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CHINA IN OREGONISSUES FORUM

The Northwest China Council's first Issues Forum

held on July 14 addressed three subjects: Taiwan

and Hong Kong investment in Oregon, restoration

and development of Portland's Chinatown, and a

Chinese classical garden in Portland. Given the

China Council's recent focus on the crisis in China,

the Issues Forum was a welcome opportunity to ex

amine positive developments in Chinese culture,

society and business here in Oregon.

Co-sponsored by the three Chinese sister city groups

in Oregon, the Forum was moderated by Jack Faust

and included expert panels and audience discussion.

Taiwan and Hong Kong Investment in Oregon

Oregon is the only West Coast state relatively un

touched by Chinese investment, according to Elaine

Tan of Security Pacific Bank, and such investment is

especially appealing now because of a new interest

in quality of life by those Chinese living in crowded

Taiwan, Hong Kong, or Los Angeles. She said that

one third of Taiwanese professionals would like to

live in the U.S. and that Oregon should inventory

what it has of interest to Taiwan investors, both in

terms of business and real estate. David Chen of

Beaverton Sister Cities Foundation pointed out that

sister city associations are playing matchmaking

roles for investment and business deals and that

Taiwan is particularly interested in high technology

joint ventures abroad. Charles Conrow of Goodman

Financial Services has worked with several Hong

Kong real estate investors and finds that the success

of the business relationship depends on developing

close rapport over a long period of time and re

quires a clear business plan. Key questions are:

what kinds of investments are most constructive to

Oregon? Will new investments preserve the natural

environment, create jobs, and encourage economic

development? How do we attract that kind of invest

ment from Taiwan and Hong Kong?

Restoration and Development of Chinatown

As the first Chinatown property owner who com

mitted himself to the area by building a $1 million

project in 1978, Albert Wong, of Tuck Lung Res

taurant and Grocery, was concerned that while there

has been restoration of restaurants in Chinatown, no

new Asian businesses have been established in

recent years, in spite of the low cost of retail space

there. He identified drug dealing and the homeless

as major obstacles to growth.

Gene Chin of the Chinatown Development Commit

tee said that Hong Kong and Taiwanese investors are

welcomed to Chinatown. Hong Kong investors,

however, seek quick returns and Chin advised that

Chinatown will need investors with a longer term

perspective. Chin also noted that there is a concerted

effort to attract national Chinese organizations to use

Portland for meetings, with the Hop Sing Tong and

Chinese American Citizens Alliance both holding

conventions in Chinatown this year.

The City is planning the development of the North

Downtown, extending the transit mall beyond

Burnside and is applying for National Historic

l
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Preservation District status for Chinatown, accord

ing to Judith Rees of the Portland Development Com

mission.

Finally, Vern Ryles of the Portland Chamber of Com

merce and the Funder's Advisory Committee for the

Homeless is working to decentralize and re-locate

social services for the homeless, so that Chinatown

and Old Town will have fewer shelters and less of a

street population.

A Classical Chinese Garden in Portland

Kathleen Johnson-Kuhn of City Commissioner Mike

Lindberg's office has been working with a task force

to prepare a preliminary feasibility study on a Su-

zhou-style garden for Portland. Among the task

force's recommendations are: The garden should be

an authentic example of the walled Suzhou residen

tial style and include such elements as pavilions,

rocks, bridges, classical furniture, and corridors.

However, to make the project self-supporting and of

greater value to the community, contemporary ele

ments must be added, such as meeting rooms, a tea

room, penjing (or bonsai) shop, and gift shop.

The recommended location was North Downtown,

preferably as close to the center of the current

Chinatown as possible (the Goldsmith Block) be

cause of the proximity to numerous Chinese res

taurants and the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent

Association building. It was hoped that the garden

would be a major impetus to further redevelopment

of Chinatown and would attract interest from Hong

Kong and Taiwan investors.

Eng Lock Khoo, President of the Portland-Kao-

hsiung Sister City Association, stated that the

Chinese community supported the idea of a garden

in Chinatown and hoped that all the Chinese sister

cities would cooperate in developing the garden.

Roger Yost, architect with Yost Grube Hall, felt that

the garden would thrust Oregon to prominence as
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an East-West bridge in the Pacific Rim. With the

projected cost of the garden to be between $4 million

and $6 million, and land costs in addition, a strong

community effort will be needed to make the dream

a reality.

The Issues Forum Committee, in conjunction with

other sponsoring organizations, intends to present

additional Forums, some providing a narrower focus

on each of the issues discussed July 14. Contact the

China Council if you are interested in helping plan

these programs.

