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TIANANMEN-ONE
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YEAR LATER

hina today is a volcano, but probably a very
slow-burning one, according to Nicholas Kristof
and Sheryl WuDunn, who spoke for the Council on
"Tiananmen-One
Year Later" at Reed College on
May 16. The couple, respectively Beijing Bureau
Chief and Beijing Correspondent for The New York
Times, stopped in Portland to see Kristof's parents on
their way to New York to receive the Pulitzer Prize
for international reporting (for their coverage of
events in China.)

C

In their overview of the current ambience in China,
the journalists described a deep pessimism among intellectuals and an acceptance of the inevitable in the
countryside. According to their sources, many educated Chinese feel that their culture is deeply flawed
and that the Chinese people do not have the initiative displayed by the people of eastern Europe in
this year's revolts against unpopular governments.
Since June, 1989, some intellectuals say that what
China needs is not only the "yellow river" of traditional Chinese thinking, but also an infusion of the
"blue ocean" of Western thought. For the past year
many intellectuals have been practicing a kind of
passive resistance to government directives. More
frequent political study sessions and the campaign
to re-register Party members are underway but
neither is taken seriously. Additional political study
requirements for students, the Lei Feng cult and
revolutionary songs are back, but most people simply give them lip service. The reporters stated that
most intellectuals think the US should keep the
doors open to China and not use political and
economic means to "punish" her.

The couple noted that people in the countryside, still
some 70-80% of the population, are actually not as
emotionally involved in China's turmoil as
American TV viewers are. A common peasant point
of view is that, because of inflation and the disruptive presence of hooligans in the cities, the government had to take some action last summer; the action
taken was unfortunate but necessary. The issues that
touched most people's lives in the late 1980's, inflation and corruption, are being addressed. Inflation
went down to 4% in early 1990 from a high of 18% in
1989 and flagrant privileges for the sons and
daughters of leaders, such as private cars and easy
access to good jobs, have disappeared-at
least from
public view. China has also boosted exports, cut imports, and appears to be maintaining enough foreign
reserves to repay her debts.
On the other hand, the economy and many promised
reforms seem to-be stuck in a holding pattern.
Economic growth for the first quarter of 1990 was
zero, whereas it had been 9-10% for the last several
years and the goal for the year is 6%. An overproduction of consumer goods is glutting the
market. Unemployment, listed at 4%, does not take
into account the 160 million surplus laborers in the
countryside, half of whom are underemployed and
idle. New housing for city dwellers, tax reform and
banking reforms have not been implemented. The
multi-party cooperation so widely praised in the
media is "just propaganda," says W Dunn.
Besides these internal problems, China faces the
need to cultivate relationships with important trade
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partners, and is forging particularly strong ties with
Taiwan.
Kristof reminded the audience that early student
demonstrations in the spring of 1989 were not antiCommunist but called for cleaning up corruption in
the Party and improving economic conditions. Since
Tiananmen, he hears more talk about the weakness
of the Party; people voice a desire for freedom of the
press and for making the government accountable
through direct elections. Both speakers talked of
being constantly followed in Beijing and spoke of
their concern for their Chinese friends, who, Kristof
said, "are the real heroes."
In a question and answer session, the journalists observed that in China "word of mouth" is more important than print as a way to transmit information
and there are many stories they do not tell because
they cannot verify or protect their sources. Principal
stories they probably miss are the intricacies of inner
power struggles at the top and the real influence of
the military. Major changes in either of these areas
could trigger an explosion of China's volcano".
II

Nancy Dollahite

Anatomu Of a China Council Event
ooking back, the easiest part of arranging the lecLture
for "Tiananmen: One Year Later" was getting the speakers, Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl
WuDunn.
In January, members of the Northwest Regional
China Council Issues Forum began planning a
Tiananmen retrospective for June. One of the many
ideas suggested was to have the Chinese ambassador and representatives of the Ll.S.State Department, Congress, academia, and the Chinese
dissident community. So how about Nick Kristof as
moderator? we wondered. Kristof was a local boy
who is a rising star with The New York Times. And he
was in China during Tiananmen.
A call was made, and the Beijing bureau chief readily
agreed but said June would not be a good time to
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leave the country because of possible anniversary
demonstrations. He and Sheryl, his wife, who is Beijing Correspondent for the Times, would be spending
a week in Portland in July.
The date was reset, but the rest of the agenda slowly
began to unravel, some for unrealistic expectations
(did we really believe that the Chinese ambassador
would speak about the military crackdown on June
4?), and others for lack of commitment to participate.
But not to worry, we still had four or five months to
pull everything together.
Good luck and bad luck hit us suddenly in April.
Columbia University had just announced the winners of the 1990 Pulitzer Prizes, and Kristof and WuDunn won the international reporting prizes. Before
we could congra tula te ourselves for the good fortune of landing two instant celebrities for our Tiananmen event, Kristof called from Beijing. Their travel
plans had changed, and they would be coming to
Oregon in mid-May and then heading to New York
to receive their Pulitzers.
The revised date set in motion a frantic five weeks of
setting up a new program, finding a location and
beginning the publicity effort.
Issues committee chairman Roger Luedtke reshaped
the program to feature only Kristof and WuDunn.
China Council Executive Director Jane Leung Larson
found Reed College to provide the lecture hall.
Board member Lan [in called C-SPAN, which agreed
to tape the event for a later broadcast, and The
Oregonian provided printing and publicity.
Board Secretary Mel Gurtov agreed to emcee the
event, and Robert Landauer, editorial page editor of
The Oregonian and an early mentor of Kristof, who
was an intern at The Oregonian in 1980, accepted the
role of introducing the speakers.
Then another potential glitch arose: the World Affairs Council of Oregon also invited Kristof and WuDunn to speak - one day before our event at Reed
College. Telephone calls between the two groups to
resolve the matter went for naught. We feared a drop
in attendance for our event.
But we pressed ahead with the Tiananmen program.
Ticket sales picked up the weekend before the Wednesday event. And all of the preparations were in
place.
As it turned out the event was a success. More than
100 of the 125 reception tickets were sold, and
around 350 of the 400 seats were filled. Kristof and
WuDunn talked about their coverage of China
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July 18 Evening Lecture: The Three Little Chinese
Dragons: Historical and Political Developments, by Jeffrey Barlow, professor of history at Lewis & Clark
College. Barlow, who has lived in Hong Kong and
Taiwan (he spent much of 1988-89 in Taipei), tells
the tales of the islands' early years. He will conclude
by analyzing their political status today and their
relations with mainland China.

