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China's Environment Scrutinized by Experts
n May 7--8 thirteen environmental experts
O
from the People's Republic of China, Taiwan,
Hong Kong, New Zealand, Canada, and the United
States converged on Portland State University's campus for a two-day conference on the environmental
problems and policies of China, Taiwan and Hong
Kong. Sponsored by Portland State University's
International Studies Program and the Northwest
Regional China Council, the conference, China's Environment: Meeting Local and Global Challenges, dealt
with a wide range of issues from China's green revolution to ecology in ancient Chinese philosophy and
the state of the environment in Hong Kong. Since I
cannot summarize all the papers presented, I would
like simply to point out some of the highlights of the
conference and the more provocative assertions and
statistics within the papers themselves.
Vaclav Smil, energy specialist from the University of
Manitoba, opened the conference with an intriguing
thesis that the most serious of China's environmental
problems is one that is frequently overlooked-basic
ecological degradation such as soil degradation.
Solving pollution problems, such as river clean ups,
is not difficult, he claimed. Basic ecological degradation is far more serious. The quality of China's land
is being threatened by excessive use of synthetic fertilizers, the decline in recycling of organic wastes,
and the use of plastic sheeting to speed up crop maturation. (The plastic becomes mixed into the soil
and hinders water flow and root growth, reducing
grain yields.) According to Smil, China's ambitious
modernization plans will be hampered in the future
by the loss of farmland to growing settlements and

industries, degradation of soil, deforestation, and
desertification. Smil estimates that this has reduced
cultivated land by about one-third, or 40 million
hectares. The land lost, he says, would be enough to
support 370 million people. These land losses are
particularly worrisome, in provinces where food production is already inadequate, such as Guangxi and
Gansu.
Smil warned that China is mining its ecosystem and
that the roots of China's economic achievements are
being steadily sapped by destruction of the environment. To solve its water distribution problems
China diverts water on an unprecedented scale and
is depleting aquifers at an alarming rate. In his
paper, Smil concluded that China is unlikely to be
able to reverse these trends soon, because of population increases and desire for higher living standards.
China's population is expected to increase by more
than 150 million during the 1990s, equivalent to
Brazil's total population today.
In a slightly more optimistic vein, Lester Ross, co-author of Environmental Law and Policy in the People's
Republic of China, observed signs that greater attention is being paid to the environment in China, particularly in the policy arena. China's National
Environmental Protection Agency is receiving
stronger backing from powerful state organs, and
the Environmental Protection Law now mandates
that environmental impact statements be submitted
prior to project approval instead of being confined to
the post-approval stage. According to Ross, Chinese
citizens who have taken direct action to halt severe
polluters have recently been treated more leniently
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and in some instances behavior that previously
could have been deemed counter-revolutionary has
been exonerated. He says this is because the courts
deemed countering pollution a justification for otherwise illegal acts. Ross also pointed out that the PRC,
concerned that international bodies on the environment will be dominated by advanced industrialized
countries, invited representatives of developing
countries to a Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in Beijing in June 1991. The
resultant declaration clearly expressed the PRC's
desire for financing and technology transfer in
exchange for cooperation on global issues.

to China's green revolution, noting that China's ability to feed its people over the last several decades
has been impressive. Grain yield has risen considerably, enabling China to feed 23% of the world's population with only 15% of the world's arable farm
land. But Han warned that China's grain yields are
the result of increased use of subsidized energy (fertilizers and heavy machinery) and that use of pesticides has doubled in China in the last ten years. To
help solve China's environmental problems, Han recommends use of agroforestry (integrating trees with
crops and/ or animals) and multiple cropping, such
as intercropping sweet clover or soy beans with corn.

The conference became particularly animated during
discussion of the highly controversial Yangzi River
Three Gorges dam project which would be the largest hydroelectric dam in the world. (The project was
approved in April, albeit with numerous, unprecedented abstentions, by the National People's Congress.) Lester Ross noted that construction will not
begin until 1996, leaving time for opponents to
mobilize. Several speakers also commented that foreign investment necessary to fund such a massive,
potentially disastrous project will be difficult to
attract.

Shu-Li Huang, Chairman of the Graduate Institute
of Urban Planning, National Chung Hsing University, explained that Taiwan is trying to strengthen its
"ecological/ economic interface" with the PRC in
order to obtain natural resources and labor. Taiwan
depends on imports for 90% of its energy needs. He
also mentioned that people in Taiwan, who are
increasingly aware of environmental issues, wonder
why the United States wants to export nuclear technology to Taiwan when the US has rejected it.

