liu has joined the staff and we are very

lucky to have her. Jeanne was born and raised in

Beijing and has traveled extensively in China during

her college years. When she was not traveling she

was studying English. In 1986 Jeanne came to the

US: in the San Francisco airport there was no one

who spoke English that she could recognize. She

made it to the University of Idaho and there people

finally began to speak what she recognized as

English. There she received her MBA in May, 1991

and her baby, Lynn, in July, 1991. She came to Port

land with her family in 1993. In looking for a job in

international business she naturally found the China

Council and is helping as Membership Coordinator.

Also new and welcome in the office is Bill Gilbert-

son, working through the Association of Retired

Persons. Bill is a writer and is it nice to have a profes

sional around the office. He brings great experience

and skills to the China Council.

Women, Kathleen and Les Toth, Gerald Painter,

Richard Koe, Rachael Burchard, and Vince Jacobs.

Wan Sui! (Long life) to Summer Donors

and Corporate Members

Wewelcome new corporate members Credence

Systems Corp.; Miller, Nash, Wiener, Hager

& Carlsen; Industrial Design Corporation (IDC);

and Scientific Atlanta of Shanghai. Renewing this

quarter have been University of Oregon Center for

Asian and Pacific Studies, Norcrest China, Hong

kong and Shanghai Bank, U.S. Bank, Oregon State

System of Higher Education, and KIC Interna

tional. A special thanks to First Interstate Bank of

Oregon for sponsoring the visit of Angi Ma Wong to

Oregon, in recognition of the importance of the grow

ing Asian American population in this state. Thank

you to Powell's Travel Store for donating 20% of

sales of China Wakes sold at the annual meeting to

the China Council.

Individuals made substantial gifts to the China

Council this summer: Matthew and Xiaomei Rouse,

Mel Gurtov, Sarah Auker, and Roger Luedtke made

Major Donor level contributions; Dennis C. John

son, Jane Larson, Jan and Carol Vreeland, Wendy

C. Lee, Suzanne Barnett, Kate McCusker, and

Joseph M. Ha are Sponsors;

The July Missionary Symposium brought many

generous gifts this quarter, from Francis Nelson,

Mildred Lovegren, Robert Sang, American Baptist

Auction Committee Gearing Up For Best

Ever Event

Next year's February 11 Flying Horse Chinese

New Year Auction is in the planning stages so

now would be a great time for anyone who wanted

to join the committee led by Stan Chen and Kate

McCusker. This auction promises to be the best with

Pete Schulberg of The Oregonian and Sherry Sheng,

Director of the Washington Park Zoo, as the Honor

ary Chairs. It will be held at the historic Governor

Hotel and will feature a gourmet Pacific Rim menu.

There will be 4 to 5 meetings held over the next few

months. Call the China Council if interested, 725-

4567.

Greetings From Hong Kong

Past Council board member Rongwei Cai writes

that he and his wife Yulin are established in

Hong Kong. He is with the Hong Kong office of

Kaye, Scholer, Fierman, Hays & Handler, an interna

tional law firm based in New York. Cai will spend

much of his time traveling in the PRC.

If Council members are in the Hong Kong area

Rongwei writes to give him a call at (852)819-8183

or write to Flat C, 32nd Floor, Lung Cheung Garden,

27 Kennedy Town Praya, Hong Kong.

Organization for the China Business

Network

The China Business Network (CBN) is developing

its programs for this year. If you are interested

in joining the CBN or want to know about the events

it sponsors please call the China Council at 725-4567.

CHINA RESOURCES

International Corporate Conference,

Beijing

China and Its Neighbors: Economic Relations in a Region
of Rapid Growth

May 12-14,1995

China World Hotel, Beijing

Organizing sponsors: The Asia Society and Dow Jones

& Company, Inc.

Information: Vie Asia Society, (212) 288-6400, x304
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The Asia Society's sixth international corporate

conference will examine China in mid-decade,

focusing on its economic outlook and its new role in

the Asian region and in the global economy.