during the tumultuous spring and the violent June 4
military crackdown. (See cover story.)
The evening concluded with a lively question-andanswer period with the audience.
Stanford Chen

_SP_E_C_I_A_L_E_V_E_N_T_S

~

July 25 Luncheon: Singapore Briefing, political and
economic update by First Secretary of the Singapore
Embassy in Washington, DC, G. Selvadas. Selvadas
will be accompanied by Thian Tai Chew, Centre
Director of the Singapore Trade Development Board
in Los Angeles, and Chong Lit Cheng, Centre Director of the Singapore Economic Development Board
in San Francisco. While in Oregon, they wish to
meet with local business people to discuss trade and
investment; please contact Ed Gilbert, Perkins Coie,
295-4400 to arrange an appointment.

Summer Chinese Conversation Circle
Thursdays, July 5 to August 9
5:30-7:00 PM
Smith Center, Room M107 (China Council office)
$40 for members, $45 for non-members
Call for registration: 725-4567

Islands in the Midst of Change: Taiwan,
Hong Kong, and Singapore

August 1 Evening Lecture: The Treasures of the Palace
Museum in Taiwan, by Diana Tenckhoff, doctoral candidate in Chinese art, University of Kansas. The
world's largest collection of Chinese artifacts was
moved from museums in Beijing and Nanjing at the
end of World War II by the Nationalists. This collection of calligraphy, paintings, bronzes, jades, porcelains, embroidery, and other Chinese arts will be
described and illustrated in a slide lecture given by
Tenckhoff, an instructor of Asian art at the University of Oregon and Lewis & Clark College.

Luncheon Briefings and Evening Lectures
Wednesdays, July 11, 18, and 25, August 1
Luncheon Briefings (July 11 and 25), Noon-1:30 PM
House of Louie, 331 NW Davis, $$10 (members) or
$12 (non-members)
Evening Lectures (July 18 and August 1), 5:30-7:00
PM, Portland State University, School of Business,
SW 6th and Harrison auditorium; no admission charge
Reservations for Luncheon Briefings: 725-4567

his summer, we present four very different views
of the three little Chinese dragons", Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Singapore. Intended for business
people, travelers, and others who are curious about
these lesser known Chinese entities, this series complements the China Council fall tour, Circle China,
which visits the region.

T

Dori Jones Yang of Business Week to
Speak on South China's Trade and
Investment Climate

II

China Business Network
Friday, July 20
Noon-1:30 PM
Chang's Yangtze
Galleria, 3rd floor, 921 SW Morrison
$10, members; $12, public
Reservations required: 725-4567

The schedule of events is:
July 11 Luncheon: Taiwan Briefing, political and
economic update given by Chen-Hsiung Lee,
Deputy Director General, Coordination Council for
North American Affairs, Seattle Office. A diplomat
representing Taiwan since 1969 and an expert on law
and international trade, Lee will tell us about how
Taiwan is dealing with the political challenges of increased democratization, a robust opposition party,
and China's continued calls for party to party talks
between the Nationalists (KMT) and Communists
(CCP) on national re-unification. Lee will also speak
about Taiwan's booming economy and trade and the
best opportunities for Oregon-Taiwan trade.

outhern China, particularly Guangdong
Province, is vested by the central government
with a high degree of autonomy to develop trade
and investment with foreign countries. But, in
recent months, the re-centralization of economic
planning and tight control of bank credit have had effects on Guangdong and Fujian provinces. Yet,
foreign businesses may still find Southern Chinese
provinces to have relatively greater flexibility,

S

3

China Council Quarterly

wealth, and freedom than the rest of China to engage
in trade.

space for others who wish to attend. Contact the
China Council office for more information: 725-4567.

Dori Jones Yang was Hong Kong Bureau Manager
for Business Week for eight years until March 1990
when she moved to Seattle where she reports for the
magazine on the Pacific Northwest. While at the
Hong Kong Breau, Yang reported on business and
economics in China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Southeast
Asia, and Australia. Her cover stories included
"China: The Great Leap Backward" (6/19/89) and
"Capitalism in China" (1/14/85). Before joining
Business Week in 1981, she wrote for China Business
Review and ta ght English at Nanyang University in
Singapore. She speaks and writes Mandarin.

Jing is an authority on China's economic development and one of the highest Chinese officials to ever
visit Oregon. His background in industrial and business operations began with his management of the
Wha Ming Tobacco Corporation in Shanghai in the
1940's and he continued to lead state-run companies
in the 1950's. He was one of the founding members
of CITIC, China's most prominent foreign trade and
investment corporation, and serves as an advisor to
the Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations and
Trade. Known for his support of economic reforms,
Jing has traveled abroad to speak at many conferences and symposia and in 1983 accompanied Premier
Zhao Ziyang on his state visit to New Zealand and
Australia. He is on the Standing Committee of the
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference.
Among his other posts are memberships in the
Standing Committee of Promotion of Peaceful
Reunification of the Motherland and the Macao
Basic Law Drafting Committee.