Although he conceded serious pollution problems in
the northeastern province of Heilongjiang, Deputy
Director of the provincial Environmental Protection
Agency, Man Fuliang, spoke of considerable progress in the last ten years in Heilongjiang's environmental work. Numerous environmental protection
bureaus and stations have been established provincewide and mayors and county heads are now responsible for the implementation of environmental
targets.
With respect to endangered species, S.D. Richardson,
an expert on China's forests, startled the audience
with his comment about protecting China's national
symbol, the panda. "Don't spend money on a few
impotent wild animals," he said. "Put them in the
zoo."
Han Xingguo, Fellow at the Center for Coastal And
Environmental Studies at Rutgers University, turned

The Hong Kong government has taken draconian
measures to improve its environmental protection,
according to Sarah Liao, president of EHS Consultants Ltd in Hong Kong. For instance, citizens are
encouraged to report drivers of automobiles that pollute excessively, and fines increase daily if the drivers do not get the problem fixed promptly.
Environmental problems know no political boundaries. Sarah Liao noted that Hong Kong textile
industries that have moved to South China now pollute the Pearl River in China which in turn provides
water to Hong Kong! Although the conference
revealed overwhelming environmental problems in
China and no consensus for a solution was reached,
it was heartening to see so many sincere scholars
and experts from China and the West devoting themselves to work on China's environmental problems
and policies. It is a problem with global implications
and certainly deserves greater attention.
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Summer Chinese Language Class
Introduction to Chinese, Term 3: An 8-week class
July 2-August 20
Thursday evenings, 7-9 PM
Portland State University, Smith Center, Room 330
Cost: $100, members; $125, non-members

ntroduction to Chinese, Term 3, is the continuation of

I the Introduction

to Chinese class that began in January. The eight-week course is appropriate for those
who have just completed the second term of our
introductory Mandarin Chinese course or those who
have completed the equivalent, approximately 40
hours of class, elsewhere. The course will emphasize
Chinese conversation skills but will also introduce
students to basic character writing and reading. The
instructor, Lu Lina, is a native of Jilin Province and
has taught Chinese language at Reed College, Portland State University and Pacific University. Chinese
for Today (Beijing Languages Institute) is the text for
the course.

Meet Fellow Members at our Monthly
China Lunches
Third Thursdays (July 16, August 21, September 17)
New Peking Restaurant
735 SW First (Yamhill)
12:30-1:30 PM
Buffet Lunch ($5.50)
No reservations; information: 725-4567
Join the China Council table the third Thursday of
each month at the New Peking Restaurant where we
eat together as a group and share news informally
about China. No reservations are necessary for this
no-host buffet lunch that begins at 12:30.

Discussion on Chinese Minorities with
State Nationalities Affairs Commission
Delegation
Monday, August 3,7-9 PM
Portland State University, Smith Center 294
No admission charge
Information: 725-4567
hina Council members will have a chance to
meet and talk with representatives of China's
minority groups who will be visiting Oregon in July
and August. Steve Kosokoff, Portland State University professor who has taught in Inner Mongolia for
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a year, will lead a discussion with delegation members about the lifestyles and concerns of non-Han
minorities in China today. The delegation members
are from many provinces and autonomous regions
and will be spending one month at Portland State
University examining the US higher education system and minority issues.
See the article in OREGON-CHINA RELATIONS for
more information about this high-level nine-person
delegation from the State Nationalities Affairs Commission.

China Business Network Get Acquainted
Luncheon
Tuesday, August 4, 1992, 11:30AM-1
House of Louie
331 NWDavis
Dim sum lunch: $7 per person
Reservations: 725-4567

PM

lease join us for an informal networking lunch
and an opportunity to get acquainted with othP
ers who are interested in doing business with
Greater China (China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore).
Whether you are an "old China hand" or just getting
started, we hope you will take this opportunity to
meet others, to exchange ideas, and to share experiences.
Wendy Lee

Moon Festival Celebration and Annual
Meeting
Sunday, September 20,5-9 PM
Formosa Harbor
915 SW Second (Taylor)
Admission: $15 members; $20 public
ave the date and time now for the Northwest
Regional China Council's Moon Festival Celebration and Annual Meeting on Sunday, September 20.
One of the highlights will be the exhibition and sale
of children's scrolls from Fujian Province, a remarkable collection of art described elsewhere in this
issue of the Quarterly. We are offering our members
the first opportunity to buy these scrolls, which will
be sold at this event by silent auction.

S

Although past annual meetings have usually featured a sitdown dinner and speaker, we decided to
hold an entirely different function this year-a social
and cultural event in connection with China's sec-
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and biggest holiday. Formosa Harbor Restaurant is
an ideal location for eating, mingling, and participating in activities. In one room, the food will be
arranged buffet style, and each dish will be brought
out as it is prepared. In another room, you can learn
to play mah jongg, see a demonstration of paper cutting, and or have your name written in Chinese.
There will be performances of taiji and traditional
Chinese music, along with the more modem
karaoke. You will have a chance to win works of Chinese art in a raffle.
Ticket prices include food and tea. Activities such as
the raffle and mah jongg lessons will cost $1-$5.
Remember that if you recommend five new members or upgrade your membership status to Sponsor level before July 30, you will receive one free
ticket for the Moon Festival Celebration.
The mid-autumn Moon Festival (zhong qiujie in Chinese) traditionally falls on the fifteenth day of the
eighth lunar month when the full moon is the most
luminous during the year. According to legend, in
2000 BC, there lived Chang E, the beautiful wife of a
famous archer, Hou Yi. There are many versions of
what happened next. In each story, however, Chang
E swallows the elixir of immortality prepared by the
Fairy Queen Mother Wang Mu, and intended for
Hou Yi. Afterwards, Chang E finds herself weightless and flying toward the moon where she continues to live as the Moon Goddess, her youth and
beauty preserved forever.
For the Chinese people, the festival is a time for families and neighbors to gather to gaze at the moon and
to exchange moon-cakes. With their round shape,
moon-cakes symbolize unity and reunion. Midautumn is also considered an auspicious time for creative endeavors, such as reading and writing poetry
and listening to music.
You will receive more detailed information about the
Festival events, but mark the date on your calendar
now.
If you are interested in helping with organizing this
event or donating your creative skills, please contact
Susan Brick at the China Council office: 725-4567.