Discussions will examine China's growing business

ties with its neighbors which are reshaping the Asian

regional economy and the environment in which

international business will be operating for the fore

seeable future. The conference agenda will highlight

China's relations with East and Southeast Asia but

will also include coverage of Beijing's relations with

Russia, Central Asia, India and Pakistan.

OREGON-CHINA

RESOURCES

Great Art News for Portland

^Imperial Tombs of China," a high-quality exhibi

tion from China, is coming to Portland May-Sep

tember, 1996. Portland will be its only West Coast

venue. The exhibition, part of the Wonder Series out

of Memphis, is drawn from 18 museums in China

and its objects range from the early Han Dynasty to

the Ming Dynasty.

On August 10,1994 Zhang Bai, Deputy Director, of

the Bureau of Cultural Relics of the People's Repub

lic of China, and Melvin Mark, Chairman of the

Board, of the Portland Art Museum signed the agree

ment that will bring the exhibition to Portland. The

signing ceremony was preceded by remarks by

Mark, Vera Katz, Mayor of Portland, John Buchanan,

Jr., Executive Director of the Portland Art Museum,

and Donald Jenkins, Curator of Asian Art for the

Portland Art Museum.

Major exhibitions such as this tend to draw many

people, which is good for the economy of Portland.

It will also increase interest in China, which is good

for the China Council. The Council is preparing to

take full advantage of the opportunities opened by

the exhibition. We welcome the ideas of members

for programs and activities.

Project Hope: Workingfor Literacy in

China

The population in China is over one billion and

about 200 million of the people are illiterate.

Each year there are at least 4 million drop-outs from

the 220 million students at school. Although China

has implemented compulsory education, most drop-

outs in primary schools result from financial difficul

ties in their families who are too poor to pay for their

books.

In October 1989 the China Youth Development Foun

dation founded Project Hope. With the money

raised, this project as of today has helped approxi

mately 500,000 drop-outs to return to school in more

than 1200 poor counties in 26 provinces. It has also

established over 200 primary "Hope" schools.

For $40 US Project Hope can support one drop-out

for five years between the second grade and sixth

grade (usually most drop out after the first grade).

Donations may be sent to: The China Youth Develop

ment Foundation, A-l Houyuanensi, Eastern Dis

trict, Beijing, People's Republic of China.

For more information contact Frances Lau at (503)

684-1140.

Oregon Roses for China

Al/2-acre lot in Suzhou, China will soon look

and smell like Portland's famous Rose Garden.

Portland architect Larry Walker designed the garden

which is sited along the Grand Canal. The planting

of the lawn, hedges, shrubs and trees is similar to

that of Peninsula Park and Washington Park.

October 11,1994 is the date of the dedication cere

mony and will be attended by Portland Mayor Vera

Katz and Suzhou Mayor Zhang Xinsheng. The gar

den is a joint effort between the Suzhou Garden

Bureau, the people of Portland, and a Portland-

Suzhou Sister City project.

BOOKS IN THE NEWS

Mandate of Heaven: A New Generation

of Entrepreneurs, Dissidents,

Bohemians, and Technocrats Lays

Claims to China's Future

Orville Scheli

Simon & Schuster, 464 pages

$25

It can be difficult to decide who among the growing

numbers of China chroniclers most deserve the

reader's attention. Orville Scheli is one. His

approach bears an honest plainness and modesty

reminiscent of the finest American writers such as

Jefferson or Thoreau. Confident that the big ideas
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are real, he moves nimbly from finely-drawn inci

dent to perfectly aimed quote in his quest to picture

China from the time of Tiananmen. Mandate of

Heaven is wide-ranging—but careful. He admits, for

instance, that the number of deaths in Tiananmen

Square itself will not be known soon, or ever, but the

number may have been smaller than many estimates

in the high hundreds or thousands. The real loss of

life was near the square and in the rest of Beijing.

Schell is uniquely suited to talk about the democracy

movement. He is a friend to many of these leaders;

he hosted a get-together of Chinese dissidents on his

ranch north of San Francisco. He is a convinced and

passionate democrat by nature who reacts viscerally

to bullying.