One Country, Two Systems: The
Economic Variable
China Business Network with Robert Graham
Wednesday, August 8
4:00-5:30 PM
Port of Portland
700 NE Multnomah, 13th floor Commission Board
Room
No admission charge
Reservations required: Myrla Magness, 231-5459

Introductoru Chinese Class
to Resume in Fall

obert Graham, an expert on project management
in Hong Kong and China, will be visiting
Portland from Hong Kong, where he is chair of the
Management Department at the Hong Kong Baptist
College. His topic is the integration of the Hong
Kong and Chinese economies, both at the present
and after 1997 when re-unification occurs. Graham,
who taught at Portland State University and the International Trade Institute last year, gave two well-attended trade seminars for the China Business
Network.

R

u Una's Chinese class for beginners will continue
in the fall for a ten-week session from September
27 to December 6 (Thursdays, 7:30-9:00 PM). The
class is open not only to those students who took the
18-week course this winter and spring, but to any
first-year Chinese language student who is able to
join the class at the level of Chapter 12 of the book
used in the class, Chinese for Today (Book One, Beijing
Languages Institute, published by China Books and
Periodicals). The teacher is Lu Una, who came to
the U.S. from the Jilin University of Technology in
1986 and has taught beginning Chinese at many
schools in Oregon and in Canada.

L

The China Business Network is an interest group of
the China Council, chaired by board member Ray
Helterline, which organizes regular meetings for
members engaged in China trade.

Top Chinese Trade Official
to Visit Oregon

The class is limited to eight student and stresses conversation over reading and writing skills, although
Chinese characters are taught. In January 1991, a
new Introductory Chinese Class will be taught from
the beginning.

ing Shuping, Executive Director of China Trust
and Investment Corporation (CITIC) and ViceJ
Chairman of the All-China Federation of Industry
and Commerce, will be visiting Oregon in late
August at the invitation of the Northwest Regional
China Council. A seminar will be organized for
China Council corporate members, with limited

Call the China Council office to register for the class:
725-4567. The cost is $100 for members.
4
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CHINA COUNCIL NEWS ~
China Council Awarded Major Grant
from Meyer Memorial Trust
he China Council received a big boost on June 1
when Karen Knight, Program Officer of the
Meyer Memorial Trust called with the news that a
proposal first submitted last October had been
funded with a two-year grant totalling $82,500. The
grant will help to underwrite a three-year program
designed to foster understanding and productive
Oregon-China relations during a time of political
and economic difficulties within China and of
strained U.S.--China ties, a situation triggered on
June 4, 1989 when pro-democracy demonstrations
were violently crushed in Beijing.

T

The new program will include public briefings, seminars and conferences; policy meetings on OregonChina relations; a bi-monthly China Information
Bulletin supplemented by occasional Perspective
Papers by China specialists; an Oregon-China Computer Database and information center; and continued support to the Chinese Student Assistance
Committee. Activities will be coordinated and
evaluated by a China Task Force to be appointed by
the China Council board of directors. Operating as a
board committee, the Task Force will include representatives of city and state government, business,
academia, and China-related organizations.
In addition to the grant by the Meyer Memorial
Trust (formerly the Fred Meyer Charitable Trust),
financial support was provided by the Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust. The China Council is seeking an
additional $15,670 to meet the three-year project
budget.
Challenging Jobs, Both Paid and Volunteer, Available
As a result of the new programs, the China Council
will be expanding its staff and volunteer numbers
and moving its office to larger quarters. Gaelle Snell,
our administrative assistant, will have expanded
responsibilities and will be a full-time employee
beginning July 15. We will be hiring for two positions this summer: a 1/4 time secretary who will
help with routine clerical work and a 1/2 time
database coordinator who will work with volunteers
and student interns to develop the Oregon-China
Computer Database and prepare reports and trade
updates. Requirements for the secretarial position
are: office experience, with some knowledege of

word processing. The ideal database coordinator
would have a B.A. in Chinese studies or equivalent
experience with China or excellent C ina connections in Oregon; knowledge of dBase III+ programming; be able to write and edit; have experience
working with volunteers; and be able to organize
complex projects requiring a variety of simultaneous
steps.
Many volunteers and interns will be needed to carry
out this project, particularly in two areas. The China
Information Bulletin will be a digest of news about
China from both Chinese and English language sources; we will need persons who review the news and
write summaries of the most useful information in
such fields as politics, the economy, culture, and
foreign relations. Other volunteers will collect news
and prepare articles on current Oregon-China affairs, making use of the computer database as well
as doing interviews. The Oregon-China Computer
Database will also involve interns in data entry, information checking, and original research. We ask a
time commitment of a minimum of three months
from each volunteer or intern since there will be a
necessary training period. Each volunteer position
will be structured to match the amount of time the individual can contribute. We can arrange academic
credit at various colleges and universities for those
who wish to be interns.
Office Furniture and Computer
Equipment Donations Needed
Desks, office chairs, computer stations, bookcases,
literature stands, file cabinets, work tables, storage
cabinets, and IBM-compatible computer equipment
are being sought for the new employees and volunteers joining the China Council as a result of the
Meyer Trust grant. All contributions are tax-deductible. Please contact the China Council if you have
something to donate: 725-4567.

Thank You to Our Supporters:
Volunteers and Donors
n elegant marketing brochure for the Circle China
tour to Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Singapore was
created with the donated skills of writer Kate MeCusker and graphic designer Kendra Hume. Also
helping market the tour have been [enifer Aberle,
Muriel Lezak and Willamette International Travel's
Christina Cooper and Linda Fisher.

A
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Thank you to volunteers Jenifer Aberle, Shao Ying
and Grace Chang Bayley for assisting with the series,

Islands in the Midst of Change.
Jonathan Qixiong Bian has greatly benefited the
Chinese Conversation Circle by donating many
hours of his time.
Thanks to Elizabeth Kingston's swift work, our news
clipping files are now up to date. We have extensive
topical files as well as chronological China Crisis"
files that begin with the events of spring 1989 and
track the subsequent effects.