CHINA COUNCIL NEWS
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Thanks to Our Dedicated Volunteers
he China Council is grateful to the members and
friends who donate their time to assist with
events and office work. Our China Careers Seminar,

T

held in both Eugene and Portland, was organized by
members Tim Cushing, Dave Erlandson, Lee Fitzell,
Jodi McDonald and Phillip Richardson. Many people came forward to help with our international conference, China's Environment: Meeting Local and Global
Challenges, on May 7-8. Charles Wu and Diane Ma,
Nan Shen and Tom Bayh, Jim and Rita Meiser, and
Pat Parenteau graciously opened their homes to the
visiting scholars as homestay families. Jodi McDonald and Debbie Martson staffed the membership
table, while Paul Millius and Zhang Xiaoli assisted
with logistics. We also thank Hao Dawei, Hong Mu,
Liu Meiru and Jonathan Pease who served as interepreters and escorts for the international experts during the conference.
Staffing the membership and registration tables for
our lecture series on Tibet in April and May at the
Portland Art Museum were DeEllyn Arwood, Grace
Bayley, Phil Brick, Rosemary Egan, Shelly Pittman,
Amy Richter, Ginger Rogers, Myrtle Snyder, Rose
Stephenson, Marcia Weinstein, Ed Young and
George Zhu. During the spring, Lee Pitzell, Lois lieber, Bruce Mac Gibbon, Jodi McDonald, Chriss Taylor
and Zhang Xiaoli generously helped with our many
mailings.
A loyal crew of enthusiastic volunteers makes the
China Information Bulletin possible. About twenty
readers, writers, and translators worked on the May
issue: Nancy Chen, Michele Frazier, Ed Gilbert,
Charles Wu, Gene Tom, Jim Spencer, Lee Fitzell,
Richard Koe, Susan McCarthy, Joseph Moyle, Dan
Larson, Darl Kleinbach, Chuck Wood, Lisa Polloch,
Jason Blake, Paul Millius, Mark Wilcewski, Beau
Whitney, and Frank Thomas.
Beau Whitney assisted in conducting a phone survey
of a sampling of Bulletin subscribers. Thanks to
those subscribers who participated in the survey:
Jack Seto, Carl Kato, Harry Nelson, John Metschan,
Debbie Kitchin, Leslie Slocum, Cary Rath, Erica
Work, Richard Kraus, Vern Ho, and Harry Harding.
Work continues on the Oregon-China relations
database: intern Jodi McDonald will soon complete
a section on universities and colleges; Micki Horn is
gathering information on acupuncturists; and volunteer Dave Fisher is beginning work on the culture
section of the database. Information stored on the
database will eventually be published in an updated
version of the 1988 China in Oregon: A Resource Directory.
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Special thanks to our volunteer teachers and tutors
who dedicated much time and effort to making our
first year of free English conversation classes for Chinese newcomers a success. This spring our teachers
were Charles Baccus, Sharon Bergren, Kelly Davis,
Margaret Ellison, Lee Fitzell, David Funk, Joan Goldthorpe, Willa Holmes, Bernie Hubbard, Bonnie Hubbard, Steve Roberts, Karen Vaught-Alexander and
Dawn Youngdahl.

Liza Goldblatt, Mel Gurtov, John Sinclair and Joan
Frances, Mike Hoffman, Amy Richter, Lois I.
Beran, Jane Larson, Dennis C. Johnson, and Ed Gilbert.
Other contributing members were Mark Sidel, Senator Mae Yih, Thomas Lowles, Mary Brown, Stanford Chen, Marcia Weinstein, Darl Kleinbach, and
VernHo.

Grateful Thanks for New Contributions

T

he China Council's membership drive has
encouraged current members to upgrade to
higher levels of support. Roger Luedtke, China
Council President, is a Patron. Donald Sterling,
incoming board member this September, and Hong
Kong members Matthew and Xiaomei Rouse
renewed as Major Donors. Thank you to Patrick
Maveety for his Major Donor level contribution to
May's Chinese Environment conference. Individual
Sponsors this quarter are: C.H. Wright, Gretchen
Morris, Daniel and Rusty Goldy, Norman Locke,

We are pleased to welcome new corporate members
American President Lines, Tonkon Torp Galen
Marmaduke & Booth, American Pacific Bank, and
Black Helterline. Many thanks to this quarter's
renewing corporate members: Port of Portland, Ater
Wynne Hewitt Dodson & Skerritt, Patricia Neils,
Inc., the University of Oregon Center for Asian and
Pacific Studies, Linfield College, Willamette University, Blackwell North America, Key Bank of Oregon, Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt, Standard
Insurance, First Interstate Bank of Oregon, and
Arthur Andersen & Co.