Schell is interested in how a regime that perpetuated

Tiananmen could retain the Mandate of Heaven, the

cosmic and popular approval that a well-run state

derives from the virtue of its rulers. If his explana

tion seems less satisfying than his picture of the stu

dents at Tiananmen, perhaps it is simply because he

is disappointed. For he is attuned to the protester,

to the insurgent in the name of reason, to the artist

and the rocker. That China is now in the hands of

the Babbitts appalls him.

Activists are now more interested in rates than

rights. The students who were stranded here are

buying houses. Schell himself describes Tiananmen

student leader Wu'er Kaixi managing a steakhouse

in Foster City and dreaming of making a billion dol

lars. Fortunately for us, Schell writes extraordinarily

well even about things he dislikes. His descriptions

of the new racetrack in Canton, its parking lot filled

with luxury cars, or Sophie Sun's Heavenly Bodies

Aerobics Studio do not distract him from his main

task, which is always to take the spiritual tempera

ture of an entire people.

Now, in late 1994, Tiananmen seems like part of the

distant past. The concerns that gave his book birth

now tend to be dwarfed by the astonishing economy

and the even more awesome prospect of China's

emerging power. In the early years of the 18th cen

tury the great Leibniz saw it as a "unique disposition

of fate" that had placed the "highest civilizations" at

the opposite ends of Eurasia. History is now fulfill

ing that fate: the story of China now is its rise to

power, creating in East Asia a serious challenge to

the West for the first time since the Renaissance. As

we race to comprehend the implications of this new

reality, Orville Schell will be our best companion.

Paul Overby

FILM r^^"

Eat Drink Man Woman

Director: Ang Lee

Eat Drink Man Woman is a feast of a movie; plan to

eat Chinese food afterwards because you surely

will crave it. The movie tells the story of a family in

transition: a family whose members are physically

moving away from each other. This results in an

unexpected ending. The feelings are very deep and

are expressed in a very reserved way, which only

heightens the emotional tensions.

A great chef cooks elaborate Sunday dinners for his

four daughters, who would all rather be elsewhere.

One Sunday the chef receives an emergency call to

help at an important banquet and he gets to leave,

rather than the daughters. By an ironic twist, the

chef's taste buds are failing, so another cook must

taste the food before it can be served. His best luck

in cooking is lunch for the neighbor's child who is

the envy of her class-mates.

The setting is Taipai, Taiwan, which is shown as a

modern Chinese city of sophistication and beauty.

The contrast between the modern high-rise office

buildings and the family home is interesting. Both

are state of the art but one is traditional and the oth

ers anything but.

Mr. Lee has a sure touch with these relationships and

their changes. Nothing seems out of place in the

ways they are resolved.

This is a deeply satisfying movie about and for

grownups.

It is in Mandarin with English sub-titles.

Molly Peters

CHINA TOURS

The Southern Silk Road, Unexplored

Territory

Stephen Wadley is the leader of the China

Council's next trip which will explore the south

ern Silk Route. Very few people or groups have ven

tured into this area, which makes it greatly

appealing. Neither the dates nor the itinerary have

been fixed but the trip will begin in June, 1995 and

wander through the west of China perhaps exiting
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through Pakistan. If you are interested please con

tact the China Council at (503) 725-4567.

Stephen Wadley is a Professor of Chinese at Portland

State University. He received his Ph.D. from the

University of Washington in Chinese linguistics and

took a field in Altaic languages. Altaic languages

include Turkic, Mongolian and Manchu. Wadley has

led several tours in China and traveled extensively

in the Silk Road area. It will be an exciting trip for

those in excellent shape and health.

Missionary Symposium

A Huge Success

One of a Kind Conference Draws a Crowd

Ten thousand thanks to the many who volun

teered their time to make the Missionary Sympo

sium an overwhelming success. The China Council

received an outpouring of praise for an extremely

well-organized and well-rounded conference.