Roger Luedtke and Jane Larson

SPECIAL EVENTS

Tour ofAsian Collection

University of Oregon Museum of Art

Saturday, August 26

8:45 AM—5 PM

Full Bus tour from Portland: $30; ($35, non-mem
bers)

Eugene portion only: $15; ($20, non-members)

Ann Wetherell, Instructor of Art History at Pacific

University who earned her M.A. in Asian Art

History at the University of Oregon, will lead a tour

of the rarely seen Asian Collection at the UO

Museum of Art. Known especially for its large col

lection of Qing dynasty costumes, the Museum is dis

playing Manchu summer robes and jackets, Korean

daily wear, Japanese lacquer, a sedan chair, Samurai

armor and many other objects. The Museum of Art

allows a pan-Asian experience and an opportunity

to learn more about Chinese and Japanese sym

bolism, the artistry of calligraphy, and the women of

Asia, all of which are featured in exhibits.

Participants will either begin the tour in Portland

(meeting the bus in front of Smith Center, Portland

State University, at 8:45 AM), or join the tour in

Eugene at 11 AM at the UO Art Museum. Following

the museum visit, the group will have lunch at

Ocean Sky Restaurant and hear a talk on current

events in China.

For more information, call the China Council at 464-

4567.
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China Crisis Public Briefings

Wednesday, August 16 and September 13

7—9 PM

Portland State University

School of Business, 631SW Harrison, auditorium

Donations requested to cover costs

Zheng Wanzhen, Consul General of the People's

Republic of China stationed in San Francisco, will

present the PRC government position on the pro-

democracy movement and subsequent crackdown

by Deng Xiaoping at the August 16 briefing.

On September 13, Mel Gurtov, director of Interna

tional Studies at PSU who recently returned from

Beijing where he did research on China's military

reforms at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,

will report on the political and intellectual climate in

China. These briefings include a news update on the

China crisis prepared by Lan Jin and Urn Flanagan.

The Ancient Healing Arts of China

Sunday, September 24

930AM—530PM

Portland State University, Smith Center Ballroom,
1825 SW Broadway

$15 (Includes lunch)

The Northwest China Council and the Oregon Col

lege of Oriental Medicine (OCOM) will present this

unique all-day symposium, which will include il

lustrated lectures as well as an Oriental medical

clinic where participants can experience massage,

acupuncture, and moxibustion first-hand. Lectures

will address multiple aspects of traditional Chinese

medicine, including its roots and how it is practiced

in China today. The scientific basis of acupuncture,

nutrition, and herbology, as well as the treatment of

sports injuries, pain, allergies, chemical dependency,

and more, will be discussed. Qigong and taiji lecture-

demonstrations with audience participation will pro

vide direct experience with two forms of body

energy. The catered lunch will be a scrumptious,

well-balanced meal based on Oriental medical

dietary theories.

Oriental medicine is a gentle, effective approach to

health and healing whose roots go back over 3,000

years. This system of energetic medicine seeks to

balance the passive and active forces of yin and yang

within an individual. Oriental medicine utilizes a

variety of treatment modalities, including acupunc

ture, herbal medicine, diet and exercise, massage,

meditation and counseling.

Chinese Conversation Circles

For several years the Northwest Regional China

Council has offered weekly conversation circles,

meeting at 5:30 PM on Thursdays in the China Coun

cil office. Circle leaders are native speakers, usually

students, from the People's Republic, Taiwan, and

Hong Kong.

We usually have at least three circles: one for those

with at least six months of Chinese language study;

one for those with two years of study or who have

learned Chinese by living in China or Taiwan; one

for those with three or more years of study. These

groupings are informal and participant-selected. A

participant who finds one group too hard or too easy

is welcome to try another.

Because people have studied Chinese with a variety

of materials and for many different reasons, we have

used a variety of printed materials to give everyone

a common vocabulary. Some of these have been lists

of vocabulary relevant to a particular topic; some,

stories or articles with vocabulary and translitera

tions or translations. We are constantly experiment

ing to get useful materials—one instructor adapted

an older play to today's circumstances; we invented

a game for the first meeting of one session, and have

shown video tapes of mainland movies.

Topics in previous meetings have included health,

travel, politics, economics, the weather, Chinese

philosophy, using the phone and post office, food

and shopping. This summer we discussed current

events with a Chinese focus including the

demonstrations and political upheaval in China as

well as the Dragon Boat Races at the Rose Festival.