ARE YOU FORGETTING SOMETHING?
Success of Membership Drive Depends on You
he China Council's Membership Drive is turning out to be a long march, but a succesful one. New
members are joining weekly, but to achieve our goal of 100 new members by early fall we need your
help.

T

1. You can help by giving the green membership forms you received in the mail to the friends and
associates you know would enjoy membership.
2. Or you can send us the names of friends and associates who might like to be members and we will
contact them on your behalf. Call us at 725-4567 with your suggestions if that is more convenient.
3. Finally, consider showing your own personal support by increasing your annual membership to a
Sponsor Level ($125 to $250) by July 31.
Your Northwest Regional China Council is one of the most active in the United States, and one of the most
esteemed. We can maintain this stature and continue to attract those most involved with China-but only
with your help in building both our membership and financial base.
By assisting, satisfaction will not be your only reward. Help us bring in five new members, and you'll be
rewarded as our guest at a gala Moon Festival party on September 20. Bring in even a single new member
and your name will be entered in a drawing for one of the exceptional children's scrolls we have just
received from China.
The scrolls are receiving rave reviews, and by being responsible for just one membership, you could be the
proud owner of one of them.
One member. That is all it takes to show a helping hand at this critical time for the China Council.
5
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technical virtuosity. The Portland Film Festival and
the repertoire at Cinema 21 allow us that opportunity. Here the film goer hungry for resplendent virtuosity can see such works as Zhang Yimou's Raise the
Red Lantern, his latest film. Zhang Yimou has established himself as one of Asia's preeminent directors,
and now, with the critical success of his first three
films, as China's best known of the so-called Fifth
Generation filmmakers.

New Board Members Elected
hank you to all who returned the mail ballot for
our board of directors election this May. All
nominated were elected: Rongwei Cai is an attorney with Tonkon, Torp, Galen, Marmaduke & Booth
from Fujian province, China. Stanford Chen, currently on the board and chair of the China 19905 committee, is Sunday Forum Editor for The Oregonian.
Stephen Durrant is Associate Dean, University of
Oregon, and a professor of Chinese language. Lee
Fitzell, current board member and active with the
Auction Committee and Oregon-China Relations
Database, is a retired banker. Wendy Lee is an
accountant with KPMG Peat Marwick, recently
spent two years in the firm's Hong Kong office, and
is chair of the China Business Network. Norman
Locke, current board member and on the Auction
Committee, is the owner of Columbia Coin.

T

Within this stellar club, he is the incomparable sensualist, saturating his scenes with dense color and palpable textures. Yet nothing is gratuitous about his
lush tableaus. In Red Sorghum, Zhang's 1989 directorial debut, and]u Dou (1990), the director established
sexuality and sensuality as central to the passionate
conflicts which charge his films. Briefly, Raise the Red
Lantern is the story of Songlian (Gong Li), an educated, somewhat petulant woman of independent
spirit, who becomes the "fourth mistress" in a rich
man's household stable of concubines. From then
on, all is intrigue and power struggles in this feudal,
male-dominated milieu, for whomever the "master"
desires on any given night is the favored mistress.
This is accentuated by the custom of raising red lanterns above the threshold of the Chosen One, and
giving her a foot massage, a sensuous treat which
becomes emblematic of the mistress's social enslavement. Songlian, in spite of her rebelliousness,
instantly engages this subjugating system, maneuvering to establish herself as high as possible in the hierarchy. Her "tragic flaw," however, is an emotional
nature which makes Songlian an imperfect manipulator. In this feudal household, her strategic errors
finally result in tragedy.

Deborah Martson, Secretary of the China Council
and chair of the Foundations Committee, is a
fundraising consultant. Paul Millius, a business consultant with experience in trading and joint manufacturing projects in China, is a member of the Program
Committee. Robert Moon, current board member
and active on the Corporate Membership Committee
and chair of the Chinese Student Assistance Committee, is an accountant with Arthur Andersen. Joseph
Moyle of Eugene is a retired Foreign Service Officer
with numerous China-related assignments, including in Beijing and Taipei, and is a writer for the China
Information Bulletin. Amy Richter, acting chair of the
Program Committee and chair of the Annual Dinner,
is an attorney in Portland. Donald Sterling just
retired as assistant to the publisher of The Oregonian,
and recently moderated the Harrison Salisbury bookwarming and is on the Auction Committee.

_FI_LM_R_E_V_IE_W

Like Zhang's other films au Dou and Red Sorghum),
Raise the Red Lantern is deliciously filmed and layered with meaning: the work is structured on
polarities--the seasons divide the film into chapters:
it is steeped in red and red/ orange, with stunning
contrasts between the gray brick of the mansion, and
the warm red lights from within the apartments.
Equally compelling is the juxtaposition of rigid, Con-

¥

Raise the Red Lantern
Director: Zhang Yimou
Screenplay: Ni Zhen (based on the original navel by Su
Tong)
Producer: Chiu Fu-Sheng

WANTED: Volunteers/interns interested in OregonChina relations needed to help update the China
Council's 1988China in Oregon: A Resource Directory.
Volunteers will be trained on the computer, improve research skills, and have an opportunity to meet and talk
with Oregonians involved in China-related activities.
College credit is available. Job requires general office
skills +/or willingness to be trained, and 2 to 20 hours per
week. Those interested should call Gaelle Snell, 725-4567,
mornings.