Peters, Rose Stephenson, Jennifer Reed, Sharon
Hines, Bonnie Hobbs, Bob Chase, Heidi Lambek,
Trish Shell, Charles Liu, Ray Helterline, and Kelly
and Mark Lundquist. Appreciation also goes to St.
Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church for graciously allowing use of theirkitchen facilities, and to Al
Beetchell of the Festival Center, and Ron Pickens of
the Oregon Pavilion, and to Walt Shriver for donation of plywood.

II

Appreciation goes to Kelly Lundquist, who has
generously volunteered her time by sending; out
monthly membership renewal notices. YvonneCornell has kept the office running during times when
the staff was away and has done important data
entry work. Other office volunteers included Hong
Gao, Zhong Youping, Bruce MacGibbon, Bernice
Reed, and Anna Tanada.
The May 16 Kristof/WuDunn event was a great success, in large part because of the efforts of a few
people, most notably Stan Chen, who kept in constant contact with the Beijing journalists and also
designed, wrote, and produced the brochures, tickets, and programs for the event. Others who played
important roles were Lan Jin, who arranged for CSpan to cover the lectures; Harriet Watson of Reed
College who was responsible for the College's many
contributions to the event; and Mel Gurtov, the
moderator for the evening. Volunteers who helped
out at the event itself included Yang Lian, Ren
Jinxiang, Qiu Lu, Li Ning, Heidi Lambek, Chen
Hongqing, Lin Yuzhong, Cai Rongwei, Anna
Tanada, Liu Meiru, and Ian Brandon.
Our Dragon Boat Race Food Booth involved efforts
by many people, including Marcia Weinstein, who
took on the project and made many of the arrangements, and ita Meiser, who acted as volunteer coordinator, wit help from William (Randy) Knight.
Kevin Yang, Sarah Auker, and Ian Brandon tackled
food preparation and logistics, with help from Bernice Reed, Lin Yuzhong and family, and Marcia
Weinstein. Other key volunteers included Jeff
Sayler, who constructed the booth, Yvonne Cornell,
who create the booth's sign, and Frank Stratton.
Thanks also to volunteers who worked through rain
and shine at the booth, including Jim Meiser, Gwen
Crippen, Kathy Greey, David Funk, Ginger Rogers,
[enifer Aberle, Myrla Magness, Paul Millius, Linda
Zahl, Leslie Slocum, Deborah Martson, Bernice Reed,
Rosemary Egan, Walt Borowski, Don Dunbar, Molly

Thank you to new corporate members, Major
Donors ESCO Corporation and Intel Personal Computer Enhancement Operation and Sponsors CodeA-Phone and Accents Oriental. Schwabe,
Williamson, Wyatt, Moore, & Roberts has again
renewed its membership as a Founder, for which we
are greatly appreciative. Special thanks to Sponsors
Frank and Mildred Bauman and Matthew and Guan
Xiaomei Rouse and for contributions from Lincoln
Leung, James and Suzanne Graeser, Susan Kristof,
and Robert and Theo Jones.

Help Needed: Chinese New Year
Gourmet Dinner and Auction
he China Council will be holding our first
Chinese New Year gourmet dinner and auction
on Saturday, February 16, 1991. We hope this will become an annual event. We need the support of all the
members, their friends and contacts to assemble
items for the auction. Individuals as well as corporations should be contacted.

T

Examples of what we need include: package-trips;
antiques and art; tickets to events; and dinner for
two. Let your imagination help this needy cause.
Gifts are fully tax-deductible.
An experienced auctioneer has been retained and we
are in the final stages of site and menu selection. We
are expecting about 300 people as there will be many
activities taking place which will delight us all.
The funds raised by this event are great! y needed.
The China Council is expanding operations and has
barely been keeping abreast of operating costs.
Your early response will be appreciated. Call now!!
725-4567
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Norman Locke
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Suzhou Sister City Representative to
Join Vancouver, BC September Bus Tour
ang Ronglong of Suzhou's Foreign Affairs Office
and a visiting scholar at Portland State UniverT
sity this year will be accompanying the China Council when we tour Vancouver, BC, from September 14
to 17. The centerpiece of our visit to Vancouver will
be the Dr. Sun Yat-sen Classical Chinese Garden, in
Chinatown. Tang is highly knowledgeable about
Chinese gardens, coming from the town most
famous for gardens in China. Vancouver's garden,
like the one to be built in Portland someday, was
designed and constructed by the City of Suzhou.
Tang's presence on the tour will add to the Chinese
cultural dimension of our visit and he is an expert
tour leader, having accompanied many foreign
guests throughout China.
Mid-September should be a lovely time to visit Vancouver, since the weather will still be good and the
summer crowds will have left. The bus tour leaves
Friday morning and returns Monday evening, for a
long weekend.
Tang Ronglong will give a talk about Chinese gardens on the way to Seattle, where we will stop for
Chinese lunch and a visit to the Wing Luke Asian
Museum. We'll arrive in Vancouver in the late afternoon, staying at the newly refurbished Abbotsford
Hotel on West Pender St. The next day we visit
Vancouver's Chinatown, escorted by Joe Wai, the
Canadian Chinese architect who was the project coordinator and key design consultant on the garden
project. We will tour this first full-scale classical garden ever constructed outside of China and then take
part in a Chinese tea ceremony. We will also learn
about the history of the Chinese in Vancouver, and
hear about the enormous growth in the community
in recent years, as well as the concerns this growth
has created among both Chinese and non-Chinese
Canadians. A dim sum lunch at a nearby restaurant
precedes a walking tour of Chinatown led by a staff
member of the Garden. There will be stops at
Chinese art galleries and antique shops.
On Sunday, we will arrange optional trips for those
who wish it to the Buddhist temple in Richmond,
which is actively patronized by practicing Buddhists; to the Vancouver Art Museum; and to the
UBC Museum of Anthropology. To give you time to

sightsee on your own, we leave Vancouver after
lunch on Monday to return home by 9 PM.
The cost of the tour is $350, which includes coach
bus transportation, continental breakfast en route,
lunch and museum admission in Seattle, double occupancy room at the Abbotsford Hotel for three
nights, full day of touring with lunch in Vancouver
Chinatown, escorts, refreshments on the return trip
to Portland, and a tax-deductible contribution to the
Northwest Regional China Council.
Vancouver is a prime tourist destination and hotel
rooms are at a premium; thus, we must have full payment by August 1. A deposit of $50 will hold your
place until then.