The fall session will run from Sept 7-Oct 12 and

winter from Nov. 1-Dec. 14 (with Thanksgiving Day

off, of course). The cost for the six week session (9

hours of "class" time) is $40 for China Council mem

bers and $45 for non-members. More information is

available from Martia Weinstein 239-4367.

Marcia Weinstein
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CHINA COUNCIL NEWS
time positions are still being sought by students and

graduates.

Editorial Polio/

Recent events in China have been of such enor

mity and confusing complexity that any inter

pretation is risky and prone to our limited

perspectives. As such it is necessary to state that the

articles in the Quarterly express the opinions only of

the writers, unless written by a member of the board

or staff. Specifically, it should be noted that the

China Council board has no policy of support for

any legislation in Congress that affects China or

Chinese students. The board has met several times

to debate the China Council role in this crisis and has

determined that it keep to non-political activities.

For example, while the Chinese Student Assistance

Committee, of which the China Council is a found

ing organization, is helping PRC students with per

sonal needs, such as emergency medical care, it has

made a policy of not supporting student political

projects, such as sending FAXes to China.

Further support was expressed when, on July 5, a

press conference with Les AuCoin highlighted con

gressional and community action underway to

liberalize US visa and residency requirements for

visiting PRC scholars and students. Chinese stu

dents from OSU spoke along with representatives

from Chinese American Citizens Alliance, Chinese

Chamber of Commerce, and the Chinese Student As

sistance Committee(CSAC).

Appreciation for support and contributions is ex

tended to St. Luke's Parish, Portland-Kaohsiung

Sister City Association, Chinese American Citizens

Alliance, Chinese Chamber of Commerce, Eva Carr,

Wilma Crayne, Doreen Heater, Marcia Weinstein,

Marvin and Muriel Goldman, Jeanette DeCarrico,

P.W. and Louise Thompson, R.G Chapman, Jim and

Sue Graeser, Bonnie Thomson, Marcia M. Harris-

Coppola, Import Packaging, Jane Williams, and

Elizabeth Ducey.

Yvonne Cornell

The China Council Quarterly welcomes all sorts of

opinions and the articles printed are meant to stimu

late discussion. If you wish to respond to articles in

this or a previous Quarterly, or present a different

viewpoint, please send your article or letter no less

than one month prior to publication of the upcoming

issue (for the October—December issue, send by Sep

tember 1).

Jane Larson

Oregonians Support

Chinese Students

^Noncerned individuals, civic groups and chur-

V^ches contributed over $2700 this summer to the

Chinese Student Emergency Fund, through the PSU

Foundation. Chinese students throughout Oregon

are eligible for assistance and details are available at

local college International Student offices. Employ

ment and housing information and other needs are

being referred to the CSAC, in care of the Northwest

Regional China Council. Both part-time and full-

New Chinese Alliances

Formed to Promote Democracy

"This July, about 500 Chinese students and scholars

I gathered in Chicago for the First Congress of
Chinese students in the U.S., with four in attendance

from Oregon. Information for this article is from the

Chinese Students and Scholars Association at

Oregon State University which sent two repre

sentatives.

Attending the Congress were six Chinese dissident

leaders, including Yan Jiaqi, political scientist and

former advisor to Zhao Ziyang (Yan is known to

Oregonians from his visit in February to take part in

PSU's conference on the transformation of socialism

in the USSR and China), and Wuer Kaixi, president

of the Beijing Students Independent Union. A

worldwide organization, Front for [a] Democratic

China, to be based in France, has been formed to

unite the various Chinese democratic groups. The

membership includes students in the PRC, intellec

tuals, businessmen, former government and party of

ficials in exile, overseas Chinese, and Chinese
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students and scholars studying abroad. Yan said

that the Front would be an independent political

force to promote democracy, with human rights as

the starting point pursuing the "politics of

democracy/ not the politics of revolution."

Yan outlined his four-stage vision for the future of

China:

1) The June 4 massacre aroused such deep hatred for

the Li Peng regime that it may last only two or three

years. Deng is playing a political balancing game by

picking Jiang Zemin as new Party chief which must

be causing conflict within the Party. The internation

al condemnation of the Beijing massacre and the pro-

democracy activities of the overseas Chinese

students will influence the course of democratization

in China.

2) After the downfall of the Li regime and the emer

gence of new leadership, there will be an anti-Mao

and/or anti-Deng period, during which the 1989

democratic movement and many of its activists will

be re-appraised as legitimate and patriotic.

3) Following the second stage, a period of political

pluralism will emerge. Reflections on the June 4

massacre and re-thinking of the issues raised in the

1989 democratic movement will begin. People will

repeat their demands for press freedom, revision of

the Chinese Constitution, and legal confirmation of

private property.