Cast: Gong Li; Ma fingwu; He Caifei; Cao Cuifeng; fin
Shuyuan; Kong Bin
ntoday's neon-festooned cineplexes rarely do we
find ourselves in the presence of a true artist
Iwhose
work is rich with personal vision as well as
6
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fucian "family customs," and the base lust which
underlies concubinage. To emphasize this, Zhang
and his collaborators make extensive use of a static
camera, and the rigorous, geometric formality of the
scenes suggest that the human spirit, pure, warm
and sensual, cannot endure in a suffocating, stark
prison of feudal tradition and egocentric power.
Such resonances are the reason why Zhang Yimou's
work is often seen as subtly subversive in modern
China, and allusions to contemporary life there are
strongly implied, as the director himself admits.
Besides an obvious feminist commentary, the film
can be seen in terms of social metaphor: In a rigidly
controlled country where citizens are assigned their
roles in life, social and economic mobility is often
achieved by the dynamics of personal relationships,
guanxi, corruption, and one-up manship, with the
hoped-for result that the red lantern of official favor
and patronage will be raised over one's threshold.
With such potent interpretations available in this
and his other films, it is not surprising that Zhang, as
an artist and intellectual, is yet another burr under
the saddle of Chinese officialdom; and all the more
irritating in light of the state's retrenchment since
1989. His last two films, despite their critical success, are rarely if ever seen in China.
But Zhang's importance as a political and philosophical cynosure is secondary to his remarkable talent as
an artist; with lush imagery and incisive, intelligent
storytelling, he overturns our expectations, breaks
our hearts, unsettles our minds, and weaves together
historical detail and selective cultural traditions to

_C_H_IN_A_R_E_S_O_V_R_C_E_S __
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Walking Tour Brochure of Portland
Chinatown Available this Summer
his summer the brochure for the self-guided
walking tour of Portland's Chinatown will be
completed. It was produced by the Portland Development Commission in cooperation with the Oregon
Historical Society and the Northwest Regional China
Council and is available free of charge from the
China Council and the PDC. The brochure features a
walking-tour map of Chinatown; historic photographs, descriptions of shops, restaurants and family
associations; and a brief history of Chinatown.

T

Oregon Chinese Crime Victim Assistance
Program
he Oregon Chinese Crime Victim Assistance Program under the auspices of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association and headed by Bruce
Wong, has established a fund to provide for rewards
for information leading to the apprehension of criminal offenders, or of anyone who has injured a member of the Chinese community in Oregon, be it an
individual or business.

T

Tax-deductible donations may be sent to: OREGON
CHINESE CRIME VICTIM ASSISTANCE c/o US
National Bank of Oregon, Citizens Branch, PO Box
14729, Portland, OR 97214-D728.

Looking for an Acupuncturist
Chinese Instructor?

or a

looking
for an acupuncturist, a tai chi (taijl)
Linstructor, or somewhere to study Chinese? Soon
there will be one place where you can find all of this
information and more. The China Council is expanding its Oregon-China computer database to include
health and educational resources. The trade section
was the first to be completed, and is continuously
updated.
The China Council is currently compiling information on acupuncturists in Oregon, with plans to complete a listing of tai chi (taiji) and ch'i gung (qigc,'1g)
instructors, Chinese massage practitioners, sources
for Chinese herbs, and schools and clinics specializing in Chinese medicine.
Also in the works is an education section with
detailed information on institutions in Oregon offering China-related courses. Included is a listing of
where to study Chinese, including universities, community colleges, high schools, and language schools.
So if you are looking for a Chinese health practitioner and wondering who specializes in what, how
long they've practiced, if they are certified or what
their training is, call the China Council. And,
instead of calling allover town to find an appropriate school to study Chinese, you need only make one
call (725-4569).
In order to help defer costs, a nominal fee is charged
for the above information. The fee is $20 plus $1 for
each report generated.
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Gaelle Snell
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Sign up for Tibet before July 31
may still register for the China-TIbet tour
that leaves Portland August 31 and returns September 25. The cost for this outstanding 26-day tour
is $4,475, ($465 single supplement). We will never be
able to offer this tour again for such a low price.

Y

OU

If you are in good health and willing to travel overland from China into Tibet over the world's highest
road, join China Council tour leader Leonard van
der Kuijp, professor of TIbetan language and history
at the University of Washington. You'll have the
chance to see Tibet at the side of one of the most
knowledgeable Tibet tour leaders in the country.