OREGON-CHINA
RELATIONS
Kites in Diplomacy
kite competition succeed as "ping pong
Willdiplomacy"
once did to help restore friendly
relations between the people of China and
Americans? Residents of Lincoln City hope so as
they build a sister city relationship with Weifang in
Shan dong province, China. The city of Weifang justifiably claims to be the Kite Capital of the World;
Lincoln City makes similar claims, at least for North
America, and its Kite Festivals are attracting national
and international attention.
For two years, kite enthusiasts representing Lincoln
City have attended the massive gala in China and
have started negotiations for a more formal sister
city relationship. Reports brought back from
Weifang have been enthusiastic about both the warm
welcome received and for the scope of the festivities.
City officials there seem eager to build economic,
commercial and cultural relations with our kite capital. School children are exchanging letters.
The next step will occur in Lincoln City in September when four Chinese kite experts and officials will
participate in the Lincoln City Festival (September 26
to October 9) and remain for the international kite
conference in Seaside in October.
During the Oregon kite festival, kite competitions
will be held judging originality, maneuverability,
beauty, and "fighting ability." A highlight will be
cut-throat competition in the skies among entrants
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from Oregon and China in varying sizes and
categories.
Lincoln City authorities have endorsed the project,
creating a Sister City Committee under the City
Council and related to the Chamber of Commerce.
Representatives from other nations and from across
America may participate in the festivalbut the major
attraction will no doubt be the Chinese from
Weifang. Dragon kites are on their way!
Lewis M. Hoskins

The 1989 Democracy Movement in Fujian
and its Aftennath
1989 democracy movement in Fujian province
Thefollowed
a very different course from the
tragedy in Beijing: relatively detached, but perhaps
more typical of China as a whole. When Hu Yaobang
died, students at Fujian Teacher's University in Fuzhou set up a traditional funeral altar, with steamed
bread, wine, incense, and roses arranged in front of
Hu's portrait. Wreaths and posters remained in place
for a week. On May 4, several thousand students
marched 17 kilometers through a steady rain to
Party headquarters. Demonstrators, at least 90%
male, seldom chanted; the few slogans included
"Down with corruption!," "Down with Zhao
Ziyang!," "Long live freedom and democracy!," and
"Long live teachers!"
Complaints about a lack of personal or press
freedom almost never reached our ears. The hottest
topics were the low wages and bad living conditions
for teachers. Intellectuals also resent runaway internal migration which puts pressure on schools, prices,
housing, and transit. Fuzhou (official population
700,000) had 250,000 such migrants in one year.
By May 18 a sprinkling of older intellectuals and
secondary school students joined marches which
spread to Quanzhou, Zhangzhou, and even N anping
and Longyan. In Fuzhou, 1,000 students blocked the
express train to Beijing but dispersed peacefully.
Xiamen demonstrations were much like Fuzhou. A
few students held a two-day hunger strike. Leading
politicians praised demonstrators, and colleges cancelled classes. Police were calm, even vacating a
police box so the students could climb up and take
photos.
Chinese media reported far more than most foreigners realize. Sympathetic front page coverage also included detailed accounts of riots in Xian and

Chengdu, and transcripts of Li Peng's televised meeting with students, and of Tom Brokaw's interview
with Yuan Mu. VOA and BBC were broadcast over
the loudspeakers on campuses in Fuzhou and
Xiamen. Taiwan radio, which reaches Fuzhou clearly
without shortwave, relayed hours of reports from
BBC, the US networks, and its own reporters in Beijing. None of these broadcasts was jammed. We continued to receive all mail, fax, phone calls, and
visitors. After the massacre, illustrated news stories
faxed from Hong Kong remained posted around Fuzhou until June 7.
News of the Beijing massacre reached our campus
even as it began. At 1:00 a.m. on June 4, we were
awakened by voices singing the "Internationale,"
then watched thousands of students run past our
apartment, shouting and crying. But twelve hours
later, an afternoon bike tour revealed an absolutely
quiet, normal Sunday: little girls in lace dresses, popsicle sellers, old men lying on rattan couches listening to opera. No speeches, no students, no fliers nor
extra police or soldiers were visible. On June 5, students marched again, carrying banners with beautifully-drawn fists, hearts, and drops of blood, and
large tape recorders playing the funeral dirge. No
one wanted to mention Beijing.
The only visible signs of Beijing's crackdown were
posters describing the most-wanted Beijing leaders.
One member of the Academy of Social Sciences was
arrested. Efforts to find other fugitives appeared unsuccessful; several escaped to Taiwan via Xiamen. A
few students were questioned by the police, but we
heard of no arrests. One participant in the railway
sit-in was photographed shouting to the crowd with
a bull-horn, but later convinced police that he had
been urging the crowd to disperse. Four students
were refused graduate school admission for political
reasons.
By autumn, students did not seem especially
anxious. Foreign reports that all freshmen in Xiamen
went to the countryside are incorrect. Faculty toned
down some lectures. Impressive solidarity among intellectuals appeared, as when a entire work unit lied
to protect a member. Political meetings are said to be
routine, with little pressure to speak; some people
read magazines or nap. We experienced some backlash when we were expelled from Xiamen University
in September. The State Education Commission in
Beijing, formerly headed by Li Peng, did not approve Kraus as an exchange professor. It finally
relented, on condition that Kraus not speak to students.
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Although gasoline prices and black market exchange
rates dropped by half, the number of Taiwan visitors
actually increased. Younger intellectuals are bitter,
but middle-aged veterans of the Red Guard wars are
more optimistic. Some even regard Deng as a necessary leader. One complained, "Fang Lizhi sings his
song for only a handful of people-why should he
screw up cultural relations for everyone?" But intellectuals may be more united than any time since
1949 in their powerful belief that the current regime
has forfeited its legitimacy.
(Condensed from the The Australian Journal of Chinese
Affairs, January 1990.23:145-60. Both the January
and June issues are devoted to reports on the
democracy movement in the provinces, including
Xian, Shanghai, Tianjin, and Shenyang. Jonathan
Unger is editing an anthology of these reports, to be
published at the end of this years.)
Mary S. Erbaugh & Richard Curt Kraus