4) The fourth stage will be a real united China.

China will establish a federation, with people voting

to elect their representatives. Mainland China, Hong

Kong, and Taiwan will be united in this federation.

Yan encouraged overseas Chinese students to not

cooperate with the U government, to stay abroad

temporarily and learn how to practice democracy,

and return to China at the appropriate time to serve

as the backbone of Chinese democratization.

Wan Rennan, president and general manager of the

Stone Corporation (a highly successful private com

puter company in Beijing), asserted that the 1989 stu

dent movement was the inevitable consequence of

economic reform and progress in China. Those who

supported the students most actively worked in the

private sector. The failure of the movement was par

tially due to the shortage of middle class people who

have economic means independent of the govern
ment.

Out of the Congress was formed an All-America

Chinese Student Union and the passage of a number

of proposals, including to publish a weekly

newspaper, Press Freedom Herald; to sponsor a June

4th Massacre Memorial Day and an October First

Resistance Day of Sorrow; to set up guidelines for

relationship between the Union and the present

government of China and its embassies; to establish

communications and cooperation with the opposi

tion parties of Eastern Europe; and to set up a Foun

dation for Education on Chinese Freedom and

Democracy.

Contact with the Union and the Front can be made

through the OSU Chinese Students and Scholars As

sociation, by calling the president, Zhou Guangwen,

753-4098. The CSSA@OSU is also seeking $800 to

cover the costs of airfare to Chicago for its two

delegates,—tax-deductible contributions can be

made to the Peace and Justice "Gofers" China Educa

tional Fund, OSU, Student Activity Center, Corvallis,

OR 97331.

Jane Larson

A China Scholar Reflects On

The Tiananmen Incident

11 seems to me that there are many lessons in the

I Tiananmen incident of June 4 for our local com
munity of China watchers and for the Northwest

China Council. China has always presented to

Americans a series of dramatic discontinuities in its

development. Many ofus have been through the
"Loss of China" and McCarthyism, the Great Leap

Forward, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

(later known as the Ten Years of Great Chaos), the

Era of Reform, headed by Deng Xiaoping, Time

Magazine's Man of the Year, and now the so-called

Tiananmen Massacre, also led by Deng Xiaoping.

Some of these discontinuities were present in

Chinese society, but I think more of them stem from

the manner in which Americans persist in trying to

view China not in its own terms, but in terms more

familiar to us.

China is so ancient, and so alien, that those of us in

the field of Chinese studies are most usually isolated
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in our little academic niches, and we tend to shy

away from either the ignorance, or the subjective

analysis of those who haven't studied the culture or

the language of China. When there is a public inter

est which brings outsiders to us in a properly respect

ful attitude, we are sometimes guilty of

oversimplification.

I think we have done that over the last ten years.

Americans have wished to view China since Mao's

death as a sodety absolutely dominated by a simple

notion, "reform." Professional Asianists have

known better, but if we have not always celebrated

Deng as a "Capitalist," neither have we forthrightly

discussed the many shortcomings of the reform pro

gram, or of Deng's leadership. Now Americans are

reaping the usual fruit of a simplistic analysis,

another period of confusion which emphasizes the

newsworthy discontinuities in Chinese sodety rather

than the more complex continuities.

The press is again engaged in a vague groping for a

new simplistic analysis to replace the last, one which

will apparently be built upon the use of key terms

like "democracy" and "liberty," however irrelevant

these may be to the Chinese context, however mis

leading in an attempt to analyze the recent past and

understand the immediate future.

Among many constants in Chinese history over the

last several hundred years have been great poverty,

relative under-development in economic terms, and,

perhaps not coinddentally, authoritarian govern

ment. Many Chinese have been frustrated and out

raged by these conditions, and periodically great

attempts at reform have swept the country. One of

these attempts was the Communist revolution itself,

and the students in Tiananmen in April, May, and

June had originally gathered to mark another

reform, the May Fourth Movement. May 4,1919,

marked both mass protests against foreign encroach

ments, and a generalized demand for more rapid

political and economic development. Its twin

slogans were "Sdence" and "Democracy." But to see

Chinese history during the seventy years since 1919

as merely an attempt to realize those two catchwords

would be a vast oversimplification.