Silk Route Adventure Planned
nlate June, 1993, the Northwest Regional China
Council will sponsor a tour of China called
Kazakhs, Uygurs, Mongols and the Silk Road. The tour
begins with two days in Beijing, then crosses the
Great Wall to Huhhot in Inner Mongolia, where travellers will spend a night in a yurt. Then we will fly
to Xian to visit the tomb of First Emperor Qin

I

Volunteer English Teachers
Needed

Shihuangdi, with its thousands of terra cotta soldiers.
Xian is our first stop on the fabled "Silk Road." Then
we will fly to Lanzhou for a cruise on the Yellow
River and on to Dunhuang with the astonishing
1,000 Buddha Caves. In the heart of Central Asia we
will visit the Turpan Depression, where lush gardens
flourish 500 feet below sea level, and Urumqi, which
is home to many Chinese nationalities. Finally, we
will go to Kashgar in China's far west, where, for
centuries, traders have brought goods and ideas
from China, India, Persia and the West. We will visit
Kashgar's fantastic bazaar on its most active day,
Sunday.
The tour is led by Steve Kosokoff, Chairman of the
Speech Communication department at Portland
State University and a frequent China traveler.
Steve, who taught for a year in Huhhot, Inner Mongolia, has led many tours of China. He has planned
this itinerary to reveal some of China's interesting
minority peoples, to explore some of her fascinating
and out-of-the-way areas, and to follow the ancient
"Silk Road" that was so important to China's earliest
contacts with the rest of the world.
If you are interested in signing up or receiving more
information about this trip, call the China Council
office at (503) 725-4567 or drop a line to the Northwest China Council, PO Box 751, Portland, OR,
97207. The trip is limited to 22 participants. Pacific
Rim Consultants in Colorado is the tour company
with which we will be working.
Steve Kosokoff

China Council will continue its free
TheEnglish
language program for Chinese adults
beginning in late September. In order to serve
the many Chinese interested in taking our classes
in English conversation, we need more volunteers. We are looking for individuals who are
willing to share their English language skills and
who are interested in teaching Chinese students
in small groups or one on one. This is a wonderful way to gain teaching experience and learn
about Chinese culture! Teaching experience and
some knowledge of Chinese language are helpful, but not necessary. A training session on ESL
and teaching materials are provided by the
China Council. Classes are held during the day
and in the evenings and volunteers are asked to
teach two hours each week. If you are interested
in teaching in the fall, please sign up with Susan
Brick at 725-4567 by August 15.

OREGON-CHINA
RELATIONS
Oregon Legislative Delegation
Completes Successful China Trade
Mission
An ll-person Oregon delegation organized by
/"\state Senator Mae YIh and including Senate President John Kitzhaber and Speaker of the House
Larry Campbell, together with other state legislators,
made a March 23 to AprilS trade and friendship mission to China, focusing on Oregon's sister province,
Fujian.
In discussions with Trade and Economic Development officials in Fujian Province, the group investi-
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gated opportunities to increase trade in agriculture,
forest products and other manufactured goods
between Oregon and China. In Beijing, the delegation met with officials from the Division of Animal
Husbandry, Ministry of Agriculture and Foundation
for Underdeveloped Regions in China.
According to Senator Yih, China's booming economy
offers growing opportunities for profitable trade. In
several southern provinces, GNP growth has averaged almost ten percent annually.
Fujian's special economic zone, Xiamen, has
attracted over $2.2 billion in foreign investment and
created tens of thousands of new jobs. The delegation viewed a new city with hundreds of factories,
offices and apartments where only ten years ago
there was just farmland.
Senator Yih concluded that despite China's formidable economic progress, the standard of living for the
average family remains considerably below US levels. It would be a mistake, however, not to recognize
the long-term economic potential of China, and now
is the time to establish a relationship that will
become the basis for business well into the future.
MickiHome

Oregon State System of Higher
Education Hosts China Delegation
epresentatives of China's minority nationalities
will spend one month in Oregon this summer
(Ouly 14-August 7) in a seminar program on US
higher education and minority studies. The seminar
is part of an exchange agreement between the Oregon State System of Higher Education and the Chinese State Nationalities Affairs Commission. The
nine members of the delegation represent China's
Minority Institutes and will be hosted by Portland
State University. They will attend lectures on minority issues and visit such places as the Migrant School
in Hillsboro and the Russian community in
Woodburn. Additionally, they will make weekend
visits to the coast, the Columbia Gorge, and the
Warm Springs Reservation.

R

Nine Oregon students will study this fall at the Central Institute for Nationalities in Beijing as part of the
exchange. The Oregon students will have a 12-week
language intensive program (18 hours/week). They
will also study Chinese minority literature with University of Oregon professor Michael Fishlen and take
a 16-day study tour of Xinjiang Province.

For further information contact Ann Bender at 7254011.
Christine Sproul

And You Thought Your
Kids Had Talent ...
treasure trove of Chinese children's art from Fuj.an Province, China, arrived in late May at the
Northwest Regional China Council. The acquisition
of this art was made possible by the efforts of longtime China Council member Ed Murray, and by
donations from Pacific Development and Robert and
Leona DeArmond of southern Oregon.