Thank you to members of the missionary sympo

sium committee (Kathleen Smail, Frank Nelson, Rich

ard Koe, Jeffrey Barlow, Suzanne Wilson Barnett,

Dan Bays, Del and Maxine Clostermann, Norman

and Muriel Cook, Teri Curry, Mikel Edwards, Robert

Felsing, John Fincher, Fran Gilleland, Lewis and Lois

Hoskins, Kwan Hsu, Vince Jacobs, Jane Larson, Kath

leen Lodwick, Mildred Lovegren, Tom Lung, Pat

Neils, Sandy Ponto, A.C. Siddall, Joshua Stampfer,

Gene Tom, Sister Anne Marie Warren and Charles

Wu) for their contributions to years of planning and

preparation. Thanks also to the committee, staff and

the following individuals for helping at the actual

event: Ann and Chuck Adams, Sarah Auker, Jane

Burbridge, Rachael Burchard, Tim Cushing, Xiaoling

Charlene Du, Joan Fowler, David Funk, Cascade

Hwan, Cheng-ping Lin, Diane Ma, Myrla Magness,

Barbara McLeod, David Hong Ni, Eliza Tarn, Marcia

Weinstein, Barbara White and Yanni Yang. Numer

ous participants commented on the helpful, friendly

attitudes of China Council staff and volunteers

including Jacqueline Fowler, Jodi McDonald, Molly

Peters, Chriss Taylor, and Cindy Terry (which was

especially commendable considering the

uncharacteristic heat and the lack of air conditioning

at the event).

It is virtually impossible to pick a highlight from the

symposium. Ambassador Arthur Hummel and Pro

fessor Daniel Bays provided an excellent foundation

for discussion, and Prof. Zhuo Xinping offered an

interesting perspective. The audience certainly

enjoyed both the laughter and insight given by

James Thomson. The very personal insights and

reminiscences shared by Creighton Lacy and Harriet

Mills provided the perfect conclusion to a unique

and historical symposium. The China Council owes

a special debt of gratitude to Linfield College for the

lovely setting and for their invaluable assistance.

This was a conference which evoked many and var

ied reactions, often of a very personal nature. Below

are some of these reactions from people who have

agreed to put them in the Quarterly.

Recollections

Several words come to mind in recalling our sympo

sium of Mid-July. The foremost is "refreshing." It

was delightful to mix not only with fellow academ

ics, but with former China missionaries, and chil

dren of missionaries (some of whom are academics,

to be sure), who had personal memories to share.

Another word is "gratifying." It was so nice to be in

a large group where my own interests, the history of

Christianity in China, were not confined to a small

sub-group. At this symposium, everyone (it

seemed) was interested in what I had to say about

missions and Chinese Christians, and reciprocally I

was certainly interested in everyone else; being able

to share mealtime table-talk with so many different

people was a real joy. Finally: "idyllic." The perfect

weather, lovely campus setting, and excellent

arrangements meant, for me at least, a relaxed and

immensely enjoyable few days on my first visit to

Oregon. Thank you, NWCC, for conceiving this proj

ect and carrying it through so successfully.

Daniel H. Bays

Professor of History, University of Kansas

I was really very impressed it was even held. The

topic is very current; it almost was held too late. No

other symposium related to this subject has been

both so detailed and so broad. I was impressed with

Oregon and the China Council for attempting this

topic and making it so broad. I was also very

impressed by the quality of scholarship in this area:

people were knowledgeable. The symposium took a

very professional approach, which helped make it

effective. The committee in charge of planning the

symposium was also effective: they raised the neces

sary funds. The location and facilities at Linfield Col

lege were appropriate and good. I thought the

choice of Suzanne Wilson Barnett as moderator was

a good one and she did a good job. Scholars respect

her and this made others want to participate. On the

whole the speakers and presentations were good. If
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there is ever another symposium I would like to see

more representation from non-coastal parts of China

and see the single women missionaries represented.

Milly Lovegren

Child of missionaries and a missionary herself

I thought it was a really outstanding effort. I appreci

ated the educational aspect of the symposium which

enabled us to really learn about that time. I was also

impressed that it was not religious; the symposium

explored the impact of missionaries on life in mod

ern China. It also explored the reality of that impact

in that it was not always what the missionaries

expected. The missionaries served as a catalyst for

change in China; they were a small but important

group in the history of China. It was exciting to see

missionaries and academics cooperating. It is high

time the missionary effort in China was explored.