Consequently, our current analysis of the Tiananmen

inddent is an oversimplification; among other

shortcomings it sees the event as the frustration of

reform rather than in no small part a result of it The

popular analysis neglects the degree to which many

Chinese people have grown unhappy with the un

even pace of reform. Inflation, in some estimates as
high as 40%, has hit educators and urbanites par

ticularly hard. Millions of unemployed youth

crowd the dties, and they seem to be a high propor

tion of those who have recently been executed. Al

though the root causes of the Tiananmen were

economic, these causes are doaked by the fact that

the students put forward an idealistic demand for

democracy, a term which I believe to be a code

word, as it was in 1919, expressing all of the pent-up

frustrations affecting Chinese. The term is a cry for

sweeping changes, based not on any concrete under

standing of democracy per se, but upon an aware

ness of the vast differences between China and the
West.

Americans rarely acknowledge the shortcomings of

reform in China and when they do, insist in a vague

way that more democracy or less centralized control

would somehow facilitate economic progress. This

argument turns the relationship between economics

and politics upon its head, suddenly insisting that

economic progress grows out of democracy. As

numerous examples have demonstrated, the op

posite is more nearly true. We also wishfully assume

that any sodety can undergo extremely rapid change

without consequences, (despite the recent tragic ex

ample of Iran). At bottom we are still assuming that

the Chinese should and can be just like us; that, in

the words of a 19th century American missionary ex

pansionist, slightly altered for today's context, "With

proper market-oriented political ones, Shanghai can

be lifted up, ever up, until it is just like Portland,

Oregon."

Jeffrey Barlow

Jeffrey Barlow is a professor of Chinese history at

Lewis & Clark College and spent 1988-89 in Taiwan.

CHINA PROFILE

Nanqj Dollahite

A s the disturbing events unfolded in China's

A\nananmen Square, the Northwest China Coun
cil was extremely fortunate to receive the assistance
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of Nancy Dollahite, whose guest editorship of the

Council's Quarterly special issue (July—August)

made the newsletter both timely and insightful.

When Nancy was a child attending a one-room

schoolhouse in New Hampshire, she spent lonely

hours poring over an old geography book. She can

still remember the smell of that musty tome, and she

remembers, especially, the pictures of China. It is

this experience, and perhaps that of being an army

brat whose father moved her seventeen times, that

engendered in her the wanderlust which would

someday bring Nancy to China.

Ms. Dollahite earned a degree in Anthropology from

Pomona College in 1964 and a master's in librarian-

ship from the University of Denver in 1978; in the

meantime, she studied the Chinese language,

worked as a librarian and raised six children.

In 1983, Nancy combined her interests and expertise

to write a textbook for Chinese students, co-

authored by Gao Ai Qun; the work entitled "Why

Americans Act That Way," presents situational

dialogues with English translations and explains the

idioms, cultural attitudes and social practices of

Americans. In 1984 Ms. Gao invited Nancy to teach

at the Sichuan Institute of Foreign Languages in

Chongqing, using the text they had created, and for

the next three years she fulfilled her dream of living,

working and studying in China.

Currently, when Nancy is not being a mother, giving

talks concerning her study of rural Chinese villages,

teaching ESL at Portland Community College, or

working with the China Council, she is completing

her next book, "Looking Beyond." This work ex

amines twenty stories of shared experience by

Chinese and Americans, comparing and contrasting

their perspectives of those experiences. The next ad

venture, starting in September, will be at the School

for International Training in Vermont, where she ex

pects to acquire her master's degree in ESL. With

such a wealth of experience and energy, it is no

wonder that the China Council looks forward to

Nancy Dollahite's continued involvement and sup
port.

John Sinclair

CHINA RESOURCES

Shortwave Radio Programs from China

Shortwave radio owners can follow the Chinese

version of current events by tuning in to Radio

Beijing's English language service three times a day.

Bruce MacGibbon, shortwave radio expert who has

been following Chinese broadcasts for years, has

given us this schedule (frequencies follow times):

6—8 AM, 11855; 8 PM, 9690 (also on 11715,15130,

17855); 9 PM, 11685,11840. Radio Beijing's Man

darin service precedes English service by one hour,

with the best reception on 11685 at 8 PM.

Finally, China Peoples Broadcasting System Program

1 (also broadcast within China) can be heard here in

the morning on 7504 until 9:30 AM; 7516 until 9:30

AM; and 11330 until 930 AM. Program 2 can be

found on 11505 after 2 PM and at night; 7770 in the

morning until 8 AM; 15030 at night.

Bruce is eager to have Chinese speakers translate

tapes he makes from Chinese language broadcasts—

call him at 667-0833 if you are interested.

BOOKS IN THE NEWS

CHINA THROUGHMYWINDOW, by
Naomi Woronov, M.E. Sharpe, 263 pp.

Who wrote this book? It appears to have been

written by Naomi Woronov from New York.