A

These scrolls represent the best of several thousand
paintings entered in a contest organized by the Fujian Provincial Education Commission. The young
artists range in age from three to 14 and represent
municipalities and schools all over the province.
The winning works of art were mounted professionally on traditional Chinese silk and paper scrolls.
The China Council hopes to find a large public space
to display the scrolls this summer, and will feature
the paintings for display and purchase at our September 20 Moon Festival Celebration.
The children's brush and ink paintings are remarkable for the high level of skill with which they were
painted and for the wonderful creativity in the
images they present. Traditional landscape and bird
and flower paintings make up a large portion of the
scrolls, yet many of these more "traditional" paintings show childlike innovation and imagination in
their design. Animals are another favorite subject
for the young artists, as are scenes from childhood
life in contemporary China. Another group of paintings deals with global cooperation and communication, a theme particularly suited to this international
cultural exchange.
The range in age of the artists has moreover translated into a range of images and complexity, but
even those scrolls painted by the youngest artists
and containing the simplest images possess a remarkable balance and dynamic. All of the paintings are
delightful.
The Scroll Project originally was the brainchild of Ed
Murray, a teacher at Phoenix High School in southern Oregon. Murray has been very active in OregonFujian sister state affairs, and succeeded in
organizing an Asian Studies program at Phoenix
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High. He worked with various members of Fujian's
Education and Arts Commissions to organize the
contest which produced the scrolls. A previous
scroll project in 1990 also involved sending artwork
created by southern Oregon schoolchildren to Fujian.
Among the officials Murray worked with on the project was Mr. Ye Pinqiao, Deputy Director of Higher
Education for Fujian province. Ye (whose daughter,
Ye Hong, studies at PSU) headed a delegation of educators which recently came to Oregon to discuss the
future of Oregon-Fujian educational relations. While
in Portland the delegation met with members of the
China Council staff and the Scroll Committee to

view the scrolls and discuss the organization of the
art contest. When told how impressed the staff and
committee members were at the young artists' expertise, Ye explained that many children in China begin
brushpainting at a very young age, so that by the
time they enter kindergarten or primary school they
may already have several years of painting under
their belts. With the help of art teachers in their
schools, some of the youngsters' talents begin to
shine, a fact readily apparent to anyone who sees the
scrolls.
Susan McCarthy

NORTHWEST REGIONAL CHINA COYNCIL FOUNDERS,
PATRONS, AND MAJOR DONORS
FOUNDERS

The Adams Foundation
The Asia Sodety
Clark Foundation
The Collins Foundation
Lillian Baumann Fund of the Oregon Community Foundation
Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund
Meyer Memorial Trust
Portland State University
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt
Tektronix-Americas Pacific Operations
Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust
PATRONS

First Interstate Bank of Oregon
Intel Personal Computer Enhancement Operation
KPMG Peat Marwick
Lasco Shipping
Roger A. Luedtke
Nike, Inc.
United Airlines
U.S. National Bank of Oregon
MA]ORDONORS

Blackwell North America

Bullivant, Houser, Bailey, Pendergrass & Hoffman
Cascade Corporation
Cascade Shipping Company
Davis, Wright, Tremaine
ESCO Corporation
Leroy P. Fitzell, Jr.
Folkways Travel
The Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corp. Ltd.
Key Bank of Oregon
Lane, Pawell, Spears, Lubersky
William and Deborah Martson
Northwest Natural Gas Co.
Oregon Economic Development Department
Perkins Coie
Port of Portland
Price Waterhouse
Powell's Books
Matthew and Xiaomei Rouse
Donald Sterling
Tonkon Torp Galen Marmaduke & Booth
Willamette University

CALENDAR
JULY
1-10

1-31
7/1-9/30

RAISE THE RED LANTERN: A film by Zhang Yimou,director of [u Dou and Red Sorghum. Cinema
21,616 NW 21st Ave,Portland. Times:7 and 9 PM nightly, Saturday and Sunday matinees at 2 and
4:15PM. Information: 223-4515.
WINDOWS INTO CHINA: Traveling exhibit on contemporary life in China, sponsored by Linfield
College. Eugene Public Library, Eugene. Information: Rosario Aglialoro, 472--4121ext. 22.
PHOTOGRAPHS OF MISSIONARIES IN ASIA FROM THE SPECIALCOLLECTIONS OF THE
KNIGHT LIBRARY:Museum of Natural History, University of Oregon, Eugene. Information: 3463024.
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7/2r--8/20

11

16
17

30

.,. INTRODUCTION TO CHINESE, TERM 3: 8-week third term of beginning Chinese, sponsored by
the China Council. Taught by Lu Lina. Thursdays, 7-9 PM at PSU's Smith Center 330. China Council members: $100; non-members: $125. Information: 725-4567.
TRADITIONAL MEDICAL QIGONG: Lecture and demonstration with Dr. Yang Shizeng, qigong
physician for the PRC's National Olympic Gymnastics team. 9 AM-4:3O PM at the Oregon College
of Oriental Medicine, 10525 SE Cherry Blossom Dr., Portland. Cost: $50 professionals, $40 students.
Continuing Education credit possible. Information: 254-3566 .
.,. MONTHLY CHINA LUNCH: Informal, no-host China Council luncheon. New Peking Restaurant,
735 SW First; 12:3(}-1:3O PM. No reservations; $5.50 for buffet lunch. Information: 725-4567.
CHINA'S ONGOING REFORM PROCESS: Symposium on Reforming Socialist Economies with
Mao Zihui, Southwest Jiaotong University, China, and experts on German reunification and reforms
in the former Soviet Union. 8-10 AM at the World Trade Center, mezzanine level, 25 SW Salmon,
Portland. Co-sponsored by PSU Summer Session, the World Affairs Council, and the International
Trade Institute. Information: PSU Summer Session, 725-4081.
A READING BY DAVID WONG LOUIE: From his collection of short stories Pangs of Love. Powells
Books, 1005 W Burnside. 7:30 PM. Free. Information: Joanna Rose, 228-4651.