Mary Margaret Patterson

Independent press representative

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate

the China Council for its great success in sponsoring

the July symposium on North American missionary

work in China. I enjoyed the hospitality very much

while attending the meeting and appreciate the good

planning of the program, which covered so com

pletely the North American missionary work in

China. In addition, as a student of a missionary

school, Lingnan University in Canton (Guang Zhou),

I sincerely want to express my gratitude to the North

American missionaries for their good education

work and the other many helps that they have done

and are doing in China.

Robert Sang

Associate Director, Chinese Social Service Center, Portland

I really valued the historical part of the symposium

for its relevance to today. I liked the way the

political history was related to the social history. The

most exciting part of the symposium was hearing

about the work going on today, because it looks to

the future.

Patrick Tucker

Engineer

Suzanne Wilson Barnett was the moderator of the

Missionary Symposium, following is a report

she wrote about the event.

Scholarly papers, commentaries, and conversa

tions at the Northwest Regional China Council's

July 1994 symposium explored a wide range of top

ics in the general category of American-Chinese

interaction. One overriding lesson may prevail:

China missions, both Protestant and Roman Catho

lic, are an indelible and undeniable component of

the relationship of Americans and Chinese and form

an arena in which to analyze the role of outsiders in

China's modernization and the role of China in the

coming of age of the United States over the past two

centuries. Affirming this realization were the contri

butions both of presenters - most of them from the

academic world - and the attending audience, many

with missionary backgrounds.

The result of some creative thinking and steady hard

work by the staff and membership of the Regional

China Council in Portland, the symposium brought

together different constituencies, including China

scholars, Chinese Christians, former missionaries,

missionary children, and others with interest and

experience in American-Chinese relations. Plenary

sessions featured a keynote address by former

United States Ambassador to China Arthur W.

Hummel, Jr.; a thematic survey by Daniel Bays (Uni

versity of Kansas) on missionary Christianity in

China and its transition to Chinese Christianity; an

extended comment by Zhuo Xinping of the Chinese

Academy of Social Sciences (Beijing) on the impact

of American missionaries on Chinese society; an

interpretive address by James C. Thomson, Jr. (Bos

ton University), on the question of whether missions

made any difference to Chinese history; and other

addresses and panels on issues involving Christian

ity and Chinese politics, society, and cross-cultural

connections. Concurrent sessions and informal meet

ings focused on religious, literary, political, and

social matters in both historical and contemporary

contexts.

While "collision" was in view in, for example, the

conflict of May Fourth Chinese intellectuals caught

between being Christian converts and being Chinese

nationals in a revolutionary era, "confluence" was

the more common experience in symposium discus

sion: American China missions, broadly defined as

education and good works as well as evangelism,

functioned within a dynamic pattern of conceptual

and social change in China; they did not cause such

change. This conclusion becomes all the more signifi

cant in consideration of China missions as the single

most powerful ingredient of American perceptions

of China. Missionaries were the front line of United

States contact with Chinese society; they learned the

language and articulated their experience to folks at

home, but neither they nor the US government could

shape China in an American image.
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CALENDAR

OCTOBER

10/5-12/14

11

13

14

15

15-16

19

20

20

NOVEMBER

4-5

17

18-19

19

DECEMBER

15

CONVERSATIONAL CHINESE (MANDARIN): Portland Community College, term 1 of 3 term

class, instructor is Una Lu. Jackson Community School, 10625 SW 35th, Wednesday, 7-9 PM. Cost:

$45. Information: 244-6111 x2582.

DEDICATION CEREMONY FOR THE "FRIENDSHIP GARDEN OF ROSES": Portland-Suzhou

Sister City Association. Suzhou, People's Republic of China. Information: Conni Diack, 663-5850.

(See Oregon-China Relations.)

* "UNDERSTANDING AND REACHING THE CHINESE MARKET" A TALK BY ANGI MA

WONG. Willamette International Trade Center. Downtown Athletic Club, 999 Willamette, Eugene.

11:45 AM-1 PM. Information: (503) 686-0195.