But I kept getting the eerie feeling that I had written

it or, at least, that it was written about me.

The similarities between our experiences should not

be surprising. We are both Jewish college professors,
of similar age, who first visited China during the

Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, were active in

US-China Peoples Friendship Association, taught

English in Chinese universities in the early 80's,

lived on campus (rather than in hotels), learned

Chinese language and customs by trial and error,

and found both great frustration and tremendous
satisfaction in our work and would not trade the ex

perience for anything.

Differences? Of course! She taught in the South

(Zhejiang University in Hangzhou) and I in the

North (Inner Mongolia Teachers University in Huh-

China Council Quarterly



hot), men and women are treated differently in sexist

China, she taught scientists and I taught teachers,

and her lover did not visit her and mine did.

There are, naturally, many other similarities and dif

ferences in our experiences, but because of her per-

ceptiveness and accuracy, I can testify as to the value

of this work. It is a must for anyone planing to live

and work in China or even go for a short visit.

In addition, it should be required reading for anyone

planning to teach in China. For example, she ex

plores at length the difficulty of trying to teach stu

dents who have invested a lifetime mastering a

different way of learning and thinking than what we

know in the West. It is a wonder that we foreign

teachers have any success at all.

Some of what Woronov explores is directly relevant

to today's problems in China. For example, she

rightly feels the need to change names and locations,

"to protect people from those petty bureaucrats who

remain hostile to Chinese-Western contact." She

also explores the problems faced by most Chinese

people in dealing with cadres who, "are corrupt and

use their positions for privilege and power...all their

lives they have taken orders from those above and

given orders to those below. They don't know how

to function any differently."

The book includes mediocre photography that could

have been omitted and a bit too much anguish about

her love life (or lack of it). But Woronov's attention

to detail, sense of humor, and honesty make China

Through My Window a fine addition to the literature

about contemporary China.

Steve Kosokoff

CHINA TOURS

AMoveable Feast

/"Nombine generous amounts of wondrously dif-

v/ferent and delectable foods, mix with friendly

people and intriguing sights, spice with a few unex

pected adventures and you have the recipe for A

Culinary Tour of China offered last November by the

Northwest China Council in conjunction with

Folkways Travel. Led by Tina Chang, Chinese lan

guage instructor at Lewis and Clark College, our

group of eleven toured various provinces seeking

out different cuisines.

We walked through farms and markets marveling at

fresh produce. At culinary schools we observed clas

ses learning the skills of food preparation. In

kitchens we were able to watch the cooking of the
meals we then ate.

In Fuzhou, capital of Oregon's sister province Fujian,

we settled into a luxurious hotel overlooking a lake.

We had made a decision to dine exclusively on local

foods. The most foreign meal to us was breakfast

Built around congee, a rice gruel to which is added

foods such as pork powder, pickle, salty eggs, and

nuts, breakfasts included other delicious items such

as onion pancakes, fried bread, humbow and fruit.

The local TV station filmed our visit to the culinary

school. That evening it was aired, and the next day

when we returned to the restaurant where we ate

our noon meal, the cook greeted us warmly and told

us he had prepared a feast befitting our newly

elevated status.

In Shanghai we stayed in the guest house that Queen

Elizabeth had occupied and we had dinner at the

famous Peace Hotel on the waterfront where people

gather to visit with foreigners. Here we sat among

diners from all nations.

A short train ride took us to Suzhou, Portland's sister

city. Because of its numerous old canals, Suzhou is

called the Venice of China. In the early morning we

walked along the charming sycamore-lined streets

watching people purchase cooked noodles, meat

dumplings, mandarin oranges, and glass-bottled

milk from street stalls.

It was here we learned what is meant by a "Chinese

garden". In the past, wealthy Chinese built large

compounds for their wives, concubines, and ser

vants. The tiny courtyards between buildings were

cleverly landscaped, often with a window which

would frame a flowering tree or a pond. These gar

dens are now art galleries or museums.

We flew from Suzhou into the cold but delightful

city of Qingdao, home of Tsingtao beer and

European architecture. Then we traveled by van

through the countryside to the even colder Yantai.

Here we watched a restaurant staff prepare for a

wedding banquet. We were fortunate to see the ar

rival of the red-gowned bride and her wedding

party amid the popping of long strings of firecrack

ers.

8
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The spirit of adventure entered when our flight out

of Yantai was cancelled. After an anxious twenty-

four hours, our local guide was able to obtain soft

beds for us on the overnight train to Beijing. Despite

the below freezing weather and an unheated train

we managed to snuggle into our heavy comforters

and sleep warmly.