Zhao Yihe, Visiting Professor at Lewis
and Clark College, Dies in Portland
gentleman of great humanity, Zhao Yihe, also
known as Arnold Chao, died of a massive heart
attack on May 28. Zhao, 67, was in Portland as a visiting professor from the People's Republic of China, at
Lewis and Clark College for the Spring term.

A

A frequent traveler to the United States and especially to Portland, he will be missed by many old and
new friends. Zhao held a master's degree in Journalism from the University of Wisconsin-Madison
(1950) and a bachelor's degree in History from the
University of Nanking. He was the Executive Vice
Chairman of the Editorial Advisory Committee for
the Beijing Review, North American Edition, Senior
Editor for the English Department of the Foreign
Languages Press (1976-80), Director of English Language Broadcasts for Radio Peking (1954-71), and
editor of a number of important works published by
the Foreign Language Press, mostly on politics and
economics. One of his most important tasks was
translator and Executive Secretary for the Commission to Translate Mao Tse-tung's Works into English,
1950-1953. He wrote many articles on current events
appearing in the People's Daily in Chinese, and in
the Beijing Review and the China Daily in English.
An eloquent speaker, Zhao charmed many audiences
with his classic Chinese idioms and ability to present
historical facts with humor and a twinkle in his eye.

In addition to being a Visiting Professor at Lewis
and Clark College, he had been a Visiting Professor
of Economics at Brigham Young University and Visiting Professor of History and Economics at Illinois
State University in 1987.
A memorial service, coordinated by his students and
son, Zhao Min, was held June 1 at Agnes Flanagan
Chapel at Lewis and Clark College. Two banners of
Chinese calligraphy were symmetrically hung to border the many memorial wreaths of white chrysanthemums. Over a hundred people came to honor
Professor Zhao's memory.
Zhao Yihe is survived by his wife, Li Shuying and
daughter Zhao Su of Beijing; son, Zhao Min in
Washington, D.C. and three sisters living in China.
His family suggests remembrances be contributions
to the Zhao Yihe Memorial Fund, c/o Cypress Press,
3450 3rd Street, Unit 4-B, San Francisco, CA 94124
U.S.A.
Leslie Slocum
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Hong Kong Films from the Thirteenth
Annual Portland International Film
Festival
Reincarnation of the Golden Lotus (Hong Kong, 1989)
Dir: Clara Law; Screenplay: Lee Pik Wah

ike the gastronomic exotica of the East, Hong
Kong films can take some getting used to;
powered by fast turnover, instant cash return,
melodrama and technical audacity, one must wade
through a regular quarry of stone to find such a gem
as Peking Opera Blues or A Chinese Ghost Story. While
Reincarnation does not belong on the rock pile, it
doesn't shine, either. The film's central conceit, "the
biggest slut in Chinese history" reincarnated to the
present, seems not to transcend this simplistic idea.
Lotus' persona, and the origin of her lustful passions
is left one dimensional and obscure, which allows
the viewer to remain utterly detached.

L

The work is not without interest, however, with its
dreamlike pastiche of past and present, and its
metaphoric suggestion that the past, i.e., the excesses
of Socialist ideologues, could easily be doomed to
repeat themselves in the present, or more significantly, the 1997 near-future.
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Rouge (Hong Kong, 1987) Dir: Stanley Kwan;
Screenplay: Chiu Dai An Ping and Lee Pik Wah

tech marketing theology. The scenes of the Japanesetrained manager indoctrinating his employees in the
ways of fast food is hilarious and to the point. More
importantly, the film can be viewed as another comment-seen in Reincarnation, but more so in Rouge,
on the collision of past with present, and the foreboding uncertainty of the future.

Rouge is another story in which a woman is haunted
by her past-it even shares a screenwriter with Reincarnation. In this case, Fleur (Anita Mui) is a ghost in
Modern Hong Kong who seeks to be reunited with
her lover of a half century ago. Rouge, in every frame
of its imagery and every syllable of its dialogue,
could serve as a filmmaking lesson to Reincarnation's
less experienced director, et al. This work is rich,
complex, sensuous, haunting and rife with plural
meaning. While a tragic love story, it avoids sentimentality by depicting the object of Fleur's desire
as an ambiguous man of questionable motives.
Another thematic line takes up the sense of nostalgia
which exists for the past, and weighs the characteristics of modern life and love against the restriction and idealized romanticism of a bygone era.
While at first blush Rouge's representations of the
vapid, modern Hong Kong couple would seem to
condemn modern society, the film is too subtle and
complex for that. The ambiguous duality of past and
present leaves unsettled the question of where the
human soul best resides, as does the ending. Fleur
eventually finds her lover, but not in death. He had
inadvertently escaped their suicide pact and was still
living, old and derelict, in modern Hong Kong.

John Sinclair
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Video and Audio Tapes of China Council
Programs Available
China Council has excellent records of two
Therecent,
timely programs on China: a videotape
of the C-Span television coverage of our May 16
two-hour program, "Tiananmen: One Year Later",
and audio tapes of "China: Backward or Forward?",
a three-hour symposium given March 30 on the historical background to China's current troubles.
These are available for loan from the office and may
be borrowed for a weekend or other three-day
period. There is no charge unless you wish to borrow it for a week and have it mailed to you ($5).
Other audio tapes of past programs include: China:
7,000 Years of Discovery (a multi-part series on the history of Chinese science and technology) and a May
25, 1989 public briefing on the pro-democracy
demonstrations in Beijing.