♦ TARGET: THE CHINESE MARKET IN THE U.S.: A LUNCHEON SIMINAR WITH ANGI MA

WONG. Atwater's Restaurant, 111 SW 5th, parking $3.30 with validation. Noon to 2 PM. Cost:

$25, members; $30, non-members. Information and reservations: 725-4567.

* TRAILING THE FENGSHUI MASTER: A WORKSHOP WITH ANGI MA WONG. Northwest

Natural Gas Company, 220 NW 2nd, 4th floor. 9:30 AM-noon. Cost: $15, members; $30, non-mem

bers. Information: 725-4567.

HERBAL FORMULAS: TWO-DAY WORKSHOP BY WEI LI, L.AC. Oregon College of Oriental

Medicine. 10525 SE Cherry Blossom Dr.; 9 AM-4:30 PM daily. Information and costs: 253-3443.

WOMEN IN CHINA: A TALK BY RUI-YUN YANG. Women's Federation for World Peace. Uni

versity of Portland, Chiles Center Lounge; 7 PM. Information: 335-0459.

• THIRD THURSDAY CHINA LUNCH: Meet fellow members at this informal no-host lunch. 12:30-

1:30 PM; Formosa Harbor, 915 SW 2nd; no reservations. Information: 725-4567.

• ORVILLE SCHELL INTRODUCES HIS BOOK: MANDATE OFHEAVEN. Portland State Univer

sity, Cramer Hall, Room 53,7 PM. Cost: $3, student; $5, members; $7.50, non-members. Informa

tion: 725-4567.

INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY IN CHINA: Oregon International Council. Marylhurst College.

Weekend seminar for teachers, 3 PM Friday-3 PM Saturday. Part of 3 seminar series. Series price:

$75. Information: 375-5447.

* THIRD THURSDAY CHINA LUNCH: Meet fellow members at this informal no-host lunch. 12:30-

1:30 PM; Formosa Harbor, 915 SW 2nd; no reservations. Information: 725-4567.

COMBINING WESTERN HERBS AND CHINESE MEDICINE: AN INTRODUCTORY SEMI

NAR WITH JEREMY ROSS. Oregon College of Oriental Medicine. 10525 SE Cherry Blossom Dr.

Friday, 7-9:30 PM; Saturday, 9AM-4:30 PM. Information and costs: 253-3443.

MOVING THE MOUNTAIN: A MOVIE ABOUT CHINA DURING TIANANMEN. Human

Rights Film Festival, sponsored by Amnesty International. Directed by Academy Award winning

Michael Apted it is about activist Wei Jing Sheng. Clinton Street Theater, 7 PM. Cost: $4 in advance;

$6 at the door. Information: 232-8895.

* THIRD THURSDAY CHINA LUNCH: Meet fellow members at this informal no-host lunch. 12:30-

1:30 PM; Formosa Harbor, 915 SW 2nd; no reservations. Information: 725-4567.

"Sponsored by the Northwest China Council. See Special Events section for more information.
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MEMBERSHIP FORM

Northwest Regional China Council Members receive invitations to China Council events, a subscription to the quarterly newsletter and
the bi-monthly China Information Bulletin, and discounts on admission fees and books.

Name I would like to volunteer to help the China Council with:

Address Assisting at events

City/State/Zip Publicity

Home Phone Work Phone Hosting/Escorting speakers/Chinese students and visitors

Occupation Office work

Special Interest in China Fundraising

Recruiting members

Research

Membership Category - Please check the category you wish:

Individual —$35 Major Donor —$250-$500

Family —$45 Patron —$500-$1000

Full-Time Student —$15 Phoenix Circle —$1000+

Sponsor —$125-$250 Dragon Circle —$5000+

Please detach and return with a check payable to the Northwest Regional China Council. To use Mastercard or Visa, complete the fol
lowing information:

Card No. Expiration date Signature

THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL COUNCIL'S mission is to be a bridge between the people of Oregon/Southwestern

Washington and the Chinese world (China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong) in order to promote greater understanding of Chinese

culture and contemporary affairs; to bean educational and informational resource; and to provide a forum on issues in Pacific

Northwest-Chinese relations. It is a non-profit organization primarily supported by its members.
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