In Beijing's culinary school we enjoyed watching the

first day efforts of students attempting to make

dragon whisker noodles, many of which landed on

the floor. We traded cookbooks with the school's

director and then were served a marvelous banquet.

Another day we had Mongolian hot pot and then

were able to follow the procedures for preparing

Peking duck from the hanging, saucing, oven-roast

ing and then the feasting.

Our last stop was in Chengdu, the home of Sichuan

food. Our first meal was composed of the hottest

food any of us had ever eaten. We were sure the

food was delicious but our scorched taste buds

weren't able to tell us.

Flying out of Chengdu for Hong Kong we realized

we had just shared in a once-in-a-lifetime ex

perience. It was truly a moveable feast of the tastes,

sights, and sounds of China.

Joan Cummins

SOFTWARE REVIEW

Chinese Word Processing With TianMa

TuinMa II, as described in this review, is not

cheap—it sells for $695. It comes with a plug-in

ROM card that fits any IBM PC, XT, AT, or com

patible computer. TianMa supports both dot matrix

and laser printers.

TianMa is a complete word processor and can be

used for English as well as Chinese. It comes with

an excellent package of documentation, but for

anyone with experience working with word proces

sors, the operation is quite intuitive. Without even

opening the manual I was able to start writing in

Chinese. There is online help for most of the func

tions provided, and access to most of the advanced

functions is through the function keys, very similar

to Word Perfect.

Entering characters is quite simple—just type in the

pinyin and the program automatically converts to

characters. It is a wonderful concept, but one that is

not without flaws. Often the program does not

select the correct characters, and you have to go back

and change them. Fortunately, making the correc

tions is not difficult, though it can be quite aggravat

ing at times. Particularly exasperating to me was the

Chinese particle ba, which always comes at the end

of the sentence. Each time I would type it in at the

end of a sentence, the program would convert it to

the character for the number eight, a homonym. Ac

cording to the documentation, TianMa will learn if

you correct the same mistake three times. This fea

ture did work for some cases, but not for this par

ticular character. Though it is possible to go in and

change the hierarchy by which TianMa selects a char

acter, I may have had trouble when I really did want

the character for the number eight.

One feature that I really liked is that it allows a type

of macro. If, for example, you are writing a paper

about the United Nations, each time you come to

that phrase you would normally type in lianheguo,

and the program would convert it into characters for

you. But TianMa will also let you define anything

you want to take its place. So you can tell TianMa to

put in the characters for lianheguo anytime you type

the letters "UN", or simpler yet "un".

TianMa's dictionary of characters is quite large, and

you won't often run into characters that it doesn't

have. If you do, TianMa has a feature that lets you

add characters, although I found it to be somewhat

cumbersome. The results, however, were remarkab

ly good.

TianMa works with either regular Chinese charac

ters, or the new simplified characters. To switch

back and forth is very easy, requiring you to press

only two keys. This automatically converts the en

tire document, making it possible to write a paper

using regular characters to send to a friend in Hong

Kong or Taiwan, and then press two keys to make a

copy for a friend on the mainland. However, I could

find no way to include both forms of characters in

the same document This could be a serious prob

lem for someone who is trying to write materials for
teaching Chinese, a dictionary or similar text.

TianMa is quite versatile, and includes many features

that I didn't have time to try out or discuss in this ar

ticle. It includes a pinyin tutorial on disk for anyone

that needs help in that respect. It also interfaces with
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Chinese dBase and CCD05, which adds to its

capabilities.

In general TianMa's strong points for outweigh its

weaknesses. It is faster and more intuitive to use

than any other software for Chinese that I have ever

used. It is feature rich, and still quite easy to learn—

a rare blend. Most impressive, however, were the

many ways in which it can be tailored to meet your

specific needs. You can build your own shortcuts,

and fine tune it to act the way you think a Chinese

word processor should act. Does anyone out there

have $6951 can borrow?

TianMa can be purchased from Mike Hoffman (283-

4603) or Jim Newcomer (241-3306).

Bob Stephenson

NORTHWEST REGIONAL CHINA COUNCIL FOUNDERS,
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The Asia Society

Elizabeth C. Ducey

Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt
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PATRONS

Lillian Baumann Fund of the Oregon Community Foun
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Peat Marwick Main

Port of Portland

Ted L. Rausch Co. of Oregon

Security Pacific Bank Oregon

U.S. National Bank of Oregon

Arthur Young & Company
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Arthur Andersen & Co.

Blackwell North America

Bullivant, Houser, Bailey, Pendergrass & Hoffman

Cascade Corporation

Cascade Shipping Company

CH2M Hill International

ESI, Inc.