Chicken and Duck Talk (Hong Kong, 1989) Oil': Clifton
Ko; Screenplay: Michael Hui and Clifton Ko.
Chicken and Duck Talk was an excellent choice for the
festival because it presents a refreshing departure
from one of H.K.'s most tiresome cinematic modes,
the formula comedy, and it affords a view of the
colony's version of American film conventions. It is a
comic work which owes a debt to Chaplin, Keaton
and Lucille Ball. This is ironic, since one of the
thematic concerns of the film is the modern,
capitalist assault on tradition. While the work adheres to some Hong Kong cinema proclivitiesspeed-of-light pacing and unabashed slapstick, it
also manages to develop some superb characters. Ah
Hui (Michael Hui, a director in his own right) evolves from a smug, autocratic restauranteur into a
more sensitive entrepreneurial whiz who, after finally overcoming and devouring the "villain's" competing business, ends up heroically saving his life.
Cuttlefish (Ricki Hui) is an endearingly
Chaplinesque character, a hapless man with a good
heart, besieged on all sides by the slings and arrows
of modern life.

Mail-Order Teaching Materials on China
he Oregon International Council has just published a catalogue of teaching materials on foreign
cultures and nations which are available for loan to
its members by mail or in person, at extremely low
rental fees ($7 per video tape or slide show and $1
for most print items). Membership in the Council is
reasonable, beginning with a $20 individual membership.

T

Teachers will be able to rent such video tapes as the
Peter Wang film, The Great Wall, and Small Happiness,
an interview with Chinese women in a rural village.
Several teaching units with slides, on subjects such
as Chinese art, family life in rural China, and folktales, are available. In addition, there are many curricular guides and units and resource guides, some
of them locally produced by Oregon teachers and
others distributed nationally. With these materials

The film also transcends mere goofball comedy by
satirizing Western cultural influence and its high10
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you can teach your class about Chinese New Year,
the history and current status of Chinese-Americans,
or how to make Chinese paper cuts. One unit is on
Chinese herbs and acupuncture and includes
samples of Chinese medicinal herbs and acupuncture charts. Contact the Oregon International Coun- .
cil at 999 Locust St. NE, Salem, OR 97303;
(503)378-4960.

tional Studies Program of PSU and specializes in history and economics. Contact International Studies,
725-3455 for information.

A Chinese Immersion Program for
Portland Public Schools?

A

proposal for a Chinese immersion program for
Portland Public School students in K-5 should
be ready for consideration by the school district this
August or September.

Chinese Scholar to Teach Class on
China's Reforms

This proposal needs the help of all interested parties.
The school board will need to know there is strong
community support for the plan. In addition, help is
needed to deal with questions of staffing, building
site, materials, and funding. If you can help in any of
these ways, please contact Joseph Tam, 229-6634
(work), 236-4241 (home), or leave a message.

n the fall quarter, Xie Zhenqing, a staff member of
ISocial
Sciences in China, at the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences in Beijing, will offer a special evening
course, "China's Decade of Reforms," through
Portland State University's Division of Continuing
Education. Mr. Xie is a visiting scholar in the Interna-

BOOK ORDER FORM
Check off the titles you wish to order:
China in Oregon: A Resource Directory
-$11.95, members
-$14.95, non-members
The Winking Owl: Art in the People's Republic of China
-$44, members
-$55, non-members
China Briefing 1989
-$12, members
-$14.85, non-members
Name

----------------------------------------

Address
Amount Enclosed

_

-------------------------------

To use Visa or Mastercard, provide number, expiration date, and signature:
Number -------------------------------------Expiration Date
_
Signature

_

Send form to Northwest Regional China Council, P.O. Box 751, Portland, OR 97207.
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CALENDAR
JULY
1-27

FOUR OCEANS, ONE FAMILY: CHINESE IN PORTLAND: Exhibition of photographs,
artifacts, and text. Oregon Historical Society; 10 AM-4:45 PM, Monday through Saturday;
No admission fee. Information: Dottie Harrington, 222-1741.

7/1-8/31

CHINA BETWEEN THE REVOLUTIONS: Photographs by Sidney D. Gamble, 19171927; Wing Luke Asian Museum, 407 7th Ave. S., Seattle; Tuesday-Friday, 11 AM-4:30
PM, Saturday-Sunday,
12-4 PM; $1.50 adults, .50 children & seniors. Information: 6235124.

7/5-8/9

* CHINESE CONVERSATION CIRCLE: Six weeks of Mandarin practice with native
speakers. China Council office; Thursdays, 5:30-7 PM; $40. Information:

725-4567.

7&8

SHIATSU FOR WOMEN'S HEALTH: Two-day course on shiatsu treatment for women's
health problems. East-West College, 812 SW 10th; 11 AM-5 PM; $96. Information:
Renee, 226-1137.

7/10-8/29

SUMMER CLASSES AT OCOM: Classes in qigong, Eastern nutrition, Taoism, and
Chinese cooking with Chinese herbs; open to public; Oregon College of Oriental Medicine,
11231 SE Market, 253-3443.

11

FROM MAO TO MOZART: ISAAC STERN IN CHINA: Academy Award winning
documentary of violinist Isaac Stern's 1979 visit to China. Northwest Film & Video Center,
1219 SW Park, 7:30 PM; $4.50 general. Information: 221-1156.

11

* TAIWAN BRIEFING: Islands in the Midst of Change luncheon with political and economic
update by Chen-Hsiung Lee, Deputy Director General, Coordination Council for North
American Affairs, Seattle. House of Louie, 331 NW Davis, noon-1:30 PM; $10 members,
$12 non-members. Call for registration: 725-4567.