AUGUST
3

4

13
15

8/15-9/13

20
8/31-9/25

.,. DISCUSSION WITH CHINESE MINORITIES DELEGATION: Open discussion on role of minorities in China, with members of State Nationalities Affairs Commission Delegation; led by Steve
Kosokoff. Sponsored by Northwest Regional China Council; PSU, Smith 294,7-9 PM. No admission charge. 725-4567 .
.,. CHINA BUSINESS NETWORK GET ACQUAINTED LUNCHEON: Dim sum lunch for anyone
interested in doing business with China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore. House of Louie, 331 NW
Davis, 11:30 AM-1 PM. $7. Reservations and information: 725-4567.
FULL MOON PARTY: Food, drink and entertainment sponsored by the Classical Chinese Garden
Society. Portland Garden Club, 1132 SW Vista, 7-10 PM. $12.50. Information: 823-4740.
CCBA CHINESE SCHOOL REGISTRATION: Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association's
annual registration for Mandarin and Cantonese classes at beginning, intermediate, advanced and
conversational levels. 10 AM-1 PM at CCBA Building, 2nd Floor, 317 NW Davis, Portland. Cost, per
year: $70, 18 and under; $100, 18-65; over 65, free. Family rates available. Information: Rebecca Liu,
289-9104.
WINDOWS INTO CHINA: Traveling exhibit on contemporary life in China, sponsored by Linfield
College. Salem Public Library, Liberty Street Branch. Information: Rosario Aglialoro, 472-4121 ext.
22.
.,. MONTHLY CHINA LUNCH: Informal, no-host China Council luncheon. New Peking Restaurant,
735 SW First; 12:3(}-1:3O PM. No reservations; $5.50 for buffet lunch. Information: 725-4567 .
.,. TIBET THROUGH TIBETAN EYES: Tour to China, TIbet and Hong Kong sponsored by the China
Council and led by Tibetologist Leonard van der Kuijp. Deadline for registration: July 31. Cost
$4,475. Information: 725-4567.

SEPTEMBER
17
9/19-10/18
20

.,. MONTHLY CHINA LUNCH: Informal, no-host China Council luncheon. New Peking Restaurant,
735 SW First; 12:3(}-1:30 PM. No reservations; $5.50 for buffet lunch. Information: 725-4567
WINDOWS INTO CHINA: Traveling exhibit on contemporary life in China, sponsored by Linfield
College. Linn:-Benton Community College, Albany. Information: Rosario Aglialoro, 472-4121 ext. 22.
.,. MOON FESTIVAL CELEBRATION AND ANNUAL MEETING: China Council annual dinner and
meeting. Includes demonstrations of Chinese folk arts and taijiquan. Also on view will be 120 paintings by children from Fujian, China. 5--9PM at Formosa Harbor Restaurant, 915 SW Second. $15
members, $20 non-members. Reservations and information: 725--4567.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
This issue was prepared by Susan Brick, Micki Home, Steve Kosokoff, Jane
Larson, Susan McCarthy, Kate McKusker, Amy Richter, John Sinclair, Gaelle Snell, Joanne Wakeland, and
Jibao Yan. Computer Tools, Inc. was the desktop publisher.
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
Northwest Regional China Council Members receive invitations to China Council events, a subscription to the quarterly newsletter, and
discounts on admission fees and books.
Name
Address

I would like to volunteer to help the China Council with:

--------------------------------------_

City /State/ Zip
Home Phone

:-- Work Phone

__Assisting

_

__

_

__Hosting/Escorting

Occupation

_

Special Interest in China

~

at events

Publicity

__Office

_

speakers/Chinese

students and visitors

work

__Fundraising
__

Recruiting members

__

Research

Membership Category - Please check the category you wish:
Individual

-$25

Major Donor

--$250-$500

Family

-$35

Patron

-$500-$1000

Full-Time Student

-$10

Founder

-$1000+

Sponsor

-$125-$250

I also wish to make an additional contribution of $
to assist the Northwest Regional China Council with its work. Please
detach and return with a check payable to the Northwest Regional China Council. To use Mastercard or Visa, complete the following
information:

Card No.

Expiration date

Signature

THE NORTIIWEST REGIONAL COUNCIL is formed to deepen public understanding of China's history, culture, and
contemporary affairs (in the People's Republic, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and among Chinese-Americans). Our events are held
allover Oregon and include exhibitions, lectures, conferences, tours, and business seminars. The Northwest China Council
is an independent non-profit corporation and one of twelve regional China councils in the U.S. affiliated with The Asia Society.

Northwest Regional China Council
P.O. Box 751
Portland, OR 97207
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