Folkways Travel

International Seeds, Inc.

Key Bank of Oregon

Lindsay, Hart, Neil & Weigler

Patrick Maveety

Niedermeyer Martin Co.
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Oregon Economic Development Department

Oregon State System ofHigher Education

Pacific Development, Inc.

Pacific Trading Co.

Portland Community College

Powell's Books
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CALENDAR

AUGUST

15

16

19

20—25

CHINAAND AMERICA: IMAGES AND THEIR MAKERS IN THE 20TH CENTURY:

American Historical Association, Pacific Coast Branch Annual Conference includes a panel

discussion chaired by Reed College's Bryna Goodman on Pearl Buck and Theodore White.

11 AM—12:30 PM at the Portland Hilton Hotel, Directors Suite. Information: Bryna Good

man, 771-1112x422.

CHINA CRISIS BRIEFING: Chinese Consul General gives PRC government perspective

on current situation in China; 7 PM; PSU, Business School Auditorium, 631SW Harrison.

Donation requested. Information: 464-4567.

GENTLE HARMONY: 10:00 AM—5:00 PM in Eugene. A day of Oriental philosophy,

qigong, taiji, acupressure; sponsored by the East West College of Healing Arts. Information,

226-1137 or l-(800)635-9141.

"TAI CHI IN PARADISE": Tai Chi retreat of The Pacific School of Tai Chi (of La Jolla,

CA), with Chris Luth, at Breitenbush Hot Springs. $495 includes lodging, meals, use of

retreat facilities. Register by 7/29. Information: (619) 259-1396; or P.O. Box 8254, La Jolla,

CA 92038.

SEPTEMBER

9/7—10/12

11

13

15—16

17

24

* CHINESE CONVERSATION CIRCLE: Six weeks of practicing Mandarin; Thursdays,

5:30—7 PM, China Council office; $40. Information: 464-4567.

• CHINAAND THE FUTURE OF INDOCHINA: Lecture in Portland co-sponsored by

Northwest China Council and The Asia Society. Information: 464-4567.

* CHINA CRISIS BRIEFING: Political scientist Mel Gurtov discusses the current situation

in China based on his August visit to Beijing; 7 PM; PSU, Business School Auditorium, 631

SW Harrison. Donation requested. Information: 464-4567.

KAM WAH CHUNG DAYS: Celebration of Chinese pioneers of Eastern Oregon; rickshaw

races, parade, Chinese performers; in John Day; for information, call Grant County Cham

ber of Commerce, 575-0547.

CELEBRATION OFASIAN KITES: Annual kite festival includes fighting kites competi

tion and opportunity to learn how to make Asian kites. Bring kites, or come and observe.

1—4 PM; Amazon Community Center, 2700 Hilyard, Eugene. Those who know how to

make Asian kites and wish to teach, please contact Ken Nagao, 687-9600.

• THE ANCIENT HEALING ARTS OF CHINA: One-day symposium on Chinese

medicine, taiji, and qigong co-sponsored by Northwest China Council and Oregon College

of Oriental Medicine. At PSU, Smith Center Ballroom, 9:30 AM—5:30 PM; $15 admission

fee. Information: 464-4567.

•Program is sponsored by the Northwest Regional China Council.
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MEMBERSHIP FORM

Northwest Regional China Council Members receive invitations to China Council events, a subscription to the quarterly newsletter, and discounts on
admission fees and books.

Name I would like to volunteer to help the China Council with:

Address Assisting at events

City/Stale/Zip Publicity

Home Phone Work Phone Hosting/Escorting speakers/Chinese students and visitors

Occupation .Office work

Special Interest in China __Fundraising

Recruiting members

__ Research

Membership Category - Please check the category you wish:

Individual —$20 Major Donor —S200-S500

Family —$25 Patron —$500-51000

Full-Time Student —510 Founder —$1000+

Sponsor —$100-$200

I also wish to make an additional contribution of$ to assist the Northwest Regional China Council with its work. Please detach and return
with a check payable to the Northwest Regional China Council. To use Mastercard or Visa, complete the following information:

Card No. Expiration date Signature

THE NORTHWEST REGIONAL COUNCIL is fonned to deepen public understanding of China's history, culture, and contem

porary affairs (in the People's Republic, Taiwan, Hong Kong, andamong Chinese-Americans). Our events arc held all over Oregon

and include exhibitions, lectures, conferences, tours, and business seminars. The Northwest China Council is an independent

non-profit corporation and one of twelve regional China councils in the U.S. affiliated with The Asia Society.
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PORTLAND, OR
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