18

* THE THREE LITTLE CHINESE DRAGONS:

20

* SOUTH CHINA'S TRADE AND INVESTMENT CLIMATE: China Business Network

HISTORICAL AND POLITICAL
DEVELOPMENTS: Islands in the Midst of Change evening lecture features Jeffrey Barlow,
professor of history, Lewis & Clark College. At Portland State University, School of Business, SW 6th & Harrison, #190; 5:30-7 PM; no admission fee. Information: 725-4567.

luncheon features Dori Jones Yang of Business Week. Chang's Yangtze, Galleria, 3rd floor,
921 SW Morrison; noon-l :30 PM; $10 members, $12 public. Reservations required: 7254567.
25

* SINGAPORE BRIEFING: Islands in the Midst of Change luncheon with political and
economic update by G. Selvadas, First Secretary of the Singapore Embassy in Washington
DC. See 7/11 entry for place, time, cost.

AUGUST
1

* THE TREASURES OF THE PALACE MUSEUM IN TAIWAN: Islands in the Midst of
Change evening lecture features Diana Tenckhoff, University of Kansas. See 7/18 for
details of time, place.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: This issue was prepared by Stan Chen, Nancy Dollahite, Mary Erbaugh,
Diane Fox, Mel Gurtov, Lewis Hoskins, Richard Kraus, Jane Larson, Liu Meiru, Norman Locke, Sarah
Moon, Leslie Slocum, Joh11Sinclair and Gaelle Snell. Computer Tools, Inc. was the desktop publisher.
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* ONE COUNTRY, TWO SYSTEMS: THE ECONOMIC VARIABLE: Robert Graham,

8

professor of management, Hong Kong Baptist College, speaks for China Business Network, 4 PM, Port of Portland, 700 NE Multnomah, 13th floor Commission Board Room; no
admission charge; reservations: call Myrla Magness, 231-5459.

SEPTEMBER
7-9

BEAVERTON GOOD NEIGHBOR'S DAY FESTIVAL AND PARADE: Festivities feature
Mayor and prominent business persons from Hsinchu, Taiwan; business luncheon/workshop also scheduled. Sponsored by the City of Beaverton and Beaverton Sister
Cities Foundation. Schiffler Park and Beaverton street parade route; 9/7, 7-11 PM; 9/8, 10
AM-11 PM; 9/9,11 AM-6 PM. Reservations for luncheon and information: 526--2499.

14-17

"" CHINA COUNCIL VANCOUVER, BC BUS TOUR: Four-day trip to Vancouver
Chinatown, Sun Yat-sen Garden, Buddhist Temple, art galleries and antique shops, Seattle
stop in International District; $350 for members; $395, non-members; price includes three
nights at Abbotsford Hotel, double occupancy; registration: 725-4567. See Tours for more.

9/27-12/6

"" INTRODUCTORY CHINESE CLASS: Ten weeks of beginning level Chinese (third session). See Special Events for more information; 725-4567.

""Program is sponsored by Northwest Regional China Council.

NORTHWEST REGIONAL CHINA COUNCIL FOUNDERS,
PATRONS, AND MAJOR DONORS
FOUNDERS
The Asia Society
Meyer Memorial Trust
Portland State University
Schwabe, Williamson, Wyatt, Moore & Roberts
Rose E. Tucker Charitable Trust
PATRONS
First Interstate Bank of Oregon
KPMG Peat Marwick
Nike, Inc.
Pacific Telecom
Port of Portland
Security Pacific Bank Oregon
U.S. National Bank of Oregon
Ernst & Young
MAJOR DONORS
Arthur Andersen & Co.
Atiyeh International
Blackwell North America
Bohemia Inc.
Bulliuani, Houser, Bailey, Pendergrass & Hoffman
Cascade Corporation
Cascade Shipping Company
ESCO Corporation
Folkways Travel

Intel Personal Computer Enhancement Operation
International Seeds, Inc.
Dennis Johnson
Key Bank of Oregon
Lindsay, Hart, Neil & Weigler
Patrick Maveety
Niedermeyer Martin Co.
Northwest Natural Gas Co:
Northwest Regional Education Laboratory
Oregon Economic Development Department
Oregon Graduate Institute of Science and Technology
Oregon State System of Higher Education
Pacific Development, Inc.
Perkins Coie
Portland Community College
Powell's Books
Ragen, Tremaine, Kreiger, Schmeer & Neill
Reed College
Spears, Lubersky, Bledsoe, Anderson, Young & Hilliard
Sprouse-Reitz Co.
Standard Insurance Co.
Steel, Rives, Boley, Jones & Gray
Tektronix-Asia/Paci]ic

Westwood Timber Corporation
Willamette University
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
Northwest Regional China Council Members receive invitations to China Council events, a subscription to the quarterly newsletter, and discounts on
admission fees and books.
Name
_
I would like to volunteer to help the China Council with:
Address

_

City/State/Zip
Home Phone

Work Phone

Occupation
Special Interest in China

__Assisting

at events

_

__Publicity

_

__Hosting/Escorting

_

__Office

_

speakers/Chinese

students and visitors

work

__Fundraising
_____ Recruiting members
Research

Membership Category - Please check the category you wish:
Individual

--$25

Major Donor

--$200-$500

Family

--$35

Patron

--$500-$1000

Full-Time Student

--$10

Founder

--$1000+

Sponsor

--$100-$200

I also wish to make an additional contribution of $
to assist the Northwest Regional China Council with its work. Please detach and return
with a check payable to the Northwest Regional China Council. To use Mastercard or Visa, complete the following information:

Expiration date

Card No.

Signature

THE NORTHWEST
REGIONAL
COUNCIL is formed to deepen public understanding
of China's history, culture, and contemporary affairs (in the People's Republic, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and among Chinese-Americans).
Our events are held all over Oregon
and include exhibitions,
lectures, conferences,
tours, and business seminars. The Northwest
China Council is an independent
non-profit

corporation

and one of twelve regional

China councils

in the U.S. affiliated

with The Asia Society